














oY

Mhe Tivst =choot
Paorsienau .
: 3 o
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was bullt in 1840 on
Jonior High School. A Lwo-story
tn the 1B30's,  thig b bdfng rewed
The present hiscory of the schon] starts abour 1929 when
Tuerstenau First took a positlon o Supecintendoni, Priancipal,
and Teacher in the DoWirto [G-prade school. T population of ;ﬁ ~4
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the village wes 440 while the enrolisont in ihe school was 140, e
Pare of the niath and tenth graders came from vut lylng one-room C} L
hoers conprised the entirve faculty. - P
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population of the villope and the school didn'
several yoars as the villag: wan uril) mostly populated by
Howewver, (here was sowe growth [n the later
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1920% and early (730's.
tate voring several times fer additions ro the scheol building.
in the ﬁuﬂ&tive.
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In 1935, a vote was pas

tare of the presenc euroliment, bul not to expand the aum

grades in the school,  Tn the summer of 1936, i

ing of the school districr, the superintendent was aske

eleventh grade the following vear and ro add the twelfth in
the first twelfith grade graduation
Vimited te the basics.  Mow-
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This was accowplished and
wits held in the spring of 1939,
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1938,

The covricuiamn

Bue o lack of room

ever, it was a sgart.

sdditicn of o better basic educabion.

In the winter of 1937, the ald pact of the schoot building burned
A

and extensive hent and swoke davape woas dove to the acv part.

The

bond issue was passed qnd 4 complete, sadern butlding was built,

Later,

In the Interim, classes vere held fn clhurches aad various pul:lic

There now was a continual crowth in pepulation and duving World

Wav TI, two portable wooden buildings were bought and placed next
and

buildiogs. .
te the maio building to take cvarce of the kindergirien.
was moved Lo the Memovial Building; and the woeden
to vake core of the Fivse

raoms
ATt eXpansion
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Land war purchased at the

Bhundred thous-
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saecond grades.
Earollment was continually incroasing
study was made by the hoard of citizens.
vorth end of Wilson Strect where s new elementary building (1. I
Griswold) was cunstructed.  Built Lor less than one
this coox care of all the clenentary prades. Tt aow
wWete o melt for Che next Len vears.,
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liowever, the prowlh contioued ac a rapid poees and the board found
Itnecessary to oexprad apain, Phe bavid Seott Blementary School
wius erected adjacent te che Grivword building in 1956,

The high school was now becowing overcrowded, Also there was a
demand for a more varied curciculum. T 195% ) an addition was

buile on the hivh school, Mack needed adwinisirative otfices were
aleo doclwlod. Business Bducagioa, Uome Making, and industrial Ares
were added to the curriculum.

Leoking forward to accereditation and nore dmprovements in cuvrlculam,
the people of DeWitt built g owew high school oo lerbisun Road south
of rhe olty fn 1965, Ocvcupancy of this building began in February
966, Universicy of Michipan accreditation was achicved In 1967,

Duving the late 1960's population was extending out from Lansing to
the extent that LU wad necessary te get mobile unles to take care of
the increased school population,  aAn additlon was builc in 1968 co
the clewcntary school,  In 1969, there was another addition to the
elementary school; and an wddition was bullt on the new senlor high
school; and construction Tor the aew Middle School was started.

Writoen by:
. h. Fuerstanau- L970
superintendent 1923-1966

DEWHELT MIbDRLL SCHOGEL BACKUROLED

DodWict Middle School becawe a school wirh ity ewn idencification in
Jaunuavy 1966 when the unew bDeWitt High School was completed and prades
nine throuvh reetve lert the FPuercrenau Buitding,  The Paerscenau Jr.
High School housed gprades tive thoough clvht toy che remafoder of

the school vear,  To the full ol 1908 gradey six, scven 4nd eight were
i the Puerstenau Jv. High with the Fifth pgrade geiag back to the
elenentary sclwools because of over-corowding.  Student popularion

at Lhe time was 275 wich a faculty nunbering twelwve,

Projecied growth in 1967 dictared that a new facllity would Le ru-
guived to house the Jr. High School ape students in the near future.
tn the spring of 1968 the DeWitl Board of Fducatfon made the decision
roobuwitd a new Middle School which woold permancatly house the sixth,
seventh, eighthn grade students.  Oue of rhe aafor concerns at the
Cime was the crontton of a4 school program that mec the special neceds
ol preadolescent children,

Tue rall of 1970 saw the Middle Scheol vompleted and occupled by

400 students.  The challenges left are wany including the proper uses
el the new facility and equlpment for which they were designed and
the oreatien ov countinual adaptatlon of a program that is meaningful
ad oappropriate for the DeWive Middle School Studencs,

Written by:
Jack tndervle - 1970
Middie school Principal L1967-1971







