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CJ'hank cyou 
Tile 1976 DeWitt Meroorbl ,\-,wd,'lticJ11 llo:ird (lf Directors tnke-s thi~ oppor• 
tunity lo tb.ank~ sincerely, each and "'~I'}· i11dMdual \\ho, so un.eirisbly, 
h:1, donated his or her lime on the 30tl1 Auuunl {h Roast. We are very prnnl 
of our clo~o:-lrnit con111111nlty whkh work, so weU yem after year ro produrc 
one ~1rct-..~t11I 01\ roa~t afttt another. 

We al-.i, express our ,incere thanks to the many locJ! ~nkc dnhs, groups and 
org~nizatiom v, hkb h.,w r11opcr;J1cJ so fully ouce ~in. helpiog us to bring 
;·011 Ox Roa\t. f<l7 6. 

We 1h,11tk, in p1u1icular, the UeWitt Businei:5-mE'n's .\,socL1ti,111, v.hu ~ipt1ott 
the Ox Ro:1,t in hundreds of way~. ro 111e111io11 n couple, tlie1 are h1rgely re­
spomible for the pmd11c1ion rif thi, l'{lU.~lli~r booklet, :md I.hey .ilso ~-to..-e 
down their'husine:-~~ to allow the o:,. roast to ~o on. 

\ . 
·A. ~pc~bt l11a1ik >'OU f:On to the Dln:i Corpor:ition for bringi11i; their :11111ual 
picnic to tJ1e ox roast. 

Othtr inajor <1tpJ>0rlers of tl1e 0., Roa~I yeJr after ~re the DeWitt Lions 
Club, DeWil r Vet, Club, DeWitt J>o;.t of the Americ.111 Legion. St. Judes 
U,her~ Club. Lake <.iene,n A~cution, ~leery Mhers Squari, Llanet' Cluh, St 
Judes and 8:ink Boosters liingo tonnnittees, DeWitt Libr.,ry Hoard, Dt•Witc 
Etlu~tion Assod1tion, Dt-Wilf VFW ;md rheir '\11,ilfary. \1.1~nic l.1.Hlgc, 
Blut Siar Mothers. 01111:rs DeWitt church groUJlS, the 0¢\\'il I Cilf Police De­
parr1nei11. Fire nc1,arlt11Cr,1, rll'W. City u,1.11,cil and M,1yor, 11e1nher.. of Girl 
Scout) auli lloy ~out,, Litl1e 1..t,;1gue, and I ltdr leader, am.I .:ountk,, or 
other JndMdual supporte-1".i. 

A Big ln3nk ~·on co :ill of rhem :md to each of you for contributing ~o gen• 
~romJy of your time aad effort in putting on 011<1 ~upponing the .l<lth 1\rtnual 
0.x Ro~t. .\II 11rocecds go lo impcow the DeWiU !\1c111ori.1I Buihliug, whkl1 
exhl~ ,., ~rvc the nc-::11, of our com1111111i1y sud i1s orgaui'la1io11, a11d to house 
thu UeWlrt Librn,:,-. 

1976 

PROGRAM 

Saturday, August 21st 

DeWitt Mich. 

30th 
DeWitt Ox Roast 



PICTURES Of' EVENTS 



PICTURES OF EVENTS 10:00 t'l ,m. 

10: 00 a.m. til 
6:00 p .m. 

11:00 tun. til 
11:0-0 p .m. 

11:00 a.m. til 
7:00 p.m, 
12:30 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. t il 

4:00 p.m. 

3:00 p .m. 

4:00 p .m. 
4:00 p.m. t il 
6:00 pm. 

5:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7 :30 p,m, ti l ??? 

8:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
10:00 p .m. 
11:00 p .m. 

11:00 p.m. til 
11:20 p.m. 

DEWITT OX ROAST 1976 

PMade • beginnh,g at Scott School • reviewing stand at 
Fuerstenau School by Memorial Building • passing through 
and around town, 

WITL RED WAGON broadcasting live from drivcw;iy by 
bank. 

OX ROAST OFFICIALLY OPENS 
Food Tent • (loctltCd o n Bridge St, just north of light) 

Oxburgcrs still only 75( c~ch 
Games Tent . (located on Main St., jun vtest of li9ht) 

Run by local clubs, 9rou1>s, other or9uni:u,1ions 
Seer Tent • (Locau1d on O'Shaughnessy parking lot off 

East Main St.) Run by St, Judes' Ushttrs Club. 
Merchants Tent • (Located on Nonh Bridge At inten.ee­

t ion of Je fferson) run by DeWitt Downtown Merchants 
Assoc. Souvenir program booklets av3il3ble here. 

Singo Tent • (located on Enst Main :11 intersection of 
Franklin (volunteers from St. Judes and Sand Booster.s) 

LomHy Booth • {locarnd on SE corner of 8rid90/M11in inter­
section. Run til 7 p.m. by Me,ry Mixers and ten by ox 

, roa.s-t pe,,onnell Tickeu on $Ille all day for (.fish And 
other prizes. 

Mtdw3y • B.J, McDonegh Co. Ticket booth located on SW 
cor~r of 8f'idge/Main intersection. 50C per ticket. 

Art Show • wonsored by Mrs. H.101en. Library Association 
OoC3ted In Memo,ial Building by Fuer,tenau School) 
Bath Equestrian (Square Oance on horseback} 

(oho in parade) 
Pony Pulling . sponsored by Clinton County Pony Pulling 

Association Uoc11ted by city OPW .it McGuire Pi rkl 
NOTE: Riverside Park • ball diamond and park are re­

served for the entire ox roast for the Dana Corp, picnic. 
Pri:tc • Schwinn 27" 10-speed bik.e,. His and Hers 

(all prizes announced from main loue,v booth stand and 
over radio • n-eed not be present to win.) 

Prize • S100.00 c.ash. 
Garden Tractor Pull • organized by George ~Ginnis (located 

ac city OPW • McGuire Park) Rules at Tcrr~novas and the 
public is invited to p.irticlpato as woll .is watch. 

Prite . $100.00 cash 
Prize $100.00 cash 
Prize• Suzuki TX-125 Ouuer Motorcycle 
Square Dancing • DeWitt Merry Mixers • Ono Crinev calling 

(located on parking lot between VFW Hall and Masonic 
Temple. Dancing continues in the Momori31 Building 
after demonstration. 
Also event will be held in Mem. Bldg. if it rains 

Prize . $100.00 cash 
Prize · S100.00 e,a,h 
Prize • Sunfis.h 14 foot Sailboin 
All O>t RoMt Events close • gamc-s. beer. food, b ingo, mer• 

chants exhibiu and midway g;lme,:s and rides. 
GRANO FINALE - Fireworks display • by bridgo a t Aiver­

s.ide P;Hk lrun by Bruco Angell 3nd assistants> 

Note: There may be some additions to this schedule • some events may be 
tidded currently in the planning stugc. 



f)''llf.Y~g!~f/AN MAN!'' 
CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING 

DE WITT, MICHIGAN 48820 

PHONE 371 •5800 PHONE 669·6032 

GENE'S TOTAL SERVICE 
POWE RM IX· GREASE JOBS · OIL CHANGE 

PHONE 669 · 9063 

U.S. 27 AT BRIDGE EAST DeWITT, Ml. 

G & L SALES 
F ARM I MPl..EM ENT-SMORT LINE 

GEOAGE WHITE MA NUFACTURER 

$PRAV£RS-WAGON S-OISKS-CV I..T IVATORS 
LOAOERS-OOZERS-AUGERS-ELEVATORS 

"what you need is what we haveu 
Marvin I.alone 669-3107 U.S. 27 DeWitt 

FRED SHAVER IN SU RANCE AGENCY 
3408 NORTH EAST STREET 

L ANS ING, MICH. 48906 
SERVING LANS1NG AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

COMPLET E INSURANCE SERVICE 

CALL 37 1 · 2 318 OR 371 • 2 257 

BILL SHAVER AL MET CA L F 

Farm Market 
FORHERL Y C£HTE NHIA L 

FAR'k HARl(ET 

BAKERY-CHEESE COUNTER-CIDER 

us-27 ~t 0111 Ro.ad, OeW l ·tt, PIich. 

FRANKLIN OI L CORPORATION (OHIOI 

Industrial Metalworking 
Lubricants 

669·9066 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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AUTHORlW> 

669-7 355 

ncn 
DEAI.W TE L EVISION & A PPLI ANCE SERVI CE 

126 E. MAIN DEWITT 

DE WITT AREA CHAPEL 

H ERBER T BROWN 

ROBER T SI R AINE 

PAUt,. T ATE 

I l l S. FRANKLIN 

HOWE'S GREENHOUSE 

PHONE 669 • 9822 

O eW ITT 

8160 U .S. 27 DEWITT' MICH. 



THE SHOPPING GUIDE 
"WEEKLY ADVERTING M EDIA" 

"1'1' PAYS 'fO AOV ERY1$E" 

PHONE 1(5171 676-2491 

GENERAL TELEPHONE 

.. At Your Service in the Area" 

DEWITT AUTO BODY 
BEHIND LAUNDROMAT 

THE QUALI T Y SHOP P H . 669-6265 

SEE B ILL OR PETE 

112 WEST WASHINGTON DEWITT 

SHINGLE SHACK 
uA Nice Place to Eat'' 

Downtown 669-9284 

TERRANOVA 'S THRIFTWAY 
PACKAGE LIQUOR 

GROCERY- MEATS-BEER- WIN E 

' ' DEWI TT'S 
669-6745 

129 S. BF!IOGE 

M EATING PLACE" 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

DEWITT 

The above picture is the "Clinton House" built by C:lptain David Scott. a vet· 
cran of the War of 1812, and f irst white man to settle in DeWitt atea. This large 
Hotel was built between 1840 and 1842, the main Ballroom was on the third 
floor, which also housed the Clinton County court room until St. Johns became 
our County Seat. The "Clinton House" burnt down in 1930. 

The union 76 Gas Station now rests on the very same spot that the "Clinton 
House" rested on years ago. 

ROGER OVERWA Y 

AGENT 

125 N. BR I OGE 

DeWI TT AUTO 
F IRE 

669 • 9949 l.lJ:'E & HEAL T M 

MILBROOK MEADOWS BUILDERS 

0 1sto111 B1-1ildin~ - l.u1S Av,1ilablc 

669-3253 
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DEWITT BAR 

DANCING FRI-SAT. 

BEER- WINE FOOD TAKE-OUT 
LIQUOR 

202 E. MAIN DeWITT 

HIGHLAND HILLS GOLF COURSE 
COVEREO-LIG HT E0 - H EAT£ 0 OR IVING RANGE 

18 HOLE PUBLIC GOLF COURSE 

BANQUET FACI LI TIES 

PHONE 669 • 9873 
U.S. 27 AT ALWARD RO. DeWITT MICH. 

DANCE HALL DAIRY 

219 N. Bridge, DcWin 

CONES- 51 IAKES- SUNDAES 
SLUSHES- SANDWICHES 

DEWITT PHARMACY 
KE ITH 8. BLIZZ ARD, R. PH. 

PHONE 669•6445 

113 S . SR I OGE ST. DeWITT 

BILL FOWLER FORD SALES' INC. 

I■ FORD 
' I 

669 · 2725 

NORTH U.S. 27 DEWITT' MICH. 

• 

MASTER 

~ 
~ 

BOUGHTON ELEV A TOR 

AGRICO F ERTILIZER 

NORTHRUP KING T I P TOP 

WOLVERINE • BALE TWINE 
SEED CORN FARM S EEDS 

" CALL US BEFORE SELLING YOUR GRAINS 
PHONE 669-6684 DeWITT 

GRADY SMALLEY 
Long Realty Company 

Sales - Building 
Leasing- Trades & Appraisals 

3300 HITCHING POST ROAD 

669-3538 669-2851 

BASEMENT DIGGING • SEPTIC TANKS • DRAIN Flf!LDS 

TRENCH ING • T REE CUTTI NG • BULLDOZI NG 

L. A. WILSON & SON 
1 1 375 U . S. 27 

DEWITT, M ICH IGAN 
OFF, 969, 9634 • PIT 600,3405 

RADIO DISPATCHED 

BLA C K DIRT FILL 

SANO • GRAVEL • WASHED ST O N E 

WE APPRECIATE T H E DeWITT AREAS BUSINE.SS 

LYNN'S FLOWER SHOP 
OeWitt's Complete Floral Service 

Dried Flowers- Gifts- Weddings 
Funeral Sprays- Corsages 
Lower Level-Hen's Nest 

669-3045 

FITCH PHOTOGRAPIIIC STUDIO 
SENIO R PORT RAITS- W EDDI N GS-COMMERCIAL 

l 2 l W, MAIN, DE\'/11.T PHONE 669·3509 

100 N. EMMONS, ST. JOHN$ PH ONE 224 •3565 



DAN ZELINSKI BUILDER 
pccializing in contemporary homes 

specializing in Contemporary I-tomes 
of Distinctio n 

669-3608 

B. C. "76" 
William Wilson, Owner 

Quality Auto care and Wrecker Service 

Downtown 669·5201 

MR.. KELL Y'S FASHIONS 
"Where Smart Women Shop" 

catetlng to the Jr. - Missy 
and Queen Size Figure 

108 Bridge Street 669-3314 

BALLARD HOME CENTER 

CO MPL..ETE HOME REMODELING 
FLOOR COVERINGS 

KI TCHEN CA81NETS FIREPLACES 
CEMENT 

118 North Washington DeWitt 

OLDE COUNTRY CATERERS 

t='EA T URING HO MEMADE t="OO DS 

.L 669•97 47 114 W. MAIN DEWITT 

.. 

• 

. 
• 

TDM KING OIL COMPANY 
Jobber - Standard Oil Products 

641-6331 641 -61 87 

SUBURBAN 
SERVICI'!: ANO S UPPLY 

ALt..1$,C:M.A LM l!AS / GOODYEAR BELTS 
OERVICC ON A1..L L AWN ANO OAR Ot:N &CQVIP M ltNT 

U37l U 6 27 
DEWITT , M ICHIGAN 48820 

i'ICL C,-.MO NC 

969,3474 

DOUGLAS B. lWISS AGENCY 

Insurance of all Forms 

108 W. Main Street 
DeWitt Phone 669•7604 

WILLIS CRESSMAN 
BASEMENT DIGGING 

SEPTIC TANKS 

SEEPAGE BEDS 

CRUSHED LIMESTONE 

"FRIENDLY SERVICE" 

PHONE 669 • 2845 OOWITT 

BILL O'SHAUGHNESSY CHEVROLET 
INC. 

PHONE 669 , 2021 

122 E. MAIN ST. OOWITT, Ml. 



1287S S. U.S. 27 ._._ ____ .--- DEWITT, MICH. 

MOBILE HOMES, INC. 

R. E. S. 
BOOKKEEPING AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE 

BUS.PH. 669-2211 

RICHARD E. 

218 N. BRIDGE S T. 

RES.PH. 669-3285 

S TODDARD 

DEWITT , MICHIGAN 

DREPS RECREATIONAL CENTER 
"COMPL.ET E SALES & SERVICE & LEAStNG 

COACHMAN-FULL LINE-DODGE R.V. SERVICE CENTER 
PHONE (5 11)669•9996 

DeWitt, Michigan 

DALMAN 'S HARDWARE 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES 

WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES 

PAINTS 

ZENITH 

669 · 6785 

FARM SUPPLIES 

RADIO & T,V. 

103 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET DeWITT 

FAMILY BARBER SHOP 

BILL LONIER 

8 :00~ :00 

TUE- FRI. 

124 WEST MAIN 

8:00-5:00 

SATURDAY 

DeWITT 

·, 

DEWITT MEMORIAL BUILDING 

On Oct. 16, 194S, Mrs. Earl Pierson, Assistant Librarian, issued a request to 
every organization in DeWitt Township to send two representatives to discuss 
the possibility of building a community building in DeWitt. A piece of property 
on West Washington Street, where the present memorial building stands, had 
be,:n donated by Mr. & Mrs. William Rogerson. for the purpose of building a li­
bnuy, but they were agreeable to the construction of a community building, 
provided a library was acoomodated. 

The first donation was a pledge of Sl_,000 given by Mr. & Mrs. Verne W,lker. 
AU of the organizations agreed to raise money for this purpose. They formed a 
non•profit organisation to erect and maiJ\lain a building, and named their group 
the "Memorial Association.'' 

In April. 1946. delegates and le:1ders of clubs met to find !I way to raise money 
They decided on a street carni\.'31, which was a •,ery succe~ful three day event. 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Most prizes and articles for booths were donated 
with e,q,en,es being less than SI00.00. Later the event was cut to two days. 
Salurday and Sunday, and al present is a one day event, being held the second 
Saturday before Labor Day weeke nd of each year. From this street C3nlival, 
the present 29th annual Ox Roast has grown, and it has become an annual event 
to provide funds for tilt op<ration and maintenance of the Memorial Building. 
Jack Lenneman and Don Reed were the principle chefs and became known as 
the "Barbecue Kings" of Central Michigan. 

The original building incorporators were W. Griswold and J.B. Vincent, Leo 
Spayd<, Leon Bliuard, Mildred Carris, Hazel Norris, Verne Walker and Mr. &. 
Mr,;. William Rogerson. 

This building wa s dedic•ted to all veterans of all wars. It has been the meeting 
place for all local organizations and ~ quite unique in iCs inception and use. 

The building was opened for partial use for the 1947 Ox Roost and was dedica· 
ted at the annual e,•ent in 1948. A bronze plaque placed in tl1e lobby of the li­
brary by the DeWitt Blue Star Mothers, reads, "Lovingly dedicated to the men 
and women who served in· all bracnhes of military service, and to those who 
ga,-e their lives to dteir country.'• The plaque also lii;t.o; the e ight n:unes of lo· 
cal boys who gave their lives in World War II. 

In September, 196S, an addition to the Memorial Buildi(>g was started. This 
addition gave DeWitt the needed room for its Library and oommWlity events, 
This addition. which ~ still unrmishcd to date, calls for a lounge. snack bar, and 
two more restrooms, the dance lloor, paneling and ceilq arc completed. 

Our building now houses one of the most modern libraries in the state, for an 
area of this site. It is a member of the Central Michigan Library System. There 
is currently a meeting room with complete kitchen facilities for use by the pub­
lic and also a second level abo for use by the public. 



The DeWitt Memorial Association, a non•1>rofit orguniz:uion. S)>onsors the Ox 
Roasl each year lo help mainlllin the Memorial Building. Rent paid by Che U­
brary and weekend rentals from the two halls also help to defray costs. 

Nine DeWitt residents, volunteering their time, make up the Memorial Associa, 
tion Board. Three members are replaced at each annual board meeting, which 
is held in January. gmng each member a three year term 10 fill. 

Public meetings are ~Id on the last Wednesday of cad, month , 31 8:00 P.M. 
in the Meeting Room, adjacent to the library. in the Memorial Building. 

J,il House General Store 


