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ar' tr gic miscu 
om's call o cti 

By JOHN SCHNEIDER 
Stoff Writer 

Barbara Peltier 's only son, 
Jimmy, died ·in Vietnam when he 
was 19. 

It was not a hero's death, but a 
tragic miscue of war. . 
, "He was killed by one of his own 
men" said the DeWitt woman in the 
flat tones of one who has grieved too · 
much. "He was shot. He was clriving 
a truck ne,,.- Saigon. Somebody 
didn't have his gun on safety." 

Army Pfc. James Peltier arr ived 
in Vietnam on Christmas Day, 1967, 
and died less than four months laler. 
He received the ·Purple Heart and 
the Bronze Star and was buried in · 
DeWitt. . 

LARGELY BECAUSE of Jimmy, · 
the mother spent two days in a 
sweltering room of Lansing's Plaza 
Hotel this week, representing 
DeWitt at the 39th annual state con­
vention of the Blue Star Mothers of 
America lnc. 

"I can't help my own son," she 
explained, "bu,t maybe l can help 
somebody else's son." 

Peltier was one of about 80 
women from 41 chapters across 
Michigan who, dressed in the white 
dresses and caps of rhe organiza­
tion, aHended the convention which 
incluped reports from the various 
chaptj'!rs, election of officers, a ban-

Barbara Peltier · 

quet and other activities. 
Blue Star Mothers is a national 

group of women with sons or daugh­
ters now or prev10usly 111 the armed 
services. 

THE CLUB ORIGINATED in 
F!ill[ in l942 and spread throughout 
the U.S. Its members hung while 
silk widow banners which bore one 
blue star for each family member Ill 
the arrmid forces. For men and 
women killed on active duty, the 
blue stars became go.Id. 

Volunteer efforts of the Blue Star 
Mothers are· directed toward Veter-

ans Administration Hospitals. The 
Mothers organize functraisers, col­
lect clothing, books, games , etc., for 
·hospital\zed ve terans, visit parients 
and take them on outings and per-

. form a variety of ollter volUJ1teer 
services. 

Peltier, who has been a Blue Star 
Mother ror about 12 years, is former 
preside1i1. of the DeWitt chuptn Hild 

1 
former co-chairman of the slate 

, hospital committee. . . 
She said her membership 111 the 

organization has made it '·a little 
easier" to accept her son's death. 

"l'VE BEEN TO all the VA hospi­
tals," she said. " [ didn'L think I 
could do i t, but I made up my mmd 
t)1at l would." . . . . 

Peltier's husband, A.13. Peluer, 1s 
a disabled veteran who was 
wounded in World War 1 l and spent 
seven months in a Gel·man prison 
camp. 

She··has three grandsons. Asked if· 
she would ever try to discourage 
them from join ing the armed forces. 
she said, ··No. !'LI let 1!1<:m choose 
for themselves." 

While Peltier sa id she cunsiclers 
, the Viemarn War "a waste," she 

harbors no birterness abuut her 
son's death. · 

"J immy was called to Sl-!rve," she 
said. "They gave him a truck 10 

drive and he was in seven1 h 
heaven." 


