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Ken Coin 
Ken Coin has drawn three large pen and ink sketches or early 

DeWitt which have hcen matted aud are on 1lis11lay in the lobby or 
the OcWill Public Library as part of thdr lliceutc1111ia l obscr v:rnce. , 

The sl<etches are of Brook's Dri,gstore and William's Grocery 
which burned in the big fire of Octobn 1!130, and the other is 
Brazee's Gcuc·ral Store which sur vived lhe fire 11ud has been 
r t modeled iuto the Shingle Shack He~tauranl. These buildings 
were buill in the 115:IO's :11HI •IO'h whtn DeWitt was counly seat anti a 
very busy aud bw,tling lown. 

1139 tax ~e,it 
In IH:19 when Clinton County became an administrative district, 

DeWitt Tuwn~hip, including the village of DeWitt, h,Hl a tax 
as~cssment a s follows : 

Town Tax 
County Tax 
Slate Tux 
H1>ad Tax 

JGi.96 
205.0G 
llfi.8!1 

1,406,83 Total 
1'hey were try ing lo improve their roads and heavy taxes were 
levicJ for thal purpose. J~'lualizeil Evahwtiou of the pro11erty of the 
town~hlp and village 11t tha t Li1111, w,,s $108,58U., just a !ruction over 
$:LOO per acre. The Ec1uali:u:d Evaluation or Twp~. and City this 
year of I!l75 is $5l0.117,ll57.00. lt1 rn; y1:ars lhe va1ue )las gone up 
Just a tr ifle! 

Means uf commu11icutio11 wcrt in a most primitive sta te in 18:19 
aud th1: people i11 hard cil·cuo16tanccs with littl e m oney and ha rdly 
able lo bear the burden of ad11itional taxes. Uul they were m favo,· 
of the idea of au i11d1:r,ende11t cuuuty orl{anh:uion. The first county 
commissioner s we1·e: Calvin Marvin, Eplil'iam Utley a111I Holiert 

. E. Craven. 
I I I -'' 
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DeWitt City ·ubruriall 
' ' 

and 
Oiairman, De Will Bicentennial Commission 

The following was taken from thr November 19, 1853 issue of the 
'Clinton E~1H·css' . a news1laper puhlished in DeWitt when It was 
still U1r ~:iunty seat: ' ' 
IIUSINESS OIRE(;TOHY: BAKF.lf & HANSOM · Attorney's at 
Law & Solicitors in Cliancery; oHices on Main Street, !)(•Witt, 
Mich.; particular attention given to the paying of taxes and 
collection of dernamls . . 
Joah Bak<;r J.W. Ha;1som 

' It. STIIICKL/\ND, Attorney al L,1w, Solicitor in Chancery ,rntl 
General Land Agent; DeWitt, Clinton C()., l\lich. 

C.W. LEFFINGWELL. i\llorney und Counsellor at Law, µnd 
Solicitor in Chancery, DeWitt, Mich, 

****itli.c◄;•** 

A_.W. PA'l'THIDGE &· CO.; Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries, 
Crockery, llardwarc, etc., Main St, 

D. & J. STURGIS & CO., Dealers in Dry Goods, G_roceries, 
Crockery. Hardware, Boots & Shoes, etc .. Mai-n St. DeWitt. 

JOUN W. GAHDNEII, Dealt•r In llry Guolls. Groct' rics, Crockc{Y, 
(ll~,r.1\,yJ1rf.;,; HPtl(S &;Jl,letlicines._1 ~tc., llritlge Street, DeWitt. f! __ ' 

*'*:.jl*-i\..f;;**'f Ii; I 

.JOIIN IIICl<S. nealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, Crockery, ·ui11·d­
wMc, Heady Ma,le Clothing, Boots & Shoes, etc., DeWitt . 

.JOIIN II. IIACON, Physician & Surgeon; office at_ his rcsidt;ncc on 
_Bridge Street, DeWitt, Mkh. 

* ......... *••·· 
Sf-:'1'11 P. M,\HVJN,.Physician & Surg1:un: office at the Hegister's 
ornce; J)elVitt, Mich. 

JOHN F. McKEEN, Cabinet & Chair Maker, shoJ) near the DeWitt 
l\lills . 

. J.D. EDWARDS, Draler in ·stoves, Tin-Ware, etc., Main Street, 
DeWitt. 

JOIIN W. I.ONGYEAlt, Attorney and Couus<:lor at Law & Solicitor 
in qiancery, Lansing. Mich. 

•+******•• 
WILLIAM UTLEY, Cabinet Maker, Main Street, DeWitt, 
1\II kinds of Cabinet Work ke11t constantly 1u1 hand. Sash, lllinds, 
(.'olfins, de .. mude lo order. 

,1.:+ +-••:.ti~••* 

.JOHN 'l'l!(JltNBE!l, Tailor, shop 0 11 Main Street. 
*•*** ...... 

MILLINEH\' & DltESS-MAKll'-G. Miss Ann Cnin would respeel­
. fully inform the Ladies Qf OtWitt and vicinity that she has just 
received a full assortment of FASIIIONABLE BONNET 'I'Hli\1-
IVI !NGS, and lrusis that she will ue able to give entire sat isfaction to 
all who ruay favor hc1· with th(•ir ·patronage. UcWitl, October 22, 
185:l. 
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DeWitt City L1b1;1ria11 

Anti 
Clu if llt:111. lk \V1t l 1l,.:~11tc1111ial Cu11llllissi11n 

This is the graclualion class 9f UeWiU High School, IK9U. In the 
hack row are: Harry Moon, Freil Tucker. Ed Schavcy, Charlts 
Reynolds. Floyd Williams, Elmo 1latl1, Fred Schavey; front row: 
Merle IVlcLouLh K1·aas Walker llurn,;, CeHa Sip\cy Simmons. Hugh 
Gibbs [ teached, Maude While Carl. Picture given to the library hy 
llelcn Kraas in memory o[ her mother, Merle Uurns. 
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October 22, 1975 
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l)c\Vi11 City l.1b1a1i.ill 

t\11tl 

l'li;ii1111:111 . lk \~ill ll 1.:c111c1i11ial Ct11lllllt\Si1H1 
I 

TIIE STONE IIOUSJ-: 407 EAST WEHII DHIVE 

'l'ht• !'>1 0111· lluu,t· wa, built for /\.I) . I !)cl] Hose by Harvey Uutlcr: 
it was hf•i:an in 11m; and finish,:d iu l!l:!H. A s tock floor 11lan, modeled 
iu clay was made hy llost:'s son, Frank, as a ~uidc. 1 

ro11s1ructio11 fca lurcd n·inforced concrclt: flours and ccilinl(, 
thro11~hou1. Well over 100 barre ls of cement was us,·d and mixed in 
a one whct·l-ha~ rel n1ilftir. Stones were hauled frnm as fa1· as 50 
miles .iway, all , tones are whole amt the w.tlfs arc four feet in 
thickne,s in places. Tlu·n: is tile anti tinclt:r block insidt stone. 
Sto1u·s were raised by block and Lackie. 

Thcrr is an air conditioner constructed by C. Brenner or Lansing 
which take, air from an old cis tern . C,rnvas dro11s with a s11ray look 
the dust from the air. 

Tola I co,s l or buildini: was $5,000. '1'011 laborers received $1.00 11er 
hour and unsk ill ed laborers n :<:civcd 50c per hour. Ccrucnl was 
$I .SIi a ha rrcl. ThP farm included more than 7:i ac . and hatl a large 
harn which hurn1:tl tlurin!! the IUfiO's . The old homcstca,I Un,t was 
on lhc , ilc w.i, m oved 2 huus cs lo lht: 1-:a, l aud is still in us,i. · 

Tiu· lir, l ,la,q~hlcr house in the urea was southwest of Uw house 
,ind hanlcll water from Prairie C1·eck lo wash lhc · meat.. 'L'hc 
, laul(htcr house furuishc,I cans lo Uc\\'ilf homes lo collect ga rbage 
lo fr,·d tlw hul(S. This was lhc bci;inning uf lloscvalc Packiug 
t'ompany which has now hccomc Mi_chigan llt(cf Conqiany. 
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Proclamation By President Palmer: 
Pursuant to the proclamation ofthe Pr esident 

of the United' States and the natural wish of every 
loya l American citizen, upon this sad occasion. 
the death ot Wm. McKinley, and the nation's loss 
of a beloved President, it is desi rable that appropri­
ate expressions of grief and sorrow, by outward 
and visible observance of proper for m s o f mourn­
ing, to give e)\pression to the inwar d sense of 
national loss and personal sorrow. In the line of 
such observance I ask and recommend; that dur­
ing- t he day set apart for the funeral observances-­
Thursday, Sept. 19 , 1901, all p laces of business, of 
all kinds. and schools of the Vi l lage of St. J ohns. 

'be closed from 12 a. m. to 5 p. m. and at the hour 
arrangE:cl for· the funeral. appropriate rel ig ious 
services be arranged for anJ held . 

H ENRY P.ALMER, 
Pres ident. 

Religious services wi l l be held in M. E. Church, 

Thurscta1 afternoon· at 2:30. Judge S. B. Daboll, 

L------------•--.i-•••·ililrr■-•·•·•-•· Mr. J . C. Dooling, and posi;ibly ol11vr "' w !I I ~- ;>nt1k . 

Proclamation By President Palme~: The above was published in the Sept. 17 exlra edition o[ the 

p ant to the proc larnation of the Presidenl-linton He1rnblican and tells of the memorial for President Willial,ll 
ur~u ·t d St ates and the natural wish of ev_er'McKinlcy. victim of ass,1ssination. The clif>ping belonged to Ralph 

of the n, e_ ·tizen upon this sad occas1onwomtruff who has donated it to the DeWittf>ublic Library. 
loyal AmherttcaWn c1McK;nley and the nation's loss - , 
+he deat o m. , . ._ 
. fa beloved President, it is desirable that appropnd 
o . f d arrow by outwar 
ate expressions of grie an s ' urn-

d . ·'ble observance of proper forms of mo f 
an v1s1 . t the inward sense o 
ing, to g·ive expression o In the line of 
national loss and personal sor_row. end , that durM 

~uch observc:~c=P~~t~o~~~e f~1~
0
;'aT obs~rvances-· 

,ng the day S t 19 1901 alt places of business, of 
Thursday, ep. h' Is of t he Village of St. Johns, 
all kinds, and sc 00 t 5 p . m. and at the hour 

'be closedd ffrornthl2eafu~~r~l appropriate relig ious 
arrangE: or ' 
services be arranged for p.nJ held. . LM ER 

· HENHY PA , 
President. . . 



October 15, 1975 

Visitors · tour VFW post 
On Saturday, Oct. 4, <luring 

the Bi-Centenni11l Kick-Off, 
House Tour in DeWitt, the VFW 
Post 11671 was open for visitors. 
'fhc Ladies Auxiliary had a 
Sloppy J oe Luncheon. 

The Auxiliary also raffled a 
hand-made, hand-tied, old- ' 
fashioned patch work quilt. 
Four year old Tammie George 
pulled out the winning ticket at 
2:30 p.m. Linda Cowan, 13834 
Ducharme Drive, DeWitt was 
the winner. The quilt will be 
presented lo Mrs. Cowan at a 

· potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 15, al the 
Post Home. Proceeds from lhe 
raffle will be used for a party at , 
the Veterans ' Facility in Cn1nu 
Rapids. . 

All members are reminded of 
the potluck and are asked lo 
bring a dish to pass and table 
service. Betty Hendrickson, 

hl,msemother at the VFW 
National Home in Eaton 
Rapids, and her family will also 
attend the dinner. Mrs. Hen-

drickson will give a short talk 
on the National Home. There 
will lie aJ3usincss Meeting after 
the dinner. 

O~Wit I City Lib r;11 ian 

A11J 

Ch:11m1;i11. DcWill Bi.:e111cn11i;il C,H11111 i~,1,H1 

The following is takeu from PAST AND l'HESENT OF l'l.lNTON 
COUNT\' hy Jud~e S.11. Ouboll 11ubli11lw1I in 11/0li . 

('ou11Ly S1')wol Co1111ulbbionrr, 'l'.11. 'l'owu,l•ud, iu au artidc 
prcsc11tcd by him lo lhe Clrnlon County Pioneer Society, has lhl' 
followin!{ ~u ~ay regarding the 11a111il1g of \Vatl'l'town 'l'o,111, hi11. "I 
ha11e bcc11 unable defi11itely to sl'ltlc a~ to the 1l1•rivatio11 of I ht· 
ni.mc Watcrtmvn, but here ib at le.ibt a J>lau,illlc tlu·ory. II b 
g~nentlly a well known fact of hbtory that emigra tiou t:,kcs place 
qlong the paralleli. liy that I mean lhal a t>cuplc t'111igral111g from a 
certain lutilude in the cr1st, for instance. say 1110,500 o,· 1000 miks, 
will bt: found maldnl{ their homes in aluml the same la titude thal 
Urey had occupied iu the east. Trace t:ad1 people lrom cast lo 11 est, 
followin~ 1,arntlcs, unil you will fintl them to posess 111any tiling, in 
common. common habits and tas tes and the same family 11,lllll'S, 

lhti sa111t, gco1rra11hic.il m,mes. Look at your maps and you will fintl 
in them tlinlo11 County c,·osses by the Sallie parallt's as 1·rntral 
New York a111I Massachusetts. /\ml thrnughoul N.Y. a11tl l\la,s. you 
will find the geographical names of E~M!X, C!inlo11, Hotl11•sll·r, 
DeWitt and Watertown : \Vate1·town cs11ccially hciug a favoritl' 
uu111c in lhat section of the c11st .. /\s uhol'C 1111•n lion1•1i, tltt• lustol'ic · 
settlers or Watertown, ahnost to an in(livitlual, either di rl"ttly or 
indirectly, came from l\l.1ss. or N.Y. and thal, togelhff with lhc 
fact tlwt the pa rt of \Valt-rlown first selllcd, w;1s well 11•11tcr~tl 
would al least establish a plausillle theory upon "hich lo cst.al,lish a 
rcasou for clu-iste,1inl{ the orga11iw tio11 w~1tcrlow11.' ' 

lu 111:lli seltlemeuts 111ulliplicd rnpi<lly . l.lurin~ this yea ,·. :it'lual 
scttlemcnls were mad<· for lite first time in Uaih. Uallas. Duplain . .' 
l.irccnhnsh. Ovitl. Hiley anti Vidor towuships. l,1 18:17 lhl' lb! wa, ;' 
completed. when Courtland Hill autl Lucius Morton ,ellled Ui-n~al 
and llini;h,un, re,111:ctivdy. It i~ worthy to notlc1: that Oi'\Vilt 
towuship, which was actually si:tlled fir,t of all low11shi11s of th~ 
couuly. was for som1: year~ the co1111nercial ce1,lt'r or ilw couuty 
and conL,iinctl the county ,cat while llin~han1 wa~ the last or the 
whole number to receive a settler in Occcn,ber. IK:17, and now 
con la ins the h,q,:cst city or the coi,nty and ha~ the county scat. 

' 
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De Witt City Librarian 

'-and 
Chairman, De Witt Bicentennial Commission 

What's in a name? Well, for starters, it'5 someth!ng you live with , 
all or your life. ,-\mong the most common for_girls at present are 
Debbie, Sharon, Judy, Linda and Karen as well as the old fashioned 
:\-Iary and Ann. For boys, Ke\·ln, Troy, Tracy and Jeffery seem to 
be in vorJe along with John, David and Wllllam. •. 

I am an avid tombstone reader and you will often see me on my 
knees In the DeWitt, South Riley and Boughton Cemeteries reading 
epitaphs, and when the weather gets bad I go to the city hall and 
read cemetery records there. I have come across some different 

' and supris lngly beautiful given names used many years ago ; 
among those for girls are: Desire Ann, Dorcas, Ortency, Arvilla, 
Anola, Patlence, Albina and Drucilla. And for boys: Ephriam, 
Welcome, Josiah, Amoriah, Joab and Varney. Many of those b1>ys 
are picked from the bible, the one book that every household 
owned. Most people In those bygone days were very poor , but thil! 
was not a disgrace as very iew people had much ready cash. They 
made their own homemade iun and gave their chlldren unusual and 
beautiful names. · 
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Mo1 d1 3. 1976 

Dateline 
DeWitt 

:\ 
with Faye Hanson 

l)~W tlt (' i1y L ihr. t ttJ II 

A,,d 

t'h:11r111:111. D,·W11 1 lli,·c,1 tc11 11 i:il C11111 ,n"'"'"1 

1800 architecture 
These lhrce buildings a re typicJl of the architecture of Lhe lll-ltl's 

and 50's in DeWitt. They slootl along lhe north side of tht: I 00 block 
of West Main Streel. All three llumcd in the big fin) of Oct. rn:w. The· 
one on the left was llarry J\1oon's Grocery, the nex t Smiley's 
V:niely anti the last William's Grocery . Notice the hitching mi ls in 
front of each stm·e. 
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DeWitt City Lihraria11 ' 
And 

Ck1ii'111an. l)~\Vj11 lkcn1e1111ial Cu1iuni),i,>11 

• • I 
With lhc iHlvenl of Thanksgivi11g this week, it seems appro1u-iate 

to ta.lk about Plinwth Pl.111talio11, 1~hich is ~ituated two 111ilt, fr<,111 

t'lymouJ~ _l_{~C~ tll PIYt"\OUlh,_ l\o'.a'\. , •. ; 1•11 1: 1. ,_I. 
• ~:\O yca .. s ago.1 a group ot Enghshmcll, persecuted for their 
i·ellgious bellels, sailctl for the New Wortu ,111!1 n new life. Thty 
estalilislw<l a colony called Plimoth Plantalion wh1•rc they could 
worshit> with free co11sdtncc. 



·1 

With the ;illvent ·or Thanksgiving this Wt!ck'. it seems aptlropriate 
lo talk about Pli11111th Pl;1:11,1Ho11, whil:h is situated two miles from 

1'lymou,l~ ~\i~~ in f '>'lli.QJttlt IVJuss_;, ,., 1 1 ., 1 : , • ·: •• 

:, :15U yea••~ ugo} a g1·011p ol 1!11ghsli111c11, 1►c1·scculc1I for lh<;tr 
rcllgious bellels·. ~lilied for the r~1iw Wortu ;m<l u new llf1·. They 
esta hlishcd a colony called Plimotll Plantaliou where they could­
worship wilh lrcc conscieuc<·. 

The present Pljn1oth Planlalion is a living full-scale re-creation 
of that ,·ill;,11((• eslablishei.l hy the Pilgrims as it upp1•an•d i11 IG~7. 
llcrc. guides t,1kt! cum:sus lo h1crnuMi lhch· u11tler~ta1ullng anti 
knowledge of lil"e :ISO ye11,rs ago. When you visit l'limoth l'lanl.ation, 
as I did in ·O.clobcr, you ·cvme us close. as they can bring you to 
experienciug the l}th Cl!nlury and understanding the Pilgrims and 
their world. · 

\'ou walk 1iow11 .i. dusly street line,! wilh wooden houses with oiled 
pa1ier for window& ~r ju~l shutters pmt close; these houses a rc 
surrounded by ft11ced gardens. You smcll wootl smoke and ~cc iood 
cooking fl watchcd• them coold.ng a large fish wrapped in seawee,I 
and .placed over a.n OJH:,11 !'ire outs ide or the 1Jouse, the flil\S were 
terrible!]. The pc111lle curry 011 the tasks of a 17th c:enll4ry fanning 
community in thte ),amc 111anner as was done :t50 years ago. 'J'h(•y 
wor~ in the gardeps, make hmls, si!w. dye clbth, shear ~hc,•p, feed 
chickens and scour pans \Vilh saud'to dca11. They dress in tlle s<1mc 
mannci· as t11e Pilgrims a111t you iudct:d feel like you ha,e ste111;cd 
back into another. \lgc. 

l'limoth Ptantal1011 is open 1taily from April I through Nol'e,nlier. 
Admission chn,·gc i~ $1 .7~ for adulls and tiOc fo,· children. 

While ihe housts lire- i-athe1· primitive, these people ~ame from a 
highly civilized cOl)l\try ;ind while (heir tables wer1.: handma de they 
had bt"l111lif~I white iin t'u i;loths and chests with ex11uis itc cani11gs 
on them. ,, · 

. ,,_, ,.__ 
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"Old Ironsides" is lh
1
e n,1me earned by lhc U.S. Fri~ale Con­

Slituliou bctau,,;c lhc cauno11 lialls bountcd off IH:r sides . She was 
huill in Boston an d launched in 1797. In her long and glorious 
car eer, ~he was 1•ngagcd in about •IO ballles a 111I never suffrrcd a 
tlefcaL Hcliuill aud restored with fuuds raised by public sub­
scri1iliun in 18:U, she is now moorc,l at Boston Naval Shi11yard. 1'hc 
CONS'l'l'l'llTION is s till a ship of the U.S. Navy and i;; m;11111cd by 
, ailors dad in 11av;, I ,·oslu mt: of lhc J'/OO's. Sine,· April i:n:1 , slu: \wK 
hnn 11111leq;oi111, a $•I A 111illlo11 rc~Lor a Lio11-thc fir~[ since 1~27-3 L 
Since lill I, lhc USS CONSTITUTION has been continuously i11 full 
co111mi~s ion-thc longest unbrokc11 suth 11erio~ in her history-and i~ 
currcu!ly , e1·v in1; as Flagship, Co 1111n antla11L, F il-st Nav.ol Distr ict 
;,s a source of pride, patriotism. a nti inspiratiou lo millions or 
:\m.,ricaus. Tl!l'l'C is n«) charge lo board and lour lltis fine old ship. 

I I 

i ! 
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l.'1\IHST ClllJRCII in l'hilat\t'l!)hia wub desig1rntcd a Nalio11al 
Shrine h y ,rn i\d of, CungrcbS. ll was organiie<I in lli\l5 011 the 
11n•scnt site. l\11•mlll'rS uf the Co11linc11lal Congress. signers or lhe 
lwdaration uf 111tkp1•11,lem:c, (:corgc Wash\i1gto11, Thom.ls Jcf· 
!,•rson . lll•11jarni11 frnukli11, and many 01hcr famous Americans 
worshi11p1·<I \11•rc. ,\11ll'ricu11s of every faith who visit this historic 
church arr r1:mitulc1\ thal [rc1·llom is 1\ivincly in~11ircd. 

'l'lw c,11tlllclit cha111lt:licr hrnughl rr,un England in 19-14, is still in 
use. The •·Wineglass" l'ttlpil .... ,s 111,ulc in 1110. The ring o[ eight 
hells \ h,ler i11crca~1·1I lo eleven I wu~ c,\st in E11g\a11d illld hung in 

the ~te1·pl<: in l75•1. '!'hey arc sti ll rung 1\nily . 
'l'wo signl'l'S or the llcclaraliou of ln1\cpcn1\cnce ,ire \1uried in the 

churchy,1l'tl , anti fiw others, ainong lhcm lk njarnln f ranklin. ill 
\he churd1 h11rial \(l'Ollllll al Fiflh .1111\ i\rch Streets. 

Th,· l'n1tcst,1n1 E1>isco11al Church in the U.S. was lonued in 
Chrisl Church aiwr lht• llcvolulion. The l~nglish I- ,tnt is the one in 
which William \>t•t\ll was ba1ili'1.ctl. ll was a gifl sent lo Christ 
t'\rnrd1 in 16!!1 l'rolll All· Uallow's Church, Uarkin11,-hy•the-'l'ower, 

\ ..01ulun. · This ~hurch is now a National Shrine ,11111 upon visiliug it you 
rc:,lly (rd as H yu11 arc in lhe rm:scnct> of lhose bygone Patrh1ts of 
lhh t·u1mlr)' . My [ccling upon billing ill the very santc pew occu11ied 
h) ( ;,•111 f\'' W11:ihhtf(lun l0111( 111(0 wab uni.' of a we and hum hie thank-
Culu~s• tlial \\I! h;itl ,uch 111c11 uf ~u1m•1,111 111111 dl'Ull'lllllllllion Whll , 
w1•r1: willit11( lu ,trike uul for indcp•·11dc11.:c agaiuSl tyranny. 
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Chai, 11u11. lk\Vitt llirc11tL'lllli~I Co1111111;siun 

t, • . ... , ~-'i:' ; . ,t-. \·-t• , ... , 
The College of William anti MalJX wa:, ~h~rtered' in Hi9:I us an , , 

Anglican rollei.:c in Williams bur~, . \l;t,' Tltrou1(1toul the colonial 
period William and Mary was the center of bjghcr cch1c,1l1011 hj ; 
Virginia and Maryland; hoth of thi, tobacro cotonies or the 
Chesapeake were taxed to finance its conblruction. It Is the bCCOud 

oldest college in the United Stales. 'l'he Wren Uuiltii111: is the oldest 
academic eilifice in English s11caking i\n1erica In conlinnous use. · 
Several of the lrnil<ling·s first and second floor rooms have been 
carefully furnished as they might have been in the eighteenth 
century and along with the Chapel, arc upe11 lo the public year 
~round, 'fbe building .tlso comi.nucs in daily use for classes and 

faculty offices. /\~con1i11g to au cal'ly .accouut it was ••first modeled 

by Sir Christo11ht:r Wl'(:n," but was aclaplcll to lhe Nature of the 
Country by lhe C1·11tle111c11 Lhcre." The cornerstone was laid in 1695, 
and though fires in 1705, 1859, and again i,1 1862 did S<·rious dnmagc . 
the massive exteriur walls arc largely origina l. The huilcling now 
has the outward .ippcarancc it showed from about 17lli. llerc were 
c<lucatc(I Thorn.1s Jefferson, J ames Monroe ancl other lca,lers of 
the Hcvolution. 
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T\\'O channiug: :\us sics .ire yisiting in De\\'il( this week; thc_y arc 
.\llan an1I Pel( ('arl' of Pt·rLh. Western Au, tralh1. They arc the 
lwusp guests uf .\Ir. ('a1·y ·s si,;tcr. Barham [!\!rs . Do11ald ] lla utel. 
1~~11 t.,,,11~spur lhivt· . 1.akt· 1;c11na . The (',1rys c-amc lo the U.S . to 
1 isit thl'ir 1!au f(htl'I' . . 1t-11 11if1•r, who is au ('Xchangc slutlcnl in Lake 
'l'ahtw, (',il ifurni,1. She 1111'1 h1•r 1n11·c11ls in San Frandsco and uc­
(·umpapit•d th,·m 011 :i trip do\111 Lilt' toas't Lo the Mcxic;iu border. 
'l'hl'y l'isitetl 1dth the lhrt'(! familib who arc .Jcunie'.s hosts while 
,Ill' i,; in this ,·,,uutr~· bdore hl'a~liu~ for ,\l ichigan. · 

Th<' {'arr 's , who a1·1· fro,n thr coa, l of Western A,ustralia . had 
111•,·t·r st· t•n :-.now until llu.·v ;,r ri.\cd i11 the 1nou11laiuous area of 
l'alifornia and tlwy hal'l' 11t,-vt·r ,nn snow lalli11g so ,,e are hoping 
lh:,l ,1 liltlt• will bll h,•fo1·1• llwy dt•fla r t fM home on th~ t1lh. While 
lht· ., · an· l·11jo~·i11g their vi!--it to Lhi :-, <.·ounh·y they ,,,_·il1 be glad t.o 
n ·lu1·n to tht·ir lhn•t· ~011s who arl' with reh.\tivi:~ at hUnle. Pek·th, 
\u,(ralia is half wa y around the worlcl from \ lid,ig,w, n(, muller 

11hid1 way .,·ou go. cast or west. it is tt,1•. same dis ta111·e to Western 
.\us lralia . ~ 



l)~Wil I City Librarian 

And 
Ch.iinnJn, DeWitt lfo:c111c11nial C,>1111ni,sio11 

This is an interior view of Bruton P arish Church, Williamsburg, 
Va. This church is a li11k between the past a11d the prcseul. From 
1715 to the present time this builtli11g has been In continuous use, a 
fine architectural c11;amplc of the colonial church in America, and a 
reminder in bricks and mortar of lhe ))art religion 11lay1:d in the 
daily life of eighteenth-century Virginia. It was the rector of this • 
church, the late llev. W.A.H. Goodwin. who fi rst conceived the 
rcslo1:ation of Williamsburg, and ir1tereHted Mr. John O. Hocke­
fellcr. Jr., in this project. 

Bruton Parish was formed in 1674 by merging two earlier 
parishes [one of them founded in 16:l~). The 1•rescnt church was 
begun In 1711 aud completed in 1715. The vestry stt aside a lur~e 
squarn 11ew with a cano1•ied chair for the governor or the Council. 
TIii' tr:,nhc"pl 1•cw~ during sessionH or the /\ssembly were rcservt:tl 
for 111,:n,bcn. or the llouHe of llurgett•.:w. · 

Church and state were united in colonial Virginia and office• 
holders wet·e obliged under the C1·own lu conform to the established 
church. All classes of colonists, from great pla nters to the humblest 
artisan and s lave. J>artici11,1ted in the sacra111ents of the Anglican 

. church. The stone font , .iccordlng to tradition brought from the 
church at Jamestown, 1nobobly witnessed tile ha1ltism or fourteen 
slaves for whom George Washington stood !(odfather. As the 
Virginia artistoc racy was politic:,lly mindecl, most or the leading 
planters became members of the AsHembly aud. as such, wor• 
shi1iped in 13ruton Parish Church. At limes or political t~ris is, the 
aid or God was humbly sought; in 17H, when word reached 
Williamsburg that Parliament had closed the port of' lioslon, the 
burgesses set aside a day for fasliug, humililation, aud prayer, and 
w.ent to Bruton in a body "to implore the divine interposition, for 
averting lite heavy Clamity which threatens destruction to our Civil 
Rights, and the Evils or Civil War." 

--------------
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This is a picture of Chownintfs Tav~rn. Williams~urg, Va. In 1)66 
Josiah Chowning advertisNI the opening of his tavern "where all 
who please lo favor me with their custom 1nay depend upon the best 
of entcrl;iinmcnt' for lhemsclve~. servants, and horses, anti good 
p,isturagc." The rates which could t,e charge~ ror food and 1lri11k 
w<;re duly fixed each year by the justices of the county and wet·e 
ordered to be "011cnly ,ct up in the JIUblic e11tcrt,1i11ing room of 
every onli11i1ry." Chow11ing·s Tavern served a less augus,t clienlele 
than the ltalcigh or H.i111rs Arm:;, and good sturdy made tables and 
chairs have hct:n selected for. todayri furnishings. 

When weather per111its, guests arc served in the garden bd1ind 
the tavern: Colonial statutes were explicit in · slating that all 
liccnsipg la,i's wen: equa lly binding uul of doors in "l;ooths, ar­
bours ,1ud st.Ills'' .. The kitchen, dairy, and smok1:house have been 
reconstructed on their origin;il sltco. , 

~ .,/ . ~ .. , · I ' 
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llining- is an unforgettable experience when done in one of 
Williamsburg's three reconstnicted Colonial 'l'avcn,1s: King's 
i\rms, Chow11ing's .111d Christiana Campbell's. You must m.ikt 
rc~crvaliQns way ahead as they art; .ilwtty:; b0-0kctl in advance. You 
djnc hy caiullelii:ht and arc given a tf,rce hy four fo-0t naplfin whi<:h 
is large enough to-use as an apron! You arc scrvt,d famous foods of 
a long ag11 s11uih. , 

When dining at Chowl\illg'S this fall I s larteci off with 
S/\NGAJU:E. This is a drinlt matlc fr11m an tHth century recipe 
using the wine of Maderia blentled witl; the juict,s of fresh lemons 
;ind orange:;, ligl;lly swctencd and served c,>ld. It is quite different 

, riom U1c prcHent day Sangria. This wa? fullow1·tl by clam~ on th11 · 
half shdl. Next came Brunswiek Stew, ma1le from young fowl, ha111 
a11d fresh garden stuff. The finishing t ouch was Pec,,n 'l'art. 

Other thin14s ofl't.:rcd on thu menu arc: U,,ckfin Chesr1peakc Bay 
Crabnieat, Welsh fiabLit witlt Suny Cl)lt11ly llam, F ried Chicken, 
Sally l.111111 bread, c~c,iiloJH\c.l oysters, gr(icn-gaj.(c 11lum ice cream, 
ora11gc-nut pou1t1I cake. huttercd apple pi t, anti olt.l fashioned cheese , 
c;,kc with fl·t;sh ~~rawbcrries. You take you time and llon·t rush and 
C'.'e1·y mouthful is a i·oy. ' · •''( 

/\nother eating exp1,r ie11cc at its best is the Hunt Breakfast 
served at the Cascade Inn in Williamsl>urg. There a,·c HO vMielies 
of food on the hr1,1, kfasl buffet which is ser ve!! [rum !l:00 A.M. 1111til 
nilon. If 11la11ning to vihit Williamsbuii;, Va. thi~ J~iccntennial year · \ 
il is u1y sug!(estion (hat you start making reservations now. They · 
told me whcJ1 there in Nov. i.lwt I.here were l'ew opuoings l<lft for \ 
housing for 197(j. 

• }, l • ..... '-.i; ........ .r.i- .... ..:., ,.. , 'C i ., • ,.,..,. ,11. 
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Th,· midtllt• Z wt•,•k s in lktohn I spP11t walking in tit,• f"oo ls l,•p, of 
AIIH·rlca 's fon: hean·rs . I It'll l.11 11sl111( Ocl ~ i;o111i; i111u ( 'a<1:1tla :i! 
Sarnia.ind on lo Niagara Falls for the firs1 11 i1;hl, lhc•liPxt ,11 orni11g ·, I 
cross ing ov,•r into New York Sta le and on lo llc1111i11gton. Vermont 
where we visilctl the mo1111me1it Lo lhl' llattlr- of lk uni11g1011 which 
was fought in 177!1 and Lhc 11111scu111. 

Then we look lhe i\lolly Sla1·k Trail across lit,· Gn~cnc !\lountains 
lo Hratllehoro, Vt. a cross the corner of r,c" lla111pshirc a11tl inlo 
'.\lass. The colors were glorious cvcrywltert•. 

We .arrived in Hoston 011 Oct .. 10 for i days. \\'c """t aboard the 
ship ''Old Ironsides" i n Boston llarllor ll'hich is ~till a ship of th1• 
l'.S. ~avy. We visited Ohl North ChtuTh , Fancuil lla ll, Bunker llill 
monumt:'nl, Old SI.ti(! House anti l l11, ta n1 1>11, ,·s of ll a n •artl, :\t.f.T. 
& H,11kliffc. 

We toured Concord & Lex ington and the homes of llcn1·)1 Wads­
worth Longfellow & Louisa !\fay ,\!coll. (Ju lhe 11th we Id ( cai-ly 
[of historic Cape· Cod 11l1t:rc we s lopped a nd 1,·r 11t on hoard 
~la_rllowcr ~. vicwctl Ply1111111th Hock anti obSt'l" \'ctl life as it was 
lived in the IGlOs al l'lyn,uuth l'lantatiou. 

\l't: 1n-11t on lo Provincl'tow11 aud s JH'nl lh<' night iu llyanuis. Our 
ne~l s lop wa, Newport, II. I. when· we toun·tl the Breaker, 1-:,Catc, 
en·l:lcd in tht• IK!Jll's by Conlt'lus \'andcrhilt, abo visited 'l)·inity 
Church huilt in tht• 1no•s. 

'l'.he nt·xl da) wt· went to l\lyslic, Conn. ,1 h<'re we s p,,nt mu~l of 
lhf•·•ta~- al IVl ~·s tic S,·a pol"!, a n•s torcd t"i$h inir villa g ., with ovet" 1;0 
huiJ11ings as thry were i11 the wha ling ~lays. Wt: , pi:nt thi- night al 
\ell" llan·n. Conn. and sa w lht· \'ale Campus, . 

Tht• Jlt•~l tlay W<' vis ited the campus of Wt•, ! Point, llii s ,·ountry 's 
oldysl military collcg1·. \Ve 11 cnt 011 lo Bear l\lountain Stale Park 
th~·n on 10 Philaddphia ror 2 days. llcrt! w(· vis ited lndc11e11tlc11cc 
11,a ll ;11ul saw Lhc Liherty flt·ll, BNsy Hoss' llou,e ;.iul Chri:;L Church 
wht'l't' Washington wo,·shi111H•d :1 111I where 7 of lhi' si~111·rs of the 
Decla ra tion or lntlcp,•1ult>nt(• are buried. 

\\"t; a lso visited Bi:njamin Frankli11 's gra ve. We tnur,~!I the U.S. 
'.\lint and math• our 01111 coins . Wt• lrfl 1>11 the IHl h anti vis itctl \he 
,\mjsh in l.ancas tt·r County, Pa . and had d in1Hcr al th~ <_;ootl S.1 
l'lcnl.y Amis h farm. Fro111 tlwn, \\"l' 111·11! to (,dty shurg anti 1oun:d 
llw baltlcficlds before heading hack lo ;\ lichiga11 . 

It n•ally was a wond,•rful trip ,111tl gan gn •;it ins igh t iuto thr 
ba ckgrou11tl of our Fonuding Falhl'l"S. Now, aft (•r a week in tile 
orfic4.', I am off lo \VilliatnslHu-~. V:L L,, to11tiuuc nl) walk ha c.:. 11. into 

h~ro~-~ 
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DeWitt will be hHing a day-long celebration on July 3 [Satur­
day]. culminating its Bicentennial festivities . There will be a huge 
parade at 10: 30 with a $100 prize for the best noat. We are 2~king 
people from all O\'er the county to participate, not only wilb noats 
but with marching units of all kinds. 

We will be celebrating not only our country's 200th birthday, but 
De Witt's 143rd year of existance. A hove is a blank for paradt en­
tries , cl ip and send it in and help make this one huge sutct'Ssful 
birthday party. 

) 
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Chairman, Dek1itt Bicentennial Commission 

Many people say that Bicenlennial should be spE>llrd Bl"Ycen­
tennial and they are right because e\'erywhere you go you are of- · 
fered cheap, and aot so cheap, souvenirs commemorating our 
country 's 200th birthday. 

• Here in DeWitt Yo e are trying to (one down the selling lo a fe11 
souveni~s that have special meaning for the people of this area anrl 
Clinton County, and all profit from this \'enture will go back into a 
fund to pay for our 1976 celebration. 

We hal'e not asked the City Council for any funds, preferring lo 
earn the monies o.urselves. 

We have a 2-inch button which says 'American RHolution 
Bicentennial Jii6-1976, De\\'itt, Michigan, founded l833'. They are 
collectors it.ems. Wt: have 1000 and"' hen the~ art gone no mote 1,ill 
be ordered. A local artist, ~ladeline Brockway, has sketched 
severai DeWitt landmarks which haYe been put on note stationer~· 
and are for sale. 

Also for sa le are the ARBA and Bennington Flags, which are 
collectors items and may be nown for years (o come. 

Three businessmen in the area generously paid for ne11 
"\\'elcome To DeWitt" signs and our new !Ile-Quire Park camr from 
local and sta te funds. The new welcome sign on CS-2i was erected 
by the DeWitt Businessmen's -~_ssociation. -----------
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This is lhe interiqr of \lie Apothecqry Shop, Willi.imsburg, Va, ~1) · 
the eightee11th century, the ow11e1· of such a shop was usu~lly a 
doctor, who · i11 add!tion to his med.ical practice, served its a 
dispenser of medicines in the role of pharmacist. This sho11 is one 9f 
Williamsburg's operati11H craft shops, exhibiting -an in1po~ing 
array • of the elixirs and ointments of colonial medici11e .and 
''compleal sets of amputating Instruments." Delftware jars of 
medicinal herbs and aromatic spices lim: the shelves. Tobacco and 
other w<1rcs were carried as valuable •sidelines. [Not ijO different 

·. from our modern Drug Store]. . : 
' This is one of the shops ftiatured in the ''Candlelight Craft Shops 
Tour" offere!I to visitors to coloJ1ial Williamsburg. · · 

Seven from DeWitt 
' . 

on CMU honors list -, I 

MT. PLEASANT - Seven 
students from the DeWitt area 
have been nanied to the honors 
list for the fall semester at 
Central Michigan University. 

They are: Charles L. Bissell 
(junior), l361? Francis Rd.; 
Stephanie Kay Hiatl (Senior), 
! 118 Turner· St. ; Cynthia H. 
Jaskiewicz (Sophomore), 1007 
K Go111m1 Dr.; l\fo:lwlo .I. 
1V1oocty 1.Se nior ! , . 1125 J;>rimrose . 

Lane; Cindy Park~· 
(Sophomore), 1280 Herbison 
Rd.; Sharon Eileen Wood, 
(Sophomore) , 10720 Norris Hd.J 
and Debra Lynn Yow1g (Junior,/ 
247 Hound Lake Rd. 

To be eligible for the' 
academic honors list, a student 
must have a cumulative grade 
average of "B" or better for his 
or hil t· ,,.1 liro collouu rnruor. 1 

I \ 

I 
\ 

! • 
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This is a letter written by Mark A. Childs lo his wife after he had 
enlisted in the Civil War. Mr. Childs was t he editor of a DeWitt 

Cam11 Sec, Grund ltapids 
Sunday, December 6, )'lliJ 

Dear Clarra, 
I thank you fo~ your letter, which I received yesterday. My health 

is 11uite good-much better than il has been since returning from the 
South. I had a cold so severe that if I had been at home-am! tried 
former hahlts and remedies, would have been very Uuble lo have 
produced a severe flt of sickness. I rode on the platform of the cars 
much of the way-and was much exposed to the weather-. llow 
grateful we should be to God for health. I was glad to hear that you 
w1·rc havinl{ llic n~llar ma<fo. htfonn me how far the bank extends 
from the hom,c, how you like It uud how much It COhlS. I ,upposc you 
are writing lo me today, and I am lJpprehensive that I shall leave 
here before your leUer arrives. l expect lo remove from here 
tomorrow or next day, but do not know whether l will go to Detroit 
'or Chicago.tam in ho)les that ll will be Chicago. I am pleased with 
the itlea or leaving l1erc. I want to be with my regiment as soon as 
possible. t : 

There is not the society i11 camp here that I expected to find when 
I get to the llegt.-there-are a great many thieves and gamblers 
among the men, and they s~art from small amounts up to $500. $50. 
was taken from bunk under me two or thrc~ nights since, I am 
hopes in getting the other porl/011 of my bounty and pay soon . . 
James Child is here among the drafted men and "Uncle Mark" 
appears to he his joy and his son. I do not see him all the time!! I 
shall try lo send home my shawl ~nd one army blanket-keep two for 
myself, not knowing but I shall w,,nt them If the weather should be 
·extremely severe. They will keep me comfortable. I appfeciate 
that it will be 11iffkult lo ac'luirc the ha bit of sleeping in bed, as 
formerly. I s11w the Jlcv. l\fr . Mason on llw grouud before lcuvlng 
for the Soulh-inlrnduccd myself, and had a pleasant conver~alion 
,with him-have 1101 seen him since. I will write you again when I am 
located. If I leave before receiving a letter from you it will be 
forwarded to rnt. It is most impossible for anyone to get a furlough 

_from this camp-when I get lo Camp Douglas I am in h0JICS il will he 
different. 

Tltis camp is considered , by ·old soldiers, uudcr more strict 
disci1>line than any qthe1· iu the country and there is much com­
plaint in consequence. I see the necessity of it, and have no com­
plaints. With the class or men they ' ha\'e to manage, there is 

1 necessity of it. Many of them are in chains-others two arc hand­
cuffed togther. Many of the substitutes are a hard class of 
C:11,aclians. I should advise all friends. if they thought t hey stoo<l 
one chance in ten tQ be drafted, to enlist-and avoid the stigma of 
going to war because they are com11ellccl to. About 700 have been 
added lo lhe anny by the October draft, aml forwardt:d from t his 
camp. l had to be al a few dollars expense on my journey. and s 1,111c 
in trcalin~ m~ cougJ1. buying apples, etc. I am 11re,;e11tly engage,! in 
in making toast an<I broiling meat. I generally keep butler on hand. 
I have not paid or seen to speak lo Col. Spaulding since my return. 
lie is now absent and if he returns here, I wish you rnmil the 
amount to hirn. As I think of nothing more or interest lo you, I close. 
hoping that Cod will protect yon all. 

Affect. 1 

M,/\, Childti 
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·r1tis is how one got around back a l the turn of the century. Thi6 
s(lorty rig hclotigetl to Arthur and !lay Magsig who .ire seated in the 
buggy . They lived on U.S.-27. The picture wns 1011111:tl lo me by Mrs. 
llaymoml Magsig. 
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Few people in DeWitt liberty, lo cherish Hnd maintain 
'fownshiµ know lhal their the ideals and inslitl1tiom uf 
neighbor, F'ordney Cushman, of American Freedom ,111tl lo 
3:it;o l•:asl Clark nuad, ih a dir,•1•1 11ppu111 :1 n.v lhomlc,, 01· _acllu11:. 
1h~1,·,mfo111 uJ J.,1111 llowla11d thal Llirc:.ilen their continuity.' 
oue ol lhc original passengers •· 
on the l\1ayflower which landed 
111 P lymouth, Mas.s. in 1620. And 
that another direct descendant 
Thomas Cushman, arrived th<; 
followi ng yea r 1621. llowlimd's 
daughter, lluth married C11sh­
rna11·s son. 

fon!ncy Cushman is lhe tenth 
generation lo live in America. 
lie resides on a Centennial' 
Farm at the Clark !loud atl­
dress . A 71 h generation 
d~ccndant of John Howland, 
Gilbert Cushma n, homesteaded 
a fa rm in lhe Gunnisonv,Jle 
ill'Cll of IJcWilt Tuwnship in 
Hl:lll. lie was born in Kent, New 
Vork antl came lo l\lichig11n 
t, ringing his wife and 10 
1:hildren. Most uf them are 
tJuned in tl1e Gunnisonville 
Ceme1.cry. Cushman still has 
the land pa lent granted to 
Gilbert. ' ·' 

lie belongs to the Genological 
Sot1ety of Mayf10~1•cr 
Duscendants which was 
founded in 1897 to 'perpetuate 
lhe ml!mory of I he Pi lgr-ims lo 
1(1illlllai11 a11d defcntl the 
r,run::iples or civil a11d religious 

Fordney Cushman 
Cushman has been to 

l\lassachusells and has had to 
<loc:urncnl all facts of his an­
cestry to become ,, member or 
the :,?Ciely. 
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De Witt City Librarian 

and 
Chairman, De Will Bice.ntennial Commission 

A girl , Krissanne Michelle, 
was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Kowalk of 7850 N. 
DeWitt Rd., De Will July 5, 1975 
at Lansing General Hospital. 
She weighed 7 lbs. 91/2 ozs. 

· Grandparents are Vernon and 
Joan Kowall< and Joe and Mila 
Spousta. The mother is the 
former Linda Jean Spousta. 

The following is a letter written in 18H !>y George Cook to his 
brother, Joser,h in York Stale telling or the stale of affairs in De 
Witt at that date. 

loe Witt, July 21st, 1844 
"Dear Brother. I received your letter the 11th of June but have . 

neglected to answer until now. 
"My health and Sarahs is good. Father's folks are abo~t the same 

as when you left here. Father has 'the ague and fover\ Mother's 
health is about as usual. Abigail's health is gaining. The rnst of the 
Frionds are all well. 

'·You ask me to write all the particulars of the Fourth but I 
suppose Uncle and. Aunt· told you all h.!fore Uiis tim~. lt, went off 
about the .same as last year, about the same number of peo1ite 
there, music rather bad. l.la!l at Utley's [011e of De wilt's hotels) in 
the evening, about twenty cou1iles. A large party at Scott's, 120 took 
su11per. It was voted lo lake su1111cr there again as suun as .lames 
Polk is elected presitlcnl of these United States but the probability 
is, that it will not be this year. (He was wrong, Polk was cle<:tctl] 

"I buught thl'ec months time from Simmons for twelve dollars a 
month and made my escape and went lo wol"k for Geo. 0. Wells. 
Ila ve plenty of work and doi ng fair _business. · 

"£lisha Cochran fa cousin] is al work for Utley·s, K(l. Pike has 
hired to D. Scott for 011,• yuar fu r ,,11,v1111 1lolh1n II mouth. i\d1tiso11 
[another rnu111t: I ls troubled by wild varrneul~. 'J\1csday nig:l,t las( a 
bear cam,: to his house and gut hold of one of his hugs. Addison had 

. to get up and beat him off three limes during the night. lie has not 
heard from him since. . 

":fhe farmers here arc about corncncing haying. The wheal crop 
will be rather small in this 1iart of the country, It Is ,lery smulty ,Ind 
some rusty . P lease write ltS soon as you 1·ccdve this for we all want 
to hear from yuu. I have nothing more lo write at present. 

''Father's [Joseph Cook, Sr.] folks and all of our frieudf send 
their respects lo you. 

·•Yours, Geo. Cook" 
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MANY DEWITT AREA PEOPLE GRADUATED from the old 
Lansing High S.chool In years gone by as tleWltt' s 
High School only wen t through the tenth grade and 
to ~omplete an education from the twelfth gr~de a 
student had to commute to Lansing. Th ! s building 
Is now Incorporated Into Lansi ng Communl~y College 
and Is stll1 In use, Picture loaned to the l_lbrary 
by Hr • and M r s • Bu r l o_ let er • 


