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The DeWitt Sesquicentennial Co••ittee wishes to 

thank the followi ng f o r their support and con­

tribu tions to t h e home tour: 

The DeWitt Lionesses for t heir help et the ticket 
booth. 

Tt1e Printers, ink f or the tickets . 

The au ff of the Faye Hanson Public Libr ary. 

And, • special thanks to Nor■an and Hary Robison, 

Daniel end Harl ene Hal.son, Bu rl end Ada Dieter, end 

Euaene a nd Mari lyn Coin for graciously opening their 

ho•es !or this event. 

We wo uld alao like t o thank Jean Blizzard f or the 

beautiful illust r ations of the ho■es whi ch appear 
in this brochu re. 

Thank-you a l l , 

lenneth and Elizabeth Coin 

Ho11e tour chairmen 
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The contemporary home of Daniel and Marlene Matson was built 

in 1967 by Carl Wardell , the original owner . J,t was purchased in 

1967 by the Matson• who nearly doubled the original size of the 
house wi th a large addition built in 1974. This addition, the west 

half of the house, incorporates a three car garage , large bedroom 

and other smaller rooms which comprise an a r ea intended for use as 

a small apartment, though no l on9er used •• such . 

Thia comfortable home occupies the site of the former Samuel 

Foreman house which waa razed many years ago. It s t ood in what 

was once the village of New Albany, the forerunner of present day 

DeWitt. Some current reminders ot this village of 140 years ago 

are the two aged structures on the oppo.Jite aide of Webb street, 

east ot the Matson house . Ta~e a minute to atop and see the hist­

orical marker erected between the two buildings during the nation ' s 

bicentennial. 
Attorheys have p layed a prominent role in DeWitt' s developement 

since the fi rst one hung out his s hingle a t DeWitt in 1842. Besides 
following this profeaaion, Kr. Matson, along with his wife, are 

notable artists. Kuch ot their a r twork and artistic skill is evident 

in the warmt h and personality ot their home. 

In 1981 t he Matson ' • interes t in promoting the arts of the 
DeWitt area led them to open the DeWitt A.rt Gallery in the h istoric 

old Strickland house on Washington street. This interesting gal lery 

is also well wo r th the visit. 
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SCOTI-ROBISON HOUSE 
We l co■e LO t he ho■e of Nor■an end Hary Robison. 

This old hr■house offers the tourer a unique opportunity LO 

v i•il one o f DeWitt'• ■oat historic ho■es and one o r central Hich­

i9an's rtnea L •••■plea of •ernacular Greek r-evival style st ructures. 

The land on whi c h this house sets was originally ho■eateaded 

by Frank l in Oliver v ho erec.ted a log cabin and a sav■tli ves t of 

the current h o use. on the banks of the Looking Class l" ivar. Afte r 

hh1 doal h in 1844 the ho■estead ca■e into the possession o f Charles 

and Julia (Tar r y) Scott. Charles was a son of Captain David and 

Eunice Scott and was vith hi• parents i n the autu■n o f 1833 when 

they 1111a d o lha long •lov trip fr o m An n Arbor t o become the fir1u. 

settlers o( Clinton county a t DeWitt . He beca:ne MCtiYely engage d 

i n the bu aine•• and l and deali ngs v ith h is illus triou s father and 

wa s tl'le actual o wne r o f DeWi tt ' s f a mo u s " Cli n ton !louse " hotel. 

After Cherlea s old the large ho t el in 18li7 h e bagan const ruction 

the prese nt ho111 e on to u r today. I t i s t hou ght that Cha r les and 

Julia 1110¥ed f ro• the log cabin by the r iver i n t o the ir ne "' ho•e 

abou t 1848, The h o u se and f a r m remai n ed i n the Scott h■il y, 

t hrouah the ovnership of F.dvord H . and Eunice Elin (Scott) We bb , 

up t o the late 1800's when it vas traded for a store in t o vn, 

In •ore recent years ■uch of the surrounding Lake Ceneva area waa 

taken fro■ the or tainal Scott far■. 

Hany architectural features o( this splendidly preserYed house 

re•ain, includina ■ulti-paned v i ndov s, cla ~sical pilasters alona 

the exterior valls , the unbroken ent.ablature across the f ront gable 

and •uch interior t ri■ and d oors . The tvo posts supportina the 

recessed fron t p orch appear to be a vernacu_l a r expression of claa11ic 
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FAY£ HANSON PUBLIC LI BRARY 

The DeWitt District Libur y was oraa ni:r.ed in 19 33 a s a 

commu ni t. y p r oject of the no w def u nct DeWi t t Wo■a n' s Cl ub. 

Hildre d Carr is wa s a ppoi n ted c hair wo•a n o f a c ommittee t o f ind 

a deq ua te q ua rt ers and to organize a b ook col l ect ion. A hous e 

t o h o use caapa i g n f o r donatio n of book s was ma d e a nd space f or 

the collecti o n was f ound in t he rea r of t he o ld post of f ice 

bui lding wh ich v aa l ocated a t tha t t i■e on we• t Hain str e et. 

The c o llecti o n grew as d i d th• nu■b•r of pa t r on• and t h e l ocation 

of the librar y v a• •ovad t o the old f i r aba r n on aouth Bridge 

atreet.. The l ocation vaa ■oY•d at a later d at.e to t he for■er 

t elephone o ffice on vest Hain ( c u rrently ·the Fa•ily Ba r ber Shop). 

T h e library v aa inatru•ental in the oraanization a n d b uilding 

o f t he DeWitt Heaorial Buildina and t.here , the y f o u nd • ho■e i n 

1949. Their orisinal l o c ation in this buildina v ns the s■all 

aeeting roo■ o f f of the lobby of t he library. They remained 

located her e until 1966 when t h ey acquired their current space 

v hi c h had preYioualy been the reetina hall o f the He■orial 

Building. 

A l■ost f ro.a it.a beginnina in the 1930 ' • • the DeWit.t Li brary 

has serYed so■ewhat in the capacity of an archives o f t he DeWitt 

It was not howeYer, until Faye £, Ha nson became li brarian 

t. hat the library actiYely aouaht out to i ■pr oYe and expand it s 

l ocal h istory col lection , 

For lhe f i r st ti■e eYt r, f or t he occasaion of De Wi t t ' s 150th 

a nniver sary , t he l ibr ar y in conj uncti on v i th t he Cl i nton Count y 

Hi s tori cal Com■isaion, h aa orga n izaii a remar kabl e d isplay o f nea rly 

a ll o( the library's larae c o l lec t ion o f p hotog ra phs, ne ws pa pers , 

scrapbooks , aapa , books , and other ■e■orabili a, a uch of ..,hich ha s 

n e ver befor e been on public diaplay. Aft a r the sesquicentennial 

celeb ration, p resent l ibrarian Judi t h Cerred hopes to have the 

collec t ion catalogued and bette r o r ganized thereby ■aking it ■ore 

access ible to the public, 

A special tha nks goes to Ceorge and Ceneva Wiskeaann for the 

generous l oan o f the d is play cases and an extra thanks to the 

sta ff of the library for their extra v ork involYed in the dis play. 
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" DEWJ TT CEMETERY 

2:00 PH 

The Se•quicentennial Co■■ittee sincerely hopes that you vill 

take li■e out of your buay day to be on hand at the DeWitt ce■etery 

at tvo o'clock for the dedication of a ne v 11onu11ent erected t here 

by the Clinton County Historical Soc i e t y in honor of Eunice Scott. 

Eunice (Forbes) Scott vas born in Shoreha■ , Ver■ont in 1780 

during the Revolutionary War. ln 1804 ahe vaa ■arried to David 

Scott. She acco■panied ht ■ to the v ilderneaa of veatern Ne v York 

in 1804 vhere they carved out a ho■eatead on the western frontier. 

Aa this frontier tranafor■ed into far■land, aha co■plied "1th her 

husba nd's yearning for the pri■itive life and in 1823 ahe ■oved 

her hi.Uy ,to the outpost of Ann Arbor in the Territory of Mich­

igan. Aa•in a ho■e•te•d waa cleared fro■ the virgin foreat and as 

Washtenaw county experienced develope■ent, the pattern r e pe•tt'd 

itself •nd David per•u•ded her to pull up stake•, leave ■ost of her 

fa■ily, and venture Cur ther i nl and to the vast unknown of Clinton 
county. 

Here, at the Indian village of Wabwahna aeepee, ahe was obliged 

to aet up housekeepina in an el■-bark lona houae lent to her by the 

Indiana. She was the firat whit• wo■an to atta■pl ■akina a ho■e 

in Clinton county. Her hardships were ■any, her rewa rda f e w. For 

nea rly a year her only fe■ale co■panions were Indian wo■en of the 
vi llaae. 

Of the eleven children ahe bor e only ■ ix lived to a dulthood 

a n d of those, only ft>ur outlived her eventhouah ahe died at the 

relativel y youns age of ahty i n 1840. For over 140 yeara her 

courage and fortitude have aone unrecorded in the anna l a of Clinton 

county and he r arave ha ■ aone un■arked. It ia for theae reason s 

that the historical society c hoae to recoanize her contri but ions 

to the county's firat settle■ent by this historic occaasion. Hany 

of her deacendanta fro■ across the country will aether at the ce■-

etery today to pay tribute to their illuatr ioua ancestor. 

Whtie at the ce■ete ry do your self a fa vor and spend a few ■in­

utes diacove rina the rich heritaae o f DeWitt a■ona the early county 

pioneers buried in one o f central Hichigan's oldest ce■e teri ea. 
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PATE-LIETZKE-COIN HOUSE 
Thia a■all Italianate cottage ia thouaht to have been built 

one hundred year• ago thia year by Ceo. Holaes & Son, who owned 

8 far • on Norri s r oad as well as a aaw11Ul and lumberyard in 

DeWitt during the late 1800's. The house was enla r ged to its 

present ai:r.e about 1890 by the addition of the present dinina 

roo■, kite.hen and bath. For th• next 80 years it was ovned by 

the Lietz.kc and Pate f■aily whose far■• were west of DeWitt. 

It was seldoa used year-around , but served a& a su■mer and rat­

ire■ent ho■a . 

Auauat and Adeline Pate retired here at the turn of the 

c e ntury. After the 1930' • their daughter, Certrude and her 

husband, Willia• Liet:r.ke,. retired here and were the lat1t raaidenta. 

Whan £uaene and Hartlyn (Staub) Coin acquired the house fro■ 

Hra . Lietzke'• estate in 1975 its water supply was the antique 

pump in the ai de yard and the bath r oom was in the back ya rd, 

Since thal ti■e they s lowl y worked at rebuilding the house to 

•eet ■odern need• and r es tor ing it to ita Victorian char■, a 

proc.ess that i s still not co■pleted. A project is currently 

being planned for the old wood shed on the rear of the house. 

The lacy front porc.h, the unique four-beveled bay wind ow 

and ■oat of the interior woo4work are oriainal · features of the 

century-old house. The extra-wide front steps and the iron 

cresting over the bay window are not ortainal but were copied 

from vintaae photographs of this houae. 

Havina for■erly lived in a larger house the Coins have 

fac. e d a hkrd task of incorporating the ir 011 n co ll ec. tion of 

antique• wt.th those pieces original to the house. They have 

also o riai nated ao111e c.reat i ve storage areas a s the cottage ort a ­

inally ha d only one closet and no attic or bui~t - in cupboards. 
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BLIZZARD-DIETER HOUSE 
This centennial Car• was homesteaded in 1854 by Tho•as 

Blizzard, a native of England ,..ho came to A11erica as a bond se r­

v a nt. He first settled in Oh io and returned the re, briefly, i n 

1862 to 11ar ry Hannah Stainton. The newlyweds set up houseke eping 

in o log cabin whic h stood on t he same site as the south wing of 

the present house. 

ln a lette r dated Harch 15, 1873, Hannah Blizzard "'ro te: 

"We did not get our building up last fall as we talked ...... 

To1a t hought we had be tt e r try and build someting wa rme r as what 

we ha ve w1u not warm enough ••••• . He con c luded he must build some­

thing so to have a ce l lar. He made calculations to put up a kit­

chen on the south and drawed brick & ston e & since he ha s con­

cluded to put up the upright on the north •• ,, •. He had bought ten 

thousand (bricks) for the kitchen for eleven dollars a thoua and 

& when he concluded to put up the upright the brick11an let hi• 

have twenty thousc1nd for 6~. He has drawed twelve thousand; he 

gets the m at Lansing." 

The s outh and west wings were adde d to the upright soon 

afterwards. 

This unique old house with its double bri ck walls and inter­

est ina round-to p windows pas sed on to successive generations of 

t he Blizzard ' s descendants and is now owned by their great-grand­

son, Burl. When Burl and Ada (Howk) Di eter ~cquired the house and 

far m after their 11arriagc, it had no electricity , running water , 

heating sys t em or bathroom. Many chang es we re made to meet their 

requ i r ements but they retai n ed t he auth entic cha r m of the ir hu11P. 

The majorH y of the furnishings in the house are (a11 ily hcir­

loo11s and treasures wh ich the Dieters unco vered i n the attic a nd 

outbuildings and put back into eve ryday serv i ce . To this they have 

added their own impressive collection of a ntique s . 

DEWITT SESQUICENTENNIAL 

1833 - 1983 

OTHER EVENTS or THE DAY INCLUDE: 

A reunion of the Scott family , DeWitt' s "FOUNDING FAMILY", tit 

Rive r si d e Park on Bridge s treet. It begins at 11:00 a . 111 . a nd 

i s spo nso r ed by the Clinton County Hi s tor ical Co■mission. 

Histor y Displa y (10 a. ■• to 5 p. ■.) at the Faye Hanson Publi c 

Library. Photographs and ■e11orablilia of De Witt ' s past. 

Book Stile (lOa . m. - 5 p . m.), sponsored b y the Friends o f the 

Library , at the Faye Hanson Public Library. 

Chicken Barbl!'cue (4 p.111. to 8 p • .11.), sponsored by the DeWitt 

Lions Club, at the DeWitt He■orial Building. 

Firl!'works (9 p.m,) spons ored by the DeWit t City Fire Departemnt. 

Honu 111ent Dedicatio n (2 p. 111 . ) at t he DeWitt c e me t e r y . A 11onu111ent 

honoring Eunice Scott, wif e o f Capt . David Scott and the first· 

wo 11an p ionee r o( Clinton county, has bel!'n erected by the Clinton 

County Hi sto rical Society in coop·e ration with the City of DeWitt. .................................................................. 
RESTROOMS are located at the DeWitt Memori al Ruil d i ng, the Fa ye 

Hanson Public Lib r ary and at Riverside Pa rk, 

LUNCHES or REFRESHMENTS can be obtained at sever al locations both 

uptown in DeWitt and at Coun try Mea do ws (just sout h of the Scott­

Robison Hous e) on Schavey road. 

································································· 
The DeWitt Se squicentennial Commi ttee would like to tha nk you (or 

your parti ci pa tio n in t he f e stivities of t hi s histor ic occassion. 

ENJOY THE DAY! 


