
THE 5th MICHIG.AN REO:IMENT BAND 

The 5th Michig,an Regiment Band, an intemational.ly noted o!'ticial Jaer.l.can 
Revolution Bicentennial Project of the St.ate of Michigan, is an 160-Jllelllber re­
creation of the Civil War Band (1861-1865) of the 5th Michigan Volunteer In­
fantry Regiment. 

The original regiment, with its band, was mustered through Fort WQUe, 
Detroit, in the early fall of 1861, and included a 24-mElllber band, plus 2Q­
additional fifers and drummers from the individual companies. 

The new unit was fonned in Howell, Michigan in the fall of 1973. It includes 
an 80-piece Regimental Band, a Rlgimental Color Party, a Historical Flags Color 
Party, the Regimental Dancers, tne Hegimental Fifes and Drums, the Regimental 
Bugle Band, the Regimental Banjos and Singers, and the unit quartemaster and 
ordinance sections. &taller units, including the ~ss Choir, the Saxaphone Quartet, 
and the Woodwind Qrl.ntet are also a part of the entire unit. 

It is appropriate that the band was tomed in Howell, because Canparor I (The 
Ll.vingston Company) of the 5th Mtchigan Volunteer In!'antry vas frcn the lsi.vingston 
County area. The Regimental Commander killed at Fredericksburg, while leading a 
futile charge, was Lt. Col. John Oilluly of Brighton, also in Livingston County. 

Gilluly, as a captain, had !'onned and COlalanded Compan;y I when it was mustered 
into the regiment in 1861 • He is buried in the c•eter;y b7 the llillpond in Brighton. 

The regimental musical units are under the direction o!' Major J. Gordon &aall, 
Bandmaster, who is also the as81.stant condnctor ot the !'aaoua Detroit Concert Band. 
Bandmaster &all is a virtuoso comet.1st, a post he has held wit.h the Det.roit Concert 
Band for 11 of the 18 years he has been with that unit. 

Bandmaster &aall is also the ccaposer o!' the Michigan Bicentennial March, and 
maerous other works. His bicentennial aarch vas selected to be played 1-diate~ 
before Governor William M1Jl1k1n 1s nearing in on J•llllal7 1, 197.5, when the 5th 
Michigan perfo:nned for the OoTemor•s Inauguration in Lann.ng. 

The Assistant Bandmaster ot the unit ia 1st Lt.. Bett7 Sid.th, a French Hom 
virtuoso, who has also been the conductor ot a maber ot achool bands during her 
career. 

Caaand1ng the entire unit 1• Major DaT.l.d L •• TMbrdg, vho vae a taanc:llr ot t.he 
unit, and who aerv-es aa the Bictntennial Ca.d.ellio1Mt1• tor the C:lt7 ot HOll9ll. Major 
Jaehnig haa extensive background in band J1WU11911at in Ml.chiaan and Colorado. · · 

Since its beginnings, the unit. ha• tound extenainl.7 in canada an4 the Ml.dlreat. 
It va■, !or exnpl e, selected bJ the Cllldan 1annaent to pertom at. Old Fort BIID17 
in lingston, Ontario vi.th the Fort Htnr7 OUrd--m honor~ NMned to the 
United states Marine units traa Vaabingt,on, D. o • 

.... 

'l!le group ha■ also pertOJ'Md b7 apecial 1nri~on art the annual C.,act1m 
National llmiibition, join:1na in the Bdd.bition Parade, vld.ch wu T.l.n9d b7 7.50,000 



spectators, plus millions on Canadian television. other bands selected tor that 
honor included the Royal Air Force Band from London, England; the National Band ot 
New Zealand; and the Caribinier:i Band from Ro11e, Italy .. 

The many other encagements of the 5th Michigan are equally high in the list of 
honors: Eenry Ford Museum as the ceremonial band for the Let Freedan Ring Ceremony; 
Green.field Village for the annual Muzzleloaders Festival; Toronto's Ontario Pl.ace 
Forum, usually hosting the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Band, or popular and 
c .. assical events; Toronto 's Old Fort York where the unit was welcaned by the brigadier 
il'l charge of the Toronto Historical Ccmnission; Burlington, Ontario, crowds swamped 
the band sr.ell and Queen Victoria park for welcome and to hear the unit last August, 
3S crowds vaulted from a no:mal 200-300 per band concert to mr>re than 2000 as the 5th 
Michiga~ arrived. 

And the list doesn't end there: From Belleville to Chatham, Onatario, fran 
Marshall to Mt. Clemens; from Cedar Point to invitations to Disney World, from 
Romeo's Peach Festival to invitations to Spokane, Washington's Expo 17L; and !'rem 
Old Fort Wayne to Tecumseh's Sesquicentennial the 5th Michigan logged more than 60 
performances at home and abroad in less than a year. 

Now the Michigan Council of the Arts has taken over scme of the burden, making 
the only band grant in the history of the National Council of the Arts ••• 10,000 
to help the 5th Michigan and smaller Michigan carmnmi ties canbine to bring music and 
the arts to everyone. 

Precision, muscial excellence, and historical tradition have brought the 5th 
Michigan Regiment Band to international prominence, and negotiations are now working 
to bring the unit to Australia in 1976 , to Europe -in 1976, to Washington, D. c. in 
1977, and to the major world marching-mua:1.cal festivals in the years upcoming. 

Members of the band range in age from 13 to 73, as families and professionals, 
students and profeesional men canbine several times weekly to rehearse, plan, and 
perf onn for many thousands of spectators. 

'Ihe unit is the only American BeTOlution Bicentennial band that was begun !ran 
scratch for the 200th Birthday Celebration. 'lhe llDit is an ongoing project, howeTer, 
and it 'Will continue to thrill the audiences across the state and the world in the 
years to come. !a the bicentennial ends in 1789 plus 200, the 5th Michigan w1.ll 
continue to represent American history and tradition. 

,4f-H .. ,, 
REMEMBER 

'The Historical 5th Michigan Regi:aent Band, the .Aaarican BaTOlution Bicentennial 
unit !ran the City of Howell will be in DeWitt Sonda;r1 May 11, De'Wl.tt Football 
Stadium J-5:00 PM. In case of rain, in school IJII• ,1.50 adults, $1.00 students. 
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5th Michigan Regiment Band Historioal Oolor Guard during a hometown perfor- 0 
mance in Howell. r-
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adults, $1.00 U en On Mothers' Day, May 11, DeWitt 
will be host to Michigan's 5th Regiment 
Band, a Michigan Bicentennial project. 
It was formed in Ho.well in 1973 as a 
recreation of the Civil War band of 
the 5th Michigan Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment. The 160 member unit in­
cludes an 80 piece regimental band, a 
regimental color party, an historical 
flags color party, dancers, a saxaphone 
quartet, a woodwind quintet, a brass 
choir, a bugle band, a fife and drum 
section, and a banjo and singers section. 

The DeWitt program will be at 3 
p.m. in the high school stadium or, in 
case of rain~ in the high school gym. 

Admission will be $1.50 
students. 

The films, "Cooper's Craft,,, and 
"Williamsburg, the Story of a Patriot,,, 
will be shown at the DeWitt High 
School auditorium twice, Sat. Sept. 13, 
and once, Sun. Sept. 14. There will be 
no charge. 

On Founders Day, Oct. 4, there will 
be an open homes tour in DeWitt, with 
several homes, both old and new, open 
to the public. That same day will find 
many other project going on in DeWitt. 

DeWitt was offically recognized as 
a U.S. Bicentennial community, Feb. 3. 

0-
~o ex: ( J 
r;"\ .,1,) 
u..,_ tO 
.....J "'"'-r 



5th 
~ .?J.: . M IC H I G A N · 

lG 
, ~~ REGIMENT .,, ~ 

r--\ ~ BAND , 
' -v 

9 ~~ 
• 

.. SPONSORED BY THE DEWITT 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

\ SUNDAY, MAY 11, 
1975 3:00 P.M. 

ADULT TICKET $1. 50 
STUDENT TICKET $1. 00 

1/ • ' )DeWitt High School Stadium 


