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In the summer of 1961 the school boards of
DeWitl. Gunnisonville, Hurd, Sheridan Roa@ an@
Valley‘Farms? plus interested citiz?n? met. The
purpese was to investigate the possibilities of
forming a new high school district.

The Boards of Education decided that much
more information was needed. Citizens from each
district were asked tc work along with GONSUL?-
ANTS from Michigan State University in gathering
this information. The information was returrzed
to the steering committee who made recommends-
tione to the Boarde of Education.

What were the recommendations?

1. Sheriden Road School District annex to
the City of Lensing.

5. The other four Districts form a twelve-
grade district,but send grades 10, 11, and 12 a
to the Lansing Public Schocls on a tuition Tasis.

THE BOARDS OF IDUCATION DID NOT ACCEPT THESE
RECOMMENDATIONS.

After careful review the five Boards of
Bducation stated their conclusions as follows:

All of the Boards of Education are aware of
the fmct that the school distriects cannot continue
to cperate over = long period of time in the seme
manrer in which they are now opersting. They feel
thet each student has & right to be a part of a
program thet will insure his education through
grade twelve. It is the opinion of the mejority
of tre Boardis that the best way to achieve this
goal is to reorganize into a high scheool district
and tc¢ offer an accredited secondary progren.

WEAT TYPE OF REORGANIZATION
I8 RECOMMENDED?

Consolidaticn of all school districts involv-
ed is the type of reorganization recommended ty
the five Boards of Education.

WEAT IS CONSCOLIDATIONT

Consolidaticn is the reorganigation of two or
more Gistricts to form & new district. Each of the
former districts lose thelir identity, but pecple
in trese former disiricts will be identified
witlk the new large consolidated disirict.

HOW DCES CONSOLIDATION
TAEE PLACE?

Consolidstion is accomplighed by a majority
vote of the gqualified electors in the school dis-
tricts involved. Certain preliminary procedures
are necessary before consolidation may be voted
upon. In the specific case of the five school dis-



tricts invelved, only TeWitt is currentls cperat-
irg e Kindergarten through twelve progrexm. The
elactors of the DeWitt diastrict woulé vote as oue
anit. The other four scheool districts would vote
as @ second unit. & majority vote would bhe re-
quired in each unit for the comsclidati-zn to
carry.

IF CONSCLIDATION CARRIZES,
WHAT THERT

There are certsin procedures to be followed
tv each Board of Edueation with various time
1imits invcolved. The most important is that the
County Beard of Education would eppeoint seven
members to a new district Board of Education.

This terporary Board of Education immeliately sets
ur the méchinery to elect 2 new regular Board of
Biucation for the new consolidated district.

WHO WILL SERVE QN THE
BOARD OF EDUCATICNT

The temporary Board of Education arvointed by

the County Board of Educetion would more than like-

lv be composed cf at least one member of each of
the districte involved. Citizens wishirg t¢ he a
memher of the regular Board of Eiucatizn would be
required to file 2 nominating petition and the
seven wpeople receiving the highest nunter of votes
will te members of the new Board of Education,

WIAT WILL HAPFPEN TC TIE
PRESERT DERTS IN EACH
SCIOCL D1STRICT?

One of the conditions ¢f the consclidetior
wenld be mutual assumption of all preseni bonded
irdebtedness- This meaus that a uniform rete of
texation will be spread on the entire valuation
o the new district to pey off 211 bhonds in the
former districts as they become due.

WILL ANY NEW FACILITIES BE
NEEDED?

Yes, a new Junlor-Senior High building will
te needed to house the students now being sent %o
cither schocl districte for their secondary educs-
tion.

WEERE WOULD THESE NEW
FACILITIES BE LOCATED?

This is 2 question that only the new Board of
Eiucation could answer. It would be logical to
ezsume thet the Bosrd would select the hest site
evailsble near the center of the new schcool dis-
trict. Meny factors are involved ir the selection
¢ & site,



This brochure has been prepared by a committes
of Board Members of DeWitt, Gunrisonville, Hurd,
Sheridan Rosd and Valley Ferms school districts.
It is the first in a serles of several that will
attempt t¢ ask snd answer pertinent cuestions
pertaining to school district recrganizetion.
After reading these questions and answers, any
edditional questions that you have should be
directed to your local Boards of Education,

Foture brechures will cover the followlng
areas:
1. TFacilities Needed.
2. Cerrieculum.
3. Finence,
b, Transportation & Use of Facilities.

3., Probvlems of Transition.












The tax payer's special assesswments for improvements in the city
of Lansing: EXAMPLE: An average slze lot of €5 ft. frontage:

SEWER = = = = e d o i e e e e m e $292.84
DRATIN ($,0203 per sq. ft.)e = = = « = = = = 197.93
CURB AND GUTTER ($§1.76 per lineal ft.)- - - 114,040
SIDEWALKS (504 per sq, ft,) = = =« =« = - - - 162,50

TOTAL & 767.67

The cost of connecting water and sewer is EXTRA, (approxi-
mately $3.00 per foot). If you are on the opposite side cf the
road from the sewer or water line it will cost you approximately
$120.00 additional, The City Council of Lansing has SOLE CONTROL
over how long and when improvements are pald for.

Don't be mlsled by the emotional hysteria of the opponents,
who are uslng the school children of Sheridan Road as a wedge to
achleve the very selfish goal of political annexation through
scare tactlcs.

Lansing Clty Councilman Horace Bradshaw said in a recent
councll meeting, "All the taxpayers of the City of Lansing can
look forward to 1s 1t's greatest bonded indebtedness, less
service and greater taxation ™

It 1s not fair to burden our senlor citizens of this area
with Lansing's high city taxes when we can solve our educational
problem without political annexation,

The opposltion has conceded that there 1s an educational
alternative for the Clinton portion by annexation to another
school distrlict. By the same token, this is true of the whole
Sherildan Road School District ! We must remain together !

Many resldents of our area have already stated they will
move away if this area Joins the city. They should not be
forced into this position and risk losing money when already
residents of the clty are attempting to escape the higher tax
load which the city recently gave them,

——————— THE FRICE O ANNEXATION IS TOO HIGH! = = = = = w -

DON'T BE FORCED INTO A STTUATION FROM VHICH THERE IS NO RETURN !!

Aroused Townshlp Besidents

(A committee of PARENTS dedicated to resolve our own problcms, -
_____ WITHOUT BECOMING SLAVES OF CITY POLITICIANS - - ~ - —,
OQur efforts have JUST begun! Ask not what the City can do for
you, but rather what you can do to help yourself' ! ? ? 2 )

First - - —« Be Informed

Second - - - YOTE NO

























CLASS ROLL PROGRAM

Allcit Warren - President Prelidde . .voree e DeWitt High Schoo! Band

VWillivan Tingay - Viee President Robert Berube, Director

Richard Overholt - Treasurer

Clorice Korte - Secrctaiy

Linde Austin
Gilbert Darrish
Charles Batdorf
Robert Bissell
Cynthic Bouts
Mary Jo Chorland
Sandra Clark
Roger Coryell
Joaice Dague
Jeanies Dalwean
Sharen Ellsworth
Putricia Fuller
Gail Greene
Doniel Hill
Margoret H og-lca?zd
Patricia Horvath
Ellinor Hudson
Michele Keefer
Lec Awn Little
Potricia Logan
Ronald Miller
Cecilia Parks
Lorry Pasch

Paul Phillips
Nuwey Potfs
Frederick Rach
Richard Reust
John Ruiz
Maria Ruiz
Debral Rummell
Daniel Bwizek
Linda Slatcr
Naney Smith
Jean Strait
Lorry Sult
Jane Walier
Leonard Ward
Wendel Wardell
William Wedel
Patiick Weston
Janiz White
Gaye Ann Wilcox
Jon Wilcox
Marilyn Wilcox
Christine Zecl

March ..o e DeWitt High School Band
Invocation ...t Rev. Ernest Combellack
Girl’s Glee Club ............. .0 Loretta Sharp, Director

Ruth Ann Smith, Accompanist
“Blossom Time’ by J. W. Lerman

Senior Girls from the Glee Club
“Wow Is The Hour” by Ken Darby

Szlutatorian ... Richard Overhoit

Speaker .............. Russell Strong, Editor of Information
Services, Michigan State University

Duet .........c.o0s. Gaye Ann Wilcox and Barbarn Wilcox
“Graduation Do’ by Williem Stickles

Valedictory ... .o e Allen Warren
THONOTS ot ettt e e cmae e Dale Hines, Principal
Presentation of the Class ... ... . ... .. C. I, Fuerstenauy,

Superintendent
Presentation of Diplomas ...... Herbert Hardtke, President

of Board of Education

Benediction ... ..o Rev. Ernest Combellack












