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ARDYCE CZUCHNA 

phone -

8079 S . :?;3.rd 
Scotts , Mi. 49088 
(616) 626- 8651 

i.\!lay 28 , 1976 

Ms l•·aye tlansen , l ibrarian 
Dewitt Public Lib.ra .ry 
Dewitt, ~vlic hle;an 4 8820 

De J. r Ms Hansen : 

~nc los~~ is a photo of a clock be long ing 
to Mrs . ~rea fi{ne in Scotts , ~ ic hi gan. 

The clock wa s left to ~ rs . Kl i ne by 
tier g randm other . They understand that 
the village or city of Lewitt was raising 
money to p romote getting tne Capitol of 
Mi c ni gan to be loc a ted in Dewitt . 

P ::i.t ' s g reat grandnwthe r I s uncle won 
the clock on a raff le in connection with 
this promotion. I'm as suming the raffle 
was shortly before 1848 as l note th~t i s 
when t he Cap itol was moved to Lansing . 

. r at is intere s t ed in knowing more 
·h i s t o~y a bout the clock . She has been

1
told 

it ' s prooaoly a valuable clock but cant 
seell'.l to get any def'ini-c;e info.rrnat i un on it . 
~an you l1e; 1 p. 

1. · m :i f.r ee lance writer who 
in\t he c l oc k fr um the ang l e tha t 
oe · a s to ry here . Can you help ·t 
i s S . A.S .E. f or your reply. 

is .inte .r este, 
there ma y 
Enclosed 

Sincerel_y , 

~~A.• I A;dy;t-Czuchna 

Enc. photo and envelope 

---
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• 8 ~• _ ~"nneth Coin · ~ 
DeWIH 's first public sehool (unct the first in ull of 

Clinton CounlyJ was locutcct at the Gooct ritti 
neigl!l)orhooll, west of DeWtll. lt opmll:<1 l11 Hl:l6 on the 
homestead of Alanson G oodrlch, p1·c,-u1HatJI y in a lo~ 
cabin. The exact location of the Lluildi11g tJus bt:eo lust , 
but it was on the north side of Howe !loud near the in­
Lcr;;ectlon of Scliu vcy. 

During thi::; early period , tile Goudril:h homestead 
was on the north side of Howe Hoad and nlrnpnsed 
much ui the later Hr.i1,t' llcn11i11g F'<1rn1 t I lu; house 
now owned by Ernest Snetting ut HlO W. llowcl. This 
earlier horneskad should not be confuseu with the 
more historically familiar Goudridt nomesteact 01 
liltcr years, Jocatecl on tile ::;oul/1 side of !lie Lool(in1t 
Ul,tss !·liver, e,1st ant1 west of Sctiuvt:y !toad, wll'ich 
lulct' gc11crul1011s would know a:,, Lili, 'l'huudor_, 
Schoewe ( taler cllaqgcct to Scha vcy J form. 

ln lll:lti. there were few families living at llie uctual 
Scorl sctlle111cnt whit:h was to bcco111e IJcWilt and, 
when opened, the Gooctnch Scllool was tnol'e ee11tra!ly 
loealct1 to Lile early residents uf tile urea. Mo::;t of tnc 
eurly pioneers !lad chosen homesteads wl11ch lay lo 
Lile wes t or Scott's. 

AlllOll!J Lh<: 1.:Ul'IIC:il lumllics llv1ni; i11 lhc 

ne1ghborhu,H.l of Al;111su11 C oodrich wcr..:: Sylvester 
Srntt, franklin O!tver, William W. Weoll, t:pllriam H. 
Utley, and Chau11cey 1"ergus011. 

Tiu::; (~oodridt School was formally lls!.cd as Sehoot 
Dbtncl No. l, !Jut it is not known to have IH:en limited 
to a spec ific geograf,hic urea. 111 fact, it ll .. ,s bt:c11 
recorded that the :;chool wu::; open to ,111y Clllld "will• 
1ng" lo walk the distant:e. Some seulers liviug too far 
d clislu11ec, but t!clel'rnincct to provtdt: tllc ir children 
wllh the !Jest education possil.Jlc, arrangeJ to have 
their children live with settlers elo:;cr lo the schOol. 

As late as lll47, Amuri fl. Cook (If Hiky Township 
rncutiont:J in u letter Lo l!is l)rotl,c r HI New York that 
he was lhe11 living ill lhc farm o! Willii.11ll W. Wet;!J 
,uHl t1ttc11dir1t:{ Lile Goodrich School. 13y tile lU'.iU::;, most 
rural areas had been divided into sehuol districts ;11tJ 

lite Goodrich School, deerncd lo llc i.1! a,, llllpracticul 
local iun. was evuntually disco11t111ui;:d. 

The fi rst (and only recorded J lead1cr at tne 
Goodrich S<:l!ool w;.1s Mi::is .&ctscy Gooch wno llvcd 
over five miles away Ill Watertown Township. Her 
parents, Benjamin and Lucy Wuynton) Gooch, lrnd 
come to Cl lnlo11 County the prcv ious ycilr. Scven,1l of 
lleLscy's sisters arc known lo have l.Jccn early 
teachers a l other urea schools and could po::.sihly have 
11bo taul(ht at the Goodrich. Betsey was later m,1rncct 
Lo Dr. Sctl1 P. Marvin. tile first pllysiciun in Clinton 
County :ind later a prominent DcWltt. cili:i:en. 

No de:;criplion·or lhi:; schoollwusc has survived, but 
ll can be assumed that it was similar to Lile following 
dcscriµtion of Lhc Simmons Sd11!ol i11 Hil,: y 'l'ow11.st1ip 
lo lU!iO, l'llCorded by f~lla ll. Silnmons. 

"Thb Wi.l:i built WllhOLl l l.iounj:; or llllil:s. Lug:; were 
Castc1icd togt:ther will\ wooden pin,;. A shukc\ rnof was 
bound 0 11 wilh pole:;. '!'h,i duo ,- ws r11ad1! of an old t:,·y• 
i;:ootls l)OX 111 wllich the 1::001.l:; wcl'e packcct wl\,,:n mov­
ing to thi::; place. Tt1e flu<)r wa:; ot split logs witti u 
space 111 [nmt of Ull! fi replace filled with clay for ,1 
!wurlh. A plimlc ucro:;:; one s1dc formed a desk and 
:;onw rude bcndu.::; scr vcJ a:; !>cut:, ." 

W1l!lnm Jl.ll. Knapp reeordct! of I.is eiq,encntes as 
a pupil in the !1rsl ::.cs:;ion of Uu: Simrno11s St!Jool in 
l!Jilii . 

"'l'h,i lcuchcr (Miss lHdianu W,!llonJ llact 110 

tim t picce, but look the tlrne from 1llc su,1 a:; it ~huoc 
through a hol1: 111 llic rouf where there h:1cl been a 
!:ilit:11. d1lm11cy; LIit! s un touct111,g certain :;pub on ~he 
flO\)I' at. il c,;rlill!l li l tl(: . " 
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Historic DeWitt 
By Kenneth Coin 

History of schools 
Many early histories agree thut the rtrst village 

school in DeWitt was estatilished in 18'10. These 
histories also claim or elude Lo the fuel that lhe first 
schoolhouse was buil t on the site of the present 
l•'uerslenau Building on W ushington Street. Several 
tacts have rccenlly come lo til:(hl which contractlcl this 
old theory and thus, rewrite DeWitt'li school history. 

The full block 011 which the fucrstcnau School is 
located was designated for u i;ehool by Capt. Dnvld 
Scolt's orlglnal plut or DeWltl lu lli'll. 'l'hlti Olock, 
however, was not donated by the Scott family, but 
rather sold Lly them to the DeWitt School District In 
AprU 11147 for the sum of $75, seven years after the 
first school ls said to have been established. 

An earlier land transaction was made between .the 
Scott family and the DeWitt School District, dated 
l!H2, whereby a small lot (the east half ol Jot 3'1'1, 
block No. 4Ul on the west side or S. Bridge Street was 
pun;hased. This lot, currently vacant, is directly north 

· .ot the old barn ( formerly the Coverdale cheese fac­
lory l In lhc 200 block of S. Bridge. 

This land record ot 11!42, while It docs not estublish 
where the first school was actually located, does In­
dicate that the earliest village schools were not built 
on the same location us the present Fuerstenau 
Buil<ling. ll might be assumed that lhc tlnH villugt1 
school followed lhe pullcrn of the curly country 
schools in lhal il coult.1 have been loculcd at various 
places wherever vac unt sput.:e was uvuiluble to be Jct 
or r~nted. 

The fate of the Bridge Street School sile rcmui11s yet 
unknown. The school di:;trlct rcluined ownership of the 
property even afler the ·•school block" was purchased 
in 11147 ,ind the funner site does nut show up on the lax 
rolls until lll55, U1en being owncct by Dr. Seth P. Mar· 
vin. It tius been suggested and indeed it ls tllKhly 
posslule lhal this lirlt1!,!e Stred School ws the bullcting 
which U1c vlllugti school dlstncl rnulutl lo Clinton 
County from UM? to 11155 for use us a courllwuse 
rnlhcr thµn the Washington Street Scnool a i, lla!i IJ1;en 
assumed. 

Jt ha:; abo been suggc:;lcd through oral tradition of 
older residents that lhis Bridge Street huildinl:( was 
later used us a private school: DeWtlt b kuown to 
have hud scvcrul prior to the duys uf "country nor­
mal." These prlvute or •·select schoo1:;;··· supplied 
education beyond the ei'glllh grade l!mlt of the public 
schools und were actually open tu boys and girl::i alike 
for a tuition. Some, like ll:rnl ot Mrs. Carnll11e Bement, 

DEWITT UNION SCHOOL was built in 1870, bu t 
burn8d down in 193G. ll wc:1s locuteu al 11,0 sttd of the 
present Fuerstenau School on Washington Street. 

remained lo11g-rut111i11i-.: institullons {Ind others, mostly 
forgotten, were rnlher short-lived. 

The schoolhouse whld1 was buUl on Washington 
Street (circa 11147) was a wood frame structure ot wilt1 
no photogruphs or dc:;c riptions that can be loculcd. II 
served the village until UJ?o wht:n a larger schoolhouse 
was creeled in tht: center of the bloc[{ . This was n two­
story brick structure of Jtlllianale design with a 
bracketed h ip root topped by an onwle IJdl lower. ll 
wus used until Hl3ti when lt was gullet.I by tirl;!. 
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HISTORY .OF ·rBE DEvlI'l"l' SCHOOLS 

The early records of the board. of school inspectors of the 

tmrnship of De\'/1 tt have not been preserved I and facts reguarding 

its division into school districts and the subsequent progress 

of the educational interests aro not accessible. 

The earliest school building was a log structure erected on 

section 7, upon the farm of Alanson Goodrich and was knov1,d as the 

Good.rich Schoolhouse. The Good rich farm is now owned. by Herman 

Schultz and is locatec:I on Sbavey noad. Direct de scend.ants of Alanson 

Goodrich still lj_vine; in this cornrm.mi ty are Mrs. Joh.YJ. Henning, 

Mrs. Leo Henning and Marquerite Goodrich. Niss Betsy Gooch was 

the first pioneer instructro s s. 

The second school house was built in district no. 2 in the 

-.. ~t-J~· village of De\Vi tt in the year 1840. Both Dr . Setl1. P . IY1ctrvin and 

and J. H .. Adams arc given as ear·J.y teachers, and it is dif' fucult 

to say which was first. This first building wa3 replaced by one of 

more extended proportions, in which the sessions o:f the court 

we1~e held, it hn.vine; been at that p eriod the most pretentious 

structure of the county seat. De\11 t t was the f' irst county seat 

of Clinton Co., the government bein r.: mo\ted to St. J o1ms in 1857. 

In 1870 a spac ious edifice of bric~ was erected and was 

conducted on the 0 n.,de d p lan, with 2rof'e ssor Cor·iel as principal , 

and Mi ss Edith Vlillarns an as s istant and Mi s s Jos ie Holmeu in chare;e 

of t h e intermediate department. 'rl1.1s bullding burned in the fall 

of' 1936 and wa s replaced by the pres,::-:nt stru cture. 
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The school terri tory of 1880 in DeWitt Has divided into one 

fractional and five whole districts. The first board of directors 

was made UlJ of' Robert Mc Conkey , J ames Hath , A . A. Woodruff, Christian 

Kraus , A. s . Weste and Egar Hur d.. The value of school property at that 

time was ~~11, 900, embracing one brick and five frame builc1.ine:;s . Three 

./ 
- "-'"-- . - male . and_ ele:v~:n f'.enta.le .. teAoh.e.t-a._w~e .... sullP.lo_s~n.. J!:tw.:r P.@.G..:'IJ.,tld~r tJ:ie;L:r _ -
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I n 1896 the ninth grade included in its curriculum U.S. Histroy, 
I' 

complete and revised; g overnment-national and state a:nd Michigan Histroy~-' 

Physical G·eogr aphy, The o ry and the A:r·t of teaching , Grammar, Al5ebra , 

Orthography- including word analysis and .School Law. In the centh grade 

Ale;ebra, Physics, General Histroy, Rhetoric, and :3tudies in L!b.tera.ture 

were offer0ci. 

Dur:lne; both ninth and tenth Eleinentary drmving, Sine:ing , 8alisthenic 

and Study :'t.n Cur:;··ent Events vnts given. 

'rhe course of study wc:rn so arranged thttt pupils completing 

the n i nth grade should be ::~ble to obtain a teachers third. gra de c..e--. if icalc.,; 
fl e.tf 

o;i~ certifica te of 13rad.uatlon from school ~'1311" were capable of obtainine; 

a second grade cerificate . 

Non r esident pupils were adrni tted at ~~3 .00 a term , payable 

in advance. 
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lJl.!\·!Lr t , settled in th,, :n i.d l80O's h,~i;;.in <1S a 
to1_,. ;1 located bet:Wl!L'il SL . . J-.,1,n,: ,1:id l .·,nsin):, 

wa::; huilt tn JB.'.() on ri1L' !Jrcr, ,_.n, ·-, i i. (' (,r tlil' 

rt'tl r e d farme:·'s 
!'Ill · [i nll: :~ch,1c, I. 
C. Ii. Ft!, I·s !.<.,1:1 u 

.J1111io1 High ~:c:H,,)J . 

i n l I 1<.: l 8 8 0 ' s . · ti I i s 
,\ l 1,,-, - .-; t .•ry , J°,; :u--r.)n:n bu,i Id in?, 1,1 ;1 s l-iti. l !: 

b•:i !di:1.); r,~t11.2.i11c d : . t;;:1,.! i11):. :•;i ti I 1•:1J.1
• 

Tl1e ;>resent hist.<i r _v uf' tllf: ,;cftt>,i l ~: ldr[ :, ;1i>uu! l921 \-: Ii, 11 C . ii. 
ru..:!l'!,L,~n;Ju f.irsL took .1 µo:-dl.lu1 , ;1.-; '.·:tq!('Ci.·,u·ndc.!:l., l'1· it1 L:iµ :ll. , 

;;nd ·~·c,;1ci,~r in l'lic~ Dl'\~i rt lO-gr;1d2 s,·l.o,,I . l'llv l"lp11lat ton llf 

t:l:e village w,,s · / , l10 while th1, <.!nrollm0.nt :in l:Le -; c fwnl ,;.:as l/10 . 

Patt of th~ ni. nL11 and t,·!1t.h ;:,r:1d<-rs c:1-11110 f rn :;i lllltlylng one--ro,Jm 

sclio,.i]s. Fo11r Le::i.:l1.--~1·s cu 11p1 i :;ed Lil,'.! 0.nt ir r. f'n,:ulty . 

Th1.; populatio11 ,)[ tlil:' v i J Lig1· .rnd L il,, sclwo J cli.dn ' r: t:~:pc1nd m11c:, 

iur !-; cveral y0.trs .:is LIH' vi1l.1g, - 1-1:i i : •;t· l.11 111,ist· l v ['Oj.>UL1tcd hy 
r,: tlrecl fa rlllcrs. llot-'L!Vl!r , l h,: r c- \,J;\s some growth in t he l att!r 
1920

1
s and ea rJ~· l')JO's. This growth 11<,s sufficient. t o nccet;:;i­

tate voting sevc:ra.1 tl111es fnr ,1dcli. ti<>ns t o the sd,oo l building. 
liut n,os t of these votl.!:; w,: r v in rhc neg?.t lv..:-. 

In 1935, a vote 1,•ns pa~,s ,!d to .id,] ,in l, , the bui.Jdl.1'.g to tnk e 
cJre of the p:·es,~11 c ~inr,1! l1!1,•11L, ln,l: not t l, exµ.,nJ 1i;~• ,1u1:1!)er L'f 

grnJes in tilt' ;:;l:li,1til. Tn rhe :; 111!111i;.'r ,;f t <i:16 , ;:I· th<.:: :rnnu,1.l n1c(:t-

ing of the scltcol district·, tl 1e :;upi:r .. int1:1Hlc~11t ·,,-as ;:. ::;k.:iJ to add 

r.l1t:: c l e:veni.:h gr,1dc th0 f .. l'lt1\.1 i11?. Vl'.ar ;rnd r n :.1dd L}", u,•,~ l fth in 
L9J8. This \,:;i~ n cco111pl'isl1,.:d ;H:d t.!1L! fir,~t C\,•cdt'i:h t~r::idc ;;rndu~1l'ion 

•.-:: i s held in th~? spri.ng ,,f Eij9 . 

Due Lo L:ick of r,),,111 t h ~ c u1· r .i ,:ul u 1:1 '.J;,'.; 1 i r:d t.,.,d tP t il e bns 1.c:; . l!c,w-

t:vcr, 'il \,:as ;i ~:ra rt. TliL~ cnmr,,, 11·,L ry h,ag:.111 t,) 1~n,w now wi.rli t.l,<'. 
... dditi t~ n of ;1 b e tter l ,;JSL: euuc .1ti o 11. 

ln tilt: Vi!'1lL)t ,,r .l<J'r/, rh,· ,·) ! ,! f' :l rt ,,f Li11.• s-:.·h,>.>l l,ui l di n::,; b11ri1,:· d 
and oxtensivl.! l1i; :1 t. ;1nd f; ,,,<, kc: ,f.11;,;, )!,L' \, . 1.,; JcJ1>e t , , Litt·· ,1,. ·w p~i:t. I\ 

b o nd issue was µas.-;~d .-,11d :i c,,1?1pl<'L ,! , m•>dl' rn bui l djng •.~.-1~ bui.lt. 

In the interim , c·Jdsses 11e r (> li.:-ld ln cLnrrh0:; :in, 1 variuui; pul.• 1 ic 
b uJ ld i ngs .. 

There now w;:1~3 a con t inual gruwrll 'i.n \h>pul ;-1ti_u11 and during World 
\far TI , two po r c-1b l e -.,,,oden hui ldi n?,S were bou~~ lit a11<.l placed n0x t 

Lo t.lle main b uilding l1) Lak(, \'cHC t>f till! l<.inJ(' r }!,:tncn. Later, r:ilr ' 
k·indergarten w;is rnovcJ tu tl"! Me,uuri.,l ~ui.ldi.n g; ;1 nd tlic: woo <li::r: 
huildJng was divi,f<!d into t.wo rooms to rak ,· ,· :11·e ,if the [i.rs t ;:in,J 
S c~ c.0nd grade~; . 

E111:ol l mc.1t was conl'i.r,u:dly l n c: rcr,f;i11g; and 111 l'J 5i) , an t1 xpansion 
&tudy was made by L:he bu:ird of cj t iz,,ns . !."i ncl w : 1i< purchased at chE: 
1H•r tll t'nJ or \~ilS (>l1 St:r'"ltt wli .-:·n' ;j 11~1.c ellc111e11tciry buil.Jing (L. j , 

Criswo l d) •,1as c,)m, t r ucl!:d . llt ti Lt l ,1 1· 1.,•so t li:m ,~11~ l;und r c<l Ll,llus-

,rnJ d o l.Lirs, t h i s t, ... ok c are "i al I. the: c: l1; mcnt;,ry gr;ides. It now 
I CH);.;~d .1s 'if nt'edt, we:rr· 11,'"t t\,t· ,hl) 11<:xc Lc' n y'(! ; 1n· . • 



lim,•cvi: r , rl1 c: 1•,i ·.iwt lt c ,.n1t l 1tt1f·•.I :1 1. ;1 r :1pi d p .1,: v; ,,11d tl11.: boa r d f o uTJ d 
i i 11 <·c e s s.1r y l ;i , ::,p:llld :1 ?,; t i n . l'hv ll. ;v i rl Scn t t i<l ,· 111<·11t .,ry Sc h o c, .l 
1,: :1s erectt!d ..1 ,Jj.:1ccn l Ui t:! 1..: t , c i:; •,H• .id b•.1Ucling in 10 56 . 

The h .i.gh :, chuo l 1,•;1s n o,, bt..! comlng o v e rcrnwd•.>d . Al ~,u there •..-a s a 
d,~n,and f 0r .'.1 1~1,1r e va r i ed cu r ri..:1tl um. l it Jl.Vi9, ;111 add ition wa s 
L ui"lt 1)J1 ti , ,• l il f.il s :•h n,d. M11c· lt ll•..! <~U•' d :1d;1l'i n i ~Lr;1tl ve n t f lces WC!re 
a l s,, i nclud, -1 . iius i _ne s s Ed uc a d o, ·, , lt,ir.,c: Maki ng , Gnd l ndus t r ial :\rts 
1<' ..: 1·e .:1 d ch, d t o ll1c cu rri c ulum. 

J..c-ik i. n 6 f o n,• ,, rd t u ;1 c c rc•c.l i t;, L i.un :: 11d a10 r 0 i. 1:11, n ivt•men ts i. n cur ric u 1 nn: , 

t l1,· peopl e CJ [ D~h' itt b u ilt J aP"-' h i )~l1 ;;(' ltud l on llcrb i. s u 1: Roa d south 
o ( cht'. c it~· ; u 19(:5 . Occup :111cy o[ t!ti .-; bu i.lc.ling bc> gan in Feb ruary 
J ':Jb u . Un i v v1 s ity of l·!i. c ll'ig-111 acc i:Pd Jc ,1 t:J.-,n 1,1 n s a ,~hi~Vl)d i n 196 7 . 

Dur.i.ng th e J.ntr! l960 ' t~ popu l:.1t. i un Ha:-; Pxt e ndi 11 g o ut fro m Lan:,in g to 
the e xtent t int i. l 1,u :i :.1 ll l~co..: .,.,), .JJ v t. 0 ~;(~t mob i l e 1m i t s t o take ca r e o f 
t he inc n :a,, ed s c li 0 o l pop u1 <1Li ,,11. ,\n :.iJ.Ji. t: 'io n wa s buil t in 1968 011 
t li e cle1r1(!nt ;iry sc- ltoo i. I n 19 69, Li11;!r~ w;is ailo t h0 r a dd i t i on t o t he 
e le111L~n t ,1ry sc li ~> u .l ; nnd n n ,, .tdi ti.u11 1,;i s lrnil t u n t ilt.! nc:W' sen i o r hi gh 
sd1o~ l ; and c ,in~; t r u c t 'i.0.1 for r l1e ll(!w MiJ .J l ,:, School was star t ed . 

•.~ r i t· t ,-:n by : 
C. h. Fu (~rstfrn.:1 u - 1~)70 
:,,1per int l' r11lcn t: 1923-1966 

Dt-:iv I 't'T Ml IJDI. L S(:Jl{)lJ I. hi\CKC IWliND 

lk\.J i t l ~!id <l l t• S c l1,.) u .l h t'c; 1111 t- a :1ck,(•l w i r i. its t.>'-"11 i d c•11tific.'.'ltion i n 
.:.,:lllilry ] 96(, ·.,•lH'n r hc 11e w D, ·\Htt IU i;h Sl·hou l 1-1n s u >mpl et:ed ..1nd p, r.1 ,k c; 
n i1H' t h r(l ugl1 ti.' v l.\11: .l c· f l. till' Fur ir· · tt' 11 :1 11 l',11 il,lir,g. ·r1t ,, Fuers t e nau 
Ii I g :1 Sc h uo .l '1~11...; ,'.,J F, r?.d ,• s I i v .. ~ ,h, ., u i',h 1)i~:.l , L I c>r tl1e r c,11:1i t1 d c'.r n f 
Lli <!. schoo l )' l:a r . T11 t hr· fu l. l c,r l 'l(i6 !!. r a ,k:; <.; J.x , se: ve n c1 nd eight 
i 11 rile f u e rSl l:'nau Jr . High 1,i.t h t h t: fj ft h 1~radc go ing Luck t o t he 
c: l v1:1c·nu, r y s cli,1,) ls IJ e caus e o f c•vc' r -,'t'O\•:d i,1p, . St ud e nt: po pu lation 
n t Lil~ ti 11 ,c 1; _1s :. 75 wi t h .:i f; ; cu lty numb <: 1 i.11;; twe lve! , 

l -
. ' L • 

l) r,, j ,?c tcd gr, ,w t li j_n 1967 Ji c t ,:n e d t li::it a ne1.r fac i lity '-''Otdd li e r i.: ­
c1,1i r i.! d t o h ous e th(: J r . Hi gh S ,~hu,i l age s t udents in th r• n c r1r fu t u re . 

I 11 the spr i n g o f 19 68 the !Je Wi l L ilo ,, rd o t i·:J1 1ca t i on ma d e t he <l ee is i. lrn 
1 :'. l• 11 'i 1d :.i 11,•:1 ~li ddl e Sc ho,J .1 1,ltic.: lt 1.-r,_,u ]d 1.w1m ... 1.n e.n t: l y ho u:-: <:: t h (: s ixth , 
•;,:v,·n lh , ei~•,'.1t i1 g r a de s tudP11l s . nn ,.> :Jf t !J,, 111.1 ·j v r cn nci.;rns at t he 
l : n:, ' \•/:ls tli e cr .. •a t ·!. in o f a ,:cl \ll,, l p r <> ~•,f :111: Ll1:1L 1111.~t til l· r;µ l! c i a l n eed s 
;1f pr,:aJo l C' s ,:e nt c lt lld r cn . 

'l.11e Call of 1Sl70 :;;nw t he Ml udl .:! St~il " ol c ,) 111p l.e t ed a n d o c c upie d b y 
.', '.lO B t u d e nL :: . Tl,~ c h a.l l c n g o..: :- l e ft an, n1:,11y in c: l udlng tile pro pe r uses 
n ( Ll1 E:' m•1-1 fac i l i t y :in d e qui pmc,nt fn r whic h the y we n :~ desi.gne d and 
r:1,.- ,· r.::!n Lion ll l' c , ,nti. nua l :idr1pta t i o .-1 of a pr"gra,o thnt is mea ning f ul 
;,n, ! 1pp ro pri .1t 1! L) r th ,) De\~i l'r Mi d d le St' hoo l ::i rudcnu,. 

1./r it t , ·n by : 
J .l<' k 1:11rk 1- L,,. - 1970 

,·i i.ddl L· ~1:!tc)Ll l Pri 11 c i p3 l 1967-1 '] 7} 
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ln Lhe st:ve n YL' ,t r s sin CL: uur .Lili.Li.al t:v:1 I u.1tion, DeWitt Middle 
S c h , >1)1 ltas un , l,• rg,H11., tlt0 ki11d,; uf l.'.ii:111gL' :; tl 1.it would be anrjc-i.pntL•d 

w i ti1 no nn;il g rlit.J l.11 a11-! Li u:1.1. 

Enrollmen t h :1s increased r r,w1 397 tu our 1:ur r ent 490 ;il thu ugh we 

re2.che d an c1ll-time high ,ritlt 51 2 List yc,ar. Along with s tudent 
g r ow th, our L1c,1Lty 11u111ln, r:, h av~ increas(0 d from 2 1 t o 25 . ( Elev1~n 
0 f d,e 2 1 ori,.;ln. il s to.f[ rn, 11,b<?r::; c1re 111 tliL, Jk\vitc system and 10 
J1·1.~ sti ll in Lhis huilding). Rulldi11g f:1c:i.U ri.es a re 1aorc thnn 
ad :~qu.1 tel:v LnVL't1Lori.1~d .. md ,1 uc s i,!c r esoU1: ces have bc~'.n d ~veloped 
nnd uLilized L'0111p lct e l y . 

Our ,1hi.1t,sophy c.:on tjnues to ccf l 0c t thQ needs of the transescent 
y ,) u11 gsl ~r jn ,t t r aJitlun:11. s0r.t1ng of 1;ound <·ducation , student r e­
SJh>n~;ibj lily a 11d r ee.c;l,1wl.Jle r E!sLr.i.ctions. 

Wri tten by: 
E~nl A. Ros eberry, Principal 1978 
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