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De Witt-- Yesterday and Today 
....,..._ By Faye Hanson ~ 

THE OLD DEWITT MOTHER'S CLUU was organized In 
1913. They ·worked with mothers and children and / 
sometimes sewed for . needy mothers: at one time they 
made an entl~e layette. They also sponsored an 
annual teacher•s reception, the first one held at 
th_~ ·home of Mrs, C, C, Woodruff, They alsq_ presen• 
ted a framed picture to the' High School, · 

The_y sponsored a circulating library which was 
In the home of Caroline Smith for two years. (Thl,s 
was. the forerunner of the present DeWitt Public LI· 
brary which was _establ !shed_ in 1931• by thi~ club 
which was then cal led the DeWitt Civic Club). 

They joined the Federated Women•s·Club of Clin• 
ton County and entertained them at the old Metho-
dist Church, : - · 

· The club was discontinued In April, 1917, be• 
cause of the war. Members voted unanimously to 
disband and become membe rs of the DeWit t Red Cross, 
They turned their treas~ry of 514,00 over to the 
Red Cross, ~hey had one more forma l maetlng when 
they dec i ded tci . sponsor a teacher•s reception at 
the home of Mrs. McLouth. · 

Near spring of 1919 several members met at the 
home of Hrs. Viola Thompson to ialk about reorgan• 
!zing the Club, In two weeks they met at the h-ome 
of Mrs. Grace Coon where they reorganized and . el­
ected of f lc6rs, After much discussion It was de• 
clded to call this Club the DeWitt Womaen 1 s Club, 
It was later cal led the DeWitt Civic Club and went 
out of exlstance during World War Two, 

In 1934 Mrs. Mildred Carris, with the help of 
this club, establl~hed the DeWitt Public Library. 
It had many homes, the only one surviving ls the 
Family Barber Sho~, until Mrs, Gerda Rogerson gave . 
the land that the l lbrary now stands on to be:Jsed 
for a Publ Jc Library, _ 
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OFFICERS 

President - Mrs. Spencer Bartlett, Ovid-Duplain Library Club 

Vice President - Mrs. Mm'! Stedman, E lsie vVoman's Literary Club 

Recording Secretary - Mrs. Ario Stitchler , Victor Civic Club 

Corresponding Secretary - :\frs. Nina Wall, Victor Civic Club 

Treasurer - Mrs. LeVere Harte, Bath Friday Afternoon Club 

COMMITT EES 

Program - Mrs. Muri Steelman, Elsie Woman's Literary Club 
Mrs. Wade Olin, St. Johns Woman's Club 
Mrs. Rayman Hamer, Ovid Crescent Club 

Reg istration and Credentials - :\frs. Nina Wall, Victor Civic Club 
Mr,:;. LeVere Hart>?·, Rath Ft'i day Afternoon Club 

Mrs. George Brooks, St. J ohns Woman's Club 

Nominations - Mrs. Lewis Hillyer, Ovid-Duplain Library Club 
Mrs. Fred Coch1·an, Bath Friday Afternoon Club 

E lection - Mrs. Donald Warren, Ovid Acme Society 
Yirs. i\Iaxwell Smith, St. J ohns Woman's Club 

Miss Mary Cole, Maple Rapids Sorosis Club 

T ellers - Mrs. Ray Scott, Victor Civic Club 
Mrs. Elsie Turner, Elsie Woman's Literary Club 

Auditing - Mrs. J ohn Spencer. Ovid-Duplain Library Club 
Mrs. Alice Hewitt, DeWitt Civic Club 

Time Keeper s - Mrs. Bruce Elliott, Ovid Cr escent Club 
Mrs. L. A. Field, Ovid Acme Society 

Courtesy - Mrs. Donald Kendall, Maple Rapids Sorosis Club 
Mrs. Abbot Nelson, Bath Friday Afternoon Club 

Greetings - Mrs. Blake Miller, DeWitt Civic Club 

Response - Mrs. George Blayney, Elsie Woman's Literary Club 

Publicity - Mrs. Dale Exelby, Ovid Acme Society 

Corsages - Mrs. Georg•e Blayney, Mrs. Lawrence Hess, and 
Mrs. Andrew Cobb, Els ie W oman's Literary Club 

l~ 
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47th 
Annual Convention 

O F THE 

Clinton County Federation 

of Women 's Clubs 
• 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 1951 

• 

MUNICI PAL MEMORI A L BUILD ING 

DeWitt, Michigan 

D EWITT CIVIC CLUB, HOSTESSES 
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MORNING SESSION 

9 :00 a.m. Registration 

9 :30 a.m. Call to Order by President - iVIrs. Spencer Bartlett, 
Ovid-Duplain Library Club 

Invocation - Mrs. Edward Dull, Maple Rapids Sorosis Club 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Community Singing - Led by :VIrs. Mae Goodrich, 
Elsie Woman's Lite·rary Club 

Greetings - Mrs. Blake· Miller, DeWitt Civic Club 

Response - Mrs. George Blayney, Elsie Woman's Literary Club 

Presentation of Past Presidents of Clinton County Federation of 
Women's Clubs 

Ovid Girls Trio - "Whispering" "Alice Blue Gown" 
Betsy Squier, Gwen i\Iaurer, Paula Underhill, 

Accompanist, Miss Barbara Ackley, Ovid 

Business Session 

Roll Call of Clubs - Presidents Report of Outstanding 
Achievement of the Year 

Bath Friday Afternoon Club - :,\Irs. Fred Cochran 
DeWitt Civic Club - Mrs. L. A. Davenport 
Elsie Woman's Literary Club - Mrs. Muri Stedman 
Ovid Acme Society - i\frs. Leta Parker 
Ovid Crescent Club - Mrs. Beryl Elliott 
Ovid-Duplain L ibrary Club - Mrs. John Spencer 
Victor Civic Club - ::V[rs. Ray Scott 
Maple Rapids Sorosis Club - Mrs. Donald Kendall 
St. Johns Woman's Club - Mrs. George Brooks 

Greetings from West Central District 

Art Appreciation - ::VIrs. Clyde Wilcox, St. Johns Woman's Club 

Report of Committees on Nominations 

Presidents Report - :\frs. Spencer Bartlett, 
Ovid-Duplain Library Club 

\)~ 

) 1 
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LUNCHEON 12 O'CLOCK 

Community Church 

Invocation - Mrs. Lewis Hillyer. Ovid-Duplain Library Club 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

1 :15 p.m. - Call to Order 

Invocation - Mrs. Ada Wood Tuma, DeWitt Civic Club 
Readings - Mrs. Vernon Cutle1·, DeWitt Civic Club 
Music - St. Johns Morning Musicale 

Address - "Button, Button, Who's Got the Button", 
Charles E. Irvin, Lansing, Assistant Professor Speech 

Michigan State College 

Reports of Committees -

Financial - Mrs. LeVere Ha,·te, Eath -Priday Aftern0m1 Club 

Auditing - Mrs. J ohn Spencer, Ovid-Duplain Library Club 
;\,Irs. Alice Hewitt, DeWitt Civic Club 

Courtesy - Mrs. Donald Kendall, :.\Iaple Rapids Sorosis Club 
Mrs. Abbot Nelson, Bath Friday Afternoon Club 

Election-Mrs. Donald Warren, Ovid Acme Society 

Invitational -

Presentation of New Officers 

Club Collect 

Adjournment 
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er-<~ I~ 



,r 

C ONS~~ITUTION ANP 

BY'l"'LAW$ 

OF rl'Hl:1: 

DEWITT CIVIC CLUB 
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CONS~~rrUTION ..,,,..:re:~=--

. '' 
. ' lj .f 

ARTICLE I . • I , ,. : 
~, .:, ,I,• • 

'rti.~ 1name of. this assoc:t.ation sha,11-
oe 11 'rI{fi.: DEWI'r'r CIVIC CLtn-3 . 11 . 

,, 
, I ... , ' 'I • I 

i 
... 1••1 

I r v "t 

, l, • ARTICLE II ,. ,, 

' - . 

The obj ; ct· of this c'lub shall be 
the intellectual cult-qre and enrichment 

. of otrn ,. lives; . and an active i,nt o:r·1?st 
,;ln th~ , c ivic iinprovoment o:t' the Community. 

AR'l'ICLE III 
- ~ ~ 

Membership :f.n th:1,s ch.11.> shall be 
of two classes, ~ct1ve and honorary~ 

'i ' 

Section 1. Acti v0 membei"s eh.all 
consider themselves in honor bound, as 
far as poirnible,. to study the subj0ctH 
under considerat;ton by trw clul), and to 
perform literary or co mmittee work 
assigned them. 

Sect.ion 2- Honorary membership rnay 
be conferred upon any i11e111l )e r who has 

. acti vel-y part:lo :tpated in the wo:r•k of the 
(:lulJ and :ls no longer physically able to 1. 
enjoy contributing to the pro~ram. 

·• 
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O.ff:tcers · 

:1 <➔ c tl0n l. 'l'hEi i:>ff'.lc o1~1:l 0f tl1,:l. 1J clnlJ 
sharl be a -presldent ., a fir•::rt; v:lce­
prasident, a r acordine sHcratary, 
co:rresponding secr•etaPy and a tr• ,:)aaur•er . 
fJ.'hese of'ficer·s shall constitute a Board 
of Directors• 

Sec tion 2. All officers shall be 
elected by ball ot at tlh':l anuual m0eting, 
and continue in office one year, or until 
th,~ next subsequent annual meeting. 

Section 3. A majority of all votes 
cast shall be necessary to constitute an 
electiono 

.AHTICL"E V 

Meet1n£!1?.. 

Secti.on 1. The annual inef)t ing shall 
be held t~thir d Tu0sday in April of 
each year•. 

V 

Section 2. Regular meetings shall b e 
h e ld the thf:cd $,fffll/J-11-X. of e A.?h rnonth 
fr•orn SepteinbeP ·to Juhe', ( incJ.us 1 ve) o 

Section 3. Special meetings may be 
called by the pr0s:tde.nt, or by any 
three members. The call for- the 
special meet:l.ne rnust state the btrnioes8 
to be transacted and no business shall 
be transacted except that stat e d i n t}1e 
call. 

-
11,lf•.' _:p~"~111"~~1iD!:i~1w1ai1t.1ii;.,11i~ttJ 11lk .. ~r~~ti.::1ih!Olt.:ti(:)1r~,:;~1ittL : _ @~~au ~~1o1ri.. ttr 
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AR'rICLE VI 

Quo11 u in 

Section 1 . One third of the active 
membership of the club shall constitute 
a quo1°um at any regular or annual meeting, 
but at no time shall the lack of a quorum 
at a r·egular meeting pr•event those pr·s sent 
.from proceeding with the program of tha 
day. 

Section 2. A majority of the mer~ership 
of the club shall be necessary for a. quorum 
at a special meeting • 

AR'l'ICLE _ VII 

Amendment s 

Section 1 0 This constitution may be __ ,,. 
amended at any annual meeting by a two­
thirds vote of all active members present , 
the proposed amendments having been 
submitted in writing, Hnd r e ad t o the club 
at a ragular meeting at least four weeks 
before being voted upon . 

Section 2. Amendments may also be 
made at any a.nnnal meeting w:lthout pi'evious 
notice by the unani mous v ote of all 
member·s present . 

Section 3 . By- laws and standing rules 
may be adopted, amended, or r epe elod at 
any regular or annual meet ing by a two­
thirds vote . 
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BY-LAWS 

Section 1. 'I'he annual clu e:3 of actlve 
nwmbGl':3 shall be One Dollar rn1 .,00) • 

~t:l. on 2 • Members f'ailinp; ... J;..e,·75ay dues .-· 
befo:eet~.u~neeting__fara.U. be notified 
by the secretary, a~t'1'1'6."':!'e"-~J2ay:lng due s 
bef oJ:e the end pt?--fhe club year sl'D.r:~1:-­
forfeit ~-f13hts of membership and thej.r• 
narner;i.A'fi'foll be taken f'ro111 the me1nbership 
rorr . 

ART'ICLE II. DUT:rn8 OP OPPICEHS 

[1ec tlon 1 . The r egular terin o:f:' office 
of a l l officers shall commence in SeptembEir 
af t er the annual. meet ins at whtch tlrny were 
elected. 

Section 2. The Duties of office-rs 
shall be such a s are implied by their 
1~esp0ctiv e title s, and such as in•e 
spec ified i n these by- laws. 

Section 3. The pPe sin.ent shall appoint 
all standing committees and be ax officio 
a member of the same without tht3 r•ight to 
vote. 

Sect l on 4 u The secretary shall present 
all applications for: memlieP:3hips, keep an 
accurate list of the club membersh1p ; ► 
receive all money duo the club and pay the 
same to the treasurer, giving or taking a 
receipt for e ach sum transferred; notify . ~ 
delinquent rnemb er•s and on DecernbeP fi:t•st __,.. 
of' each yeais take fr·orn the roll o:f members 
all who:':le dues have not been paid., She 
shall als o conduct the necessary 
coPr·espondence of the club. 
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AHTIC L:S II - cont 1d. 
Duties of Officers 

Sect i on 5. The treasurer shall 
pay bills when voted by the club, keep 
an itemized account of all receipts and 
disbursejnents and present a WJ•itten 
report at the annual rneetine . 

Section 6 . All officers upon 
retiring frorn office shall deliver to 
the president all money, acc ounta , 
record book, papers, or other property 
belonging to th,3 club . 

AR'l'IC .IJE III. C OMNII'J~rrEE S // 
,, 

Sect i on 1 . There shall be six 
s tanding cornrnitt ees, consistine; of three 
members e ach : Program, Library, 
Legislat ive , Floral, Publtcity and 
Membership_'-_-\-

Sectton 2 . It shal l be the duty 
of the Program Cornmittee to plan the 
program for tJrn entire year. 

AJlTICLE IV 

'l'he rules of Parliamentary Pr act ice 
comp:r ifled in Parliamentary usage by 
Ernme. Pox shall govern the p1•oceed:tngs 
of this club, subject to tho special 
rules v~11ch have been or may be 
adopted from time to time. 
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