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DeWitt-- Yesterday andToday 
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TWO VIEWS OF THE OLD DEWITT SC HOOL 
The· earl lest ' school building 1vas · a. log struc-

· ture erected on Sec. 7, upon the farm of Alanson 
Goodrich and kiiown as the "Goodrich Schoo l House", 
This school stood at the foot of what is n ow Scha-
vey Road, Miss Betsey Gooch w~s t he first teacher. 

The second school was built in dls. trlct 2 In · 
the vlllage of DeWitt ' In 1840 on the s ite o.f the 
Fuerstenau school . Dot h Or, Seth P . Marvin and J. 
H, Ad ams are g iven as ea rly teachers, Thi s build• 
· l n g wa s rep l aced by o n e of mo r ~ ex c end e p . pre> po r -
tions, in which the sess ions or the court were held 
for a time, It having been at that time the mo~t 
preten t ious structure at the County ~eat. 

In 1870 the brick school pictured her~ was built 
with Prof. Corie! a5 pri ncipa l, ·Miss ·Edith \./ill lams 
a5 assistant and Hiss Josie Holmes as Intermediate 
princ ipa l. · · 

This s.chool burned In l'.}36 just before the main 
part of the Fuerstenau bu! I ding was r eady -for 9cc~­
pancy, 

One picture was- given to the li b rary by the 
late Helen Oil ls Stampfly and the othe r by Joyce 
Carey Hiller, · now a teacher In Hastings. 
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THE FDLLowING AMA TEif ns WILL TAKE PART IN THE Music: 
! . . 

Sbpranos--Nellie Scott, Frank Av~rill, .Jean Webber, Ida Worden, Allie ~: 
·;_topping, and Florence Holmes. ~- · ·: ·· " _ 

A.ltos--Agnes Pike, Huldah Foreman, Irene Lewis, and C3rrle Ban4,tllle- . -~>-
" - ,"l' · .., • - ·r ',.', .._, ,-..! • • --~- ; ..• ,,'ft .. Tenors--H~ S. Holmes, ~. E. Fair. : -· ..,~ ,:-,:;_;;:: _ _.:_ · · · 

Bass--By Webb C. D. Foreman. . : .. --,., . ,-
~r~a~!~t~~y~ia_.~rjn~~rhofF.J ',: - r /:f 2 

• - -{~-. ~ ~~- i \ - . 
----- ....:..:. ·---. - . 

All 1ra Maat. ~ar~illly Aake~ ta· RH~ad: Dy the~ Presence in this Lau!aDle ~IUID ! 
. . . . 

ADMISSION, 20 Cts. · Children under 12 ,. 10 Cts. 
• \.<, . • . • , ,. ""· :~ .,. 'j. ~ -- ··--; ... 

· :;&WL:BB:ltJl:B. zv~:o a-a~-e .~& 
~ ' 

May be proc_ured, without extra cbarg_e, from Ida .Averill or .Josie Holme•. 

( ) 
J E. FAIR, PrincipA.l. 

( )- . ( i') 
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A teftchor's contrtt~t (of whir,h t he tea~~~r must h~ve 1 copy )1 must rerinire t he teacher to 
keep a li.s~ r,f all che rnqiils, with t lH•ir a.~e.;, :'ln:d t he number of ,i.ays en.ch p11µIl is present; and to • 
fnrui8h n. r 0nv· of tbc 5a rne rn t he Di.rector ,, t t b~ l'lose o .f the s t.:hOPl.-Se~tivn 39, School Code of 1373. t 
The 1Jirc~ w·1··mn.y 1·efnsc to ilraw an orde r t'o r ;v~:.;-o~, u nl~!!:3A:H~h li.st is k c 1,t. . . 

A t e ~u· lH~rnrn:--t l,c. ~o,·c 1·n lirt hy :l ll rnl ~~ formall y ndn µ teil hy t hi:! Bon.rft. Refusal to ao so 
a.moun ts to a forfeitHt'C nf the c()ntr:1.ct ,-un le$ the ru les n re g rossl y unrcn.so na.hle.- &diern 68. .._ 

The llistrit.:t Uoard i3 Uotmd t 1'J keep the .;;t-hool-ho nsc in l ·cpair, wit h necessary con veniences, 
and a fail ure to ,to S 1> w orks a. fo1·fc i t 11re o f t h c 'r.ontri!ct 011 the ir par t . _ - ~ 

A c ontrac t wi t h~ te~chor 11o t ,: 1,i,;al ly ,1 nldi lic<li' ' i s 1111 I I and •;oi1l-Sadion sa.-nut su <: h con-
tra.ct_,vill become \·;:dill if the tc:u·her bc ~:onic .,;i." qualiHed" bl'forc cnnllneul'iug school. . ~o S(·hool . . • . 
m on~ys can be paid to an u n<tttil l irictl tcaeh<~ r- rcleclio~,.- GO. St·hoot in.:;i,ccton:, cau in no c.a-se gra.nt .,. •·.a. ,• 
certuin~tcs. . ~ · - _ _,__ __ ·, 

---::- -: H igh e r coul"ca tf.-rre <te,·.trtim-"ttmrctHt"t·ern'e, s ji'lr1$ff'l1'Tifflf"oYerpTt'plT~·got~-mr.r· rrll'1'1r- -:·-- · . 
school. is concm-rt,mt with that of th e pa.1·onts. ; C • 

'l1he Ui strie t B oa.1'd can deride Lit~ sex od tdachers, nnll len;;th of school, unless the nnnna.l 
meeting 1leddes. -&ction., 2 .J., 25. · I 

The 'l'own:thip ~uperint(?ndcnt may revok e·a1 certificate fol' any reason that wonlcl ha.vejusti • -· I 
fied him iu withho lding it \'\·hen gi\·en; l>t1t he mnst first g ive the teat-her an opport unity for a. 
defense aga.i11st all charges .. U is j nrisdiction e.\:t¥cts to all ,ustricts \Yhos:e s chool-houses are in h ie 
township. ., 

" 'l'he Superinten,lent has a right at all times;,to visit the school, and gi ve aclvice to the teacher · 
a.nd the s cho,Jl; hut he can exercise no le.~a.1 authb rity over either. 

A c e 1·ti1ir1Ltc of the first grade is \'a.lid for t~·o years, tllr,.,ughon.t the t o wnshio. fl 
A certiiicnte of the second gracle is valid for one year, tbrollghout the township. 
,\ c ert"ifir;M,e of tbe thir d ttvade i~ vq,Urt. for ~jx month~. in aome one distri1-. t therein named, 
T ea.cue rs arc r el·on11nende<l to make tbemsct\·es familiar with the sch ool la."", wh_ich they w ill .1 

fin<l in Lile h a.ml.:; of, the Director. ,, ,., j 
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DeWitt~- · Yesterday and Today 
~ dy Faye Hanson ,....... 

THIS IS A TEACHING CERTIFICATE ls~ued to Hiss 
Josie Holmes in January. l88 l. Miss Holmes was 
In charge of Intermediate education for DeWitt 
School from 1870 until the turn of the century. r 
Can you imagine teachers of today standin g still 
for a phrase in their contrac.c reading "of good 
moral char?cter '·'? 

In 1880 the DeWitt School District (all of De­
Witt Township) was divided into one fraftlonat and 
five whole districts (DeWitt, Hurd. Lott, Gladden. 
Gunnl so nville and the sixth dfstrlct escapes me ) 
wlth the following board of directors: Robe rt Mc­
Col)key, James ltath, A. A, Woodruff, Chrl·stlan 
Kraus, A, S, Weste and Edgar Hurd. The v al ue of 
school property in DeWitt Townsh -lp at that time 

w a s $ 1 I • 9 0 0 • er., b r a c I n g o n e b r I c I< a n d f I v e f r a me 
buildings. Three male a n~ eleven female teachers 
were employed• 326 scholars -resided within the 
towns h Ip. 

The . certificate was given to the I lbrary by 
Helen Kraas, daughter of the late Me rle \~alker 
Burns, d aughter of early DeWitt pioneers. 


