



























































This is a letter written by Mack A. Childs te his wife afier he hiad
enlisted in the Civil War. Mr, Childs wos the editor of a DeWitt
neéwspaper. '

Camp See, Grand Rapids
Sunday, December g, HHGI!
Dear Clarra,

1thank you {or your letter, which received yesterday. My health
is guite good-much belter than it has been since returning from the
Seuth. 1 had a cold 50 severe that if | had heen ot home-and tried
former habils and remedies, would have been very linhle to have
produced a severe it of sickness, { rode on the platform of the cars
much of the way-and was much exposed to the weather. How
grateful we should be to God for health. I was glad te hear that you
were havieg the cellar made. Inform me how far the bank extends
froan the house, how you Hke i and how muoch 1L costs. 1 suppose you
are writing o me today, and [ am apprehensive that I shall leave
here before your letter arrives. 1 expect to remove from here
lomorrew ur nexi day, bul du not know whether I will go to Deiroil
‘or Chicago. L aim in hopes that it wili be Chicago, [ am plensed with
the idea of leaving hiere. [ want to be with my regiment as sgan as
possible. ! :

There is not the society in ¢amp lere that 1 expected Lo find when
I get 1o the Regr.-there-are a great many thieves and gamblers
among the men, and they start irom small ampunts up to 5300, §50.
was {aken from bunk onder me two or threq nights since, I am
hopes in getting the vther portjon of my bounty amd pay soen..
James Child is here among the dralted men and “Unele Mark”
appears to be his joy and his son. 1 do not see him al the time!! {
shalltry to send home my shawl nd one army bianket-keep two for
myself, not knowing but 1 shall wunt them if the weather should he
extremely severe. They will keep me comfortable. @ appreciaie
that it will be difficult to acquire the habit of sleeping in bed, as
forinerly. 1 suw the Rev, Mr. Mason on the ground belore Jeaying
Tor ihe South-introduced myself, and fsad a pleasani conversation
with him-have nol scen him since. | wili write you again when 1 ain
located. M I fewve befure receiving a letter from you il will be
forwirded to e, I is most impossible for anyoene to get a furlough
from ihis camp-when I get to Camp Douglas L am in bopes it will be
different.

This camp is considered, by ofd soldiers, under more strict
discipline than any other in the country and there is much com-
plaint in consequence. { see the necessily of it and have no com-
plaints. Willi the class of mien they have to manage, lhere Is

, Becessity of iL. Many of them are in chains-others two are hand-
cuffed togther. Many of the substitules are a hard class of
Cavadians. § shoadd advise all friends, if they thought they steod
une chance in ten Wy be drafied, o eolist-and aveid the stigma of
puing to war because $hey are cumpelled 10, About 700 have been
added o the army by the Oclober deatt, and forwarded from this
camp. Lhid to be at a few dollars expense on my journey, and svme
in lreating my cough, buying apples, ete. Fani presently engaged in
in muking tast and broiling meat. [ generaily keep butter on hand,
Fhave not paid er seeu to speak to Col. Spaulding since my returs.
He is now abseat and if he returns here, | wish you remil the
amount Lo hint. As Fihink of nothing more of interest to you, ! ¢lose,
huping that God will protect you all.

Affect,

WA, Chitds
















