
THANK YOU 

The 1975 DeWitt Memorial Association Board takes tl1is opportunity to thank 
each and evecy individual who 90 unselfi.'<hly, has donated his or her t ime on the 
Ox Roast. Only a close-knit community as DeWitt, working together can pro• 
duce a successful Ox Roast, year after year after year. 

We also express our sincere thanks to the many service clubs and organizations 
of DeWitt, which have cooperated 90 completely in helping us bring you a suc­
cessful Ox Roast Day, 1975. 

We thank, in particular, the DeWitt Businessmen's Aa>ciation, the DeWitt Lions 
Club, St. Judes Ushers Club and Bingo Committees, the DeWitt Vets Club, the 
American Legion, Lake Geneva Association, the Merry Mixers Square Dance 
Club, the DeWitt Education Association, the DeWitt VFW and Auxiliary, the 
Masonic Lodge, Blue Star Mothers, the DeWitt City Police Department, Fire De­
partment, DPW, City Council & Mayor, members of girl scouts and boy scouts 
and their leaders, members of tl1e Clinton County Sherifrs Posse and all who 
have contributed 90 generously of their tin1e and effort in putting on the Ox 
Roast for 1975. 0~ 
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(,, The DeWitt Memorial Association Board 

1975 Memorial Board Members 

Gerald Thiel, President 

Harold Bi,gy, V, President 

Mrs. Roger O,,,rway, Secretacy 

Rev. Jerry Cole, Treaswer 

William Hayner, Director 

PROGRAM EDITORS 

Da.r\lt'ln Rose, Director 

Willis Fuller, Director 

Tercy Gnrtside, Director 

Mrs. Robert Acuna, Booking Agt. 

Mrs. David Bordui, Custodian 

Joan B. Overway, DeWitt Memorial Board, Secretary 
Otarles A. Root, Spartan Duplicating & Printing, Inc. 
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DUPLICA•TING AND PRINTING 

'1sSSI Nortli East Street 

489- 4330 

CARL T©N'S MOBILE HOME SALES 
14500 N. U.S. 27 

PHONE. (5171 489-6839 or 48&.9423 

SALES & SERVICE 

MOTOR H0MES TRAVELTRAILERS 

PONDEROSA SP-ORT GENTER 
MINI GOLF-BASEBALL MACHINE5-PIN BALL 

DRIVING RANGE-MERRV- GO-R0UND 

FROSTY- FRE!;ZE 

11888 u.s. 27 

McNAUEY'S STANDA.Rp 
N. 2-7 AT 127' INTS:RCHANQE 

OPEN 24 HOURS • MECHANIC ON DUTY 

DeWITT, '1,11CH. , 

P'ASi' P'R l~NDLY SERV~CE AT REASONABLE PRICES 

WITH nus COUPON 

Lube, Oil and.Filo, $6.99 . . 
-3141 

WILLARD J. REED AGENCY 

DOUGLAS B. TWISS, AGENT 
INDEPENDENT INSURANC!a AGENTS . 

REPRESENTING' SEVERAL FINE· COMPANIES, 

AUTO-HOMEOWNERS-,,LIFE-BWSINESS 
CH •704 U9•SO 7 

1 08 W. MAIN STREET DeWITT 

• '• 

TIME 

10:00 

11:00 

1:30 

3:00 

7:30 

7:30 

8:00 

9:00 

10:00 

• Food & Refreshments 
ALLDAY LONG 

*BEER TENT 

• BINGO TENT 

OX ROAST SCHEDULE 

10:00 a.m. til 11:00 p.m. 

EVENTS 

Parade - Art Show Opens 

Mid-Way Opens· Rides· Games· Food Tent. 
Bingo Tent, Beer Tent, Gam11 Tent 

Pony Pull . Clinton County Pony Pullers· City DPW 

Country Music Show VFW Hall 
Cerl Kosloski & The Playboys 

Country Blue Grau-Charley Anderson • VFW Hall 

Square Dancing • VFW Parking Lot 
DeWitt Merry Mixlfs 
Dawe Cris,ey, taller 

Square Dancing• Memorial Building 

Country Folk Music • VFW Hall 
Diana DeWitt & John · John 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 

1st Prize: 

2nd Prize: 

3rd Prize: 

10 HP Garden Tractor with 42in, 
mower attachment 

$200 CASH $ $ S 

$100 CASH$ $ $ 

MCDONAUGH 

* SQUARE DANCE· 8PM 
Dave Crissey • Caller 

• PONY RIDES 

*ART 
SHOW 
IN MEMORIAL BUILDING 

*BIG* 

i!)ii~ 
CASH PRIZES! 
S25·Sl,OOO 



fJ,, llf.Y ~!!!!.~flAN MAN!'' 
CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING 

DE WITT, l'>ilCHIGAN 48820 
PHONE 371-5800 PHONE 669-6032 

GENE'S TOTAL SERVICE 
POWERMIX · GREASE JOBS· OIL CHANGE 

PHONE 669 • 9063 

U.S. 27 AT BRIDGE EAST DeWITT, Ml. 

SCHAIBLE'S COIN LAUNDRY 
5:00 A.M. · TO • 10:00 P.M. 

SELF SERVICE ORY CLEANING MACHINE 

128 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET DeWITT 

BARRETT UPHOLSTERY 

Bill & Carolee Barrett, Owners 

669 · 3497 

119 NORTH BRIDGE STREET · DeWITT 

Farm Market 
FORMERLY CENTE'NNIAL 

FARH MARKET 

BAKERY•CHEESE COUNTER·CIDER 

us-27 •t Dtll Road, DeWitt, "lch. 

DEWITT MEMORIAL BUILDING 

On Oct. 16, 1945, Mrs. Earl Pierson, Assistant Librarian, issued a request to 
every organit:ation in DeWitt Township to send two representalives to discuss 
the possibility of buijding a community building in DeWilt, A piece of properly 
on West Washington Street, where the present memorial building stands, had 
been donated by Mr. & Mrs. William Rogerson, for the purpose of building a li­
brary, but they were agrc<able to the construction of a community building, 
p1'0vided a libruy was accomodated. 

The first donation was a pledge of $1,000 given by Mr. & Mrs. Verne Walker. 
All of the organizations agreed to r.iise money for this purpose, They formed a 
non.profit organisation to erect a~ maintain a building, and named their group 
the .. Memorial Association.·· 

In April, 1946, delegates and leaders of clubs met to find a way to raise money 
They decided on a street carnival, which was a very successful three day event, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Most prizes and articles for booths were donated 
with expenses being less than Sl00.00. Lattr the event was cut to two days, 
Saturday and Sunday, and at present is a one day event, being held the second 
Saturdav before Labor Day weekend of each year. From this s treet carnival, 
the pre-~nt 29th annual Ox Roast has grown, and it-has become 3J1 annual C'l''tnl 
to provide funds for the operation and maintenance of the Memorial Building. 
Jack Lcnneman and Don Reed were tlte principle chefs and became known a.Ii 

the "Barbecue Kings" of Central Michigan. 

The original building incorporators were W. Griswold and J.B. Vincent, Leo 
Spayde, Leon Blizzard, Mildred Carris, Hazel Norris, Verne Walker and Mr. & 
Mrs. William Rogerson. 

This building was dedicated to all ,•e1erans of all wus. It has been the meeting 
place for all local organizations and is quiCe unique in its inception alXI use: 

n,c building was opened for partial use for the 1947 Ox Roast and was dedica­
ted at the annual event in 1948. A bronze plaque placed in lhe lobby of the li­
bra,y by the DeWitt Blue Star Mothers, reads, ' 'Lovingly dedicated to the men 
and women who served in· all bracnhes of military service, and to those who 
gave their lhes to their country." The plaque also lists the eight names of lo0 

cal boys who gave their lives in World War II. 

In Septtmber, 196S, an addition· to the Memorial Building was started. This 
addttion ga,•e DeWitt the needed room for Its Libra,y and community events. 
Titis addition, which is still unfinished to date, calls for a lounge, snack bar, and 
two more restrooms, the dance floor, paneling and ceiling arc completed, 

Our building now houses one of the most modern Ubrarics in the state, for an 
area of this size. It isa member of the Central Michigan Libruy System. There 
is currently a meeting room with complete kitchen facilities for use by the pub• 
lie and also a second level aho for use by the public. 



! 

The DeWitt Memo1.ial Association, a non-profit organization, sponsors the Ox 
Roast each year to help maintain the Memorial Building. Rent paid by the Li­
brary and weekend rentals from the two halls also help to defray costs. 

Nine DeWitt residents. \'Olunteering their time, make up the Memorial Associa• 
l ion Board. Three members are replaced at each annual board meeting, which 
is held in January, giving each membe< a t hree year term to fill. 

Public meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month, at 8:00 P.M. 
in the Meeting Room, adjacent to Che Library, in the Memorial Building. 

THE CHALET RESTAURANT 

" F RIENDLY AND EFFICIENT SERVICE" 

HOME COOKING 
AND 

NOON SPECIALS 

JACK & JENNY MILLER, OWNE~$ 

102 WEST MAIN ST. 06WITT 

BALLARD HOME CENTER 

COMPLETE HOME REMOD ELING 

FLOOR COVERINGS 

KITCHEN CABINETS 

118 N. WASHINGT ON 

LUMBER 

CEMENT 

DeWITT 

THE HEN'S NEST 
121 WEST MAIN ST. 

DeWITT, MICH. 669•3470 

CHECK OUR SIDEWALK TABL ES FOR 

OX ROAST BARGAINS 

l 

• • 
~ n,v llfi:11 :;0f"o<lt'rf,tl,P,:,,. ,-,,;.,_, 

The above picture is the "Clinton House" built by Captain David Scott, a vet4 

eran of the War of 1812, and first white man to settle in DeWitt area. This large 
Hotel was built betwe@n 1840 and 1842, the main Ballroom was on th@ third 
floor, which also housed the Clinton County court room until St. Johns became 
our County Seat. The " Clinton House" burnt down in 19~. 

The union 76 Gas Station now rests on the ve1y same sPOt that the "Clinton 
House" rested on years ago. This Station is now run by William Ackles. 

ROGER OVERWA Y 
AGENT 

125 N. BRI OGE 

DeWI TT 
AUTO 
F IRE 

669 • 9949 
110!,II AN(I LIFE & HEALTH 

G. & L . SALES 

ROPER Sl1npllc/lq SNAPPER 

WHERE SERVICE IS A PLEASURE 

PHONE 669 · 3107 
Marvin La Lone U.S. 27 DeWITT; MICH. 



PARADE ... 
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Sq. Dance 
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Ox Roast 
Drawing & -11-\, • 4 Information 

------~ I 1,.~- -= ~ 
-----------~-1 _A_ I_N ___ s_T_._<_H_o_w_e_Rd_. _> _,~ >, Par ki ng Onl y ~ )I i;--

1 : 30 p .m. 

.......... _ ----

Square 

MEMORIAL 
BUILDING 

Parade Judges 
stand 

Jefferson St . 

M A I N S T . 



DEWITT BAR 

DANCING FRI- SAT. 

BEER-WINE FOOD TAKE- OUT 
LIQUOR 

202 E. MAIN DeWITT 

HIGHLAND H I LLS GOLF COURSE 
COVEREO-LIGH TEO-H EATEO DR IV ING RANGE 

18 HOLE PUB LI C GOLF COU RSE 

BANQU ET F ACI L IT IE,S 

PH ON E 6 69 • 98 73 
U.S. 2 7 A T A L WA RD RO. DeWITT' MICH. 

DREPS MOTOR HOMES 
COMPEL TE SA L£S & SERVI CE & LEASI NG 

DeWITT, M ICH IGA N 

PHO N E (5 1 7 ) 669-9996 OR 669-9997 

DEW ITT PHARMACY 
K EITH B, BLIZZ AR D , R. PH. 

PH ONE 669•6445 

113 S. B RI DGE ST. DeWITT 

BILL FOWLER FORD SALES' INC. 

I■ 
669 - 2725 

NORTH U .S. 27 DEWITT' MICH. 

KEN'S ENCO SERVICE 

489-9204 

Nonh Eas-t Street 

CERTIF'IED MECHANIC ON DUT Y 

t<EN ~EDE\YA, OWN ER 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 

~ fl.l .11K tHI ! 
I .I .N llfflt .. 1.11 ~ 
i WI~- ............. i • · .. lanaing,mL • 
• l I • e ~l7/4'1~HI • 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

669-7 355 

126 E. MAIN DEWIT T 

OE WITT AREA CHAPEL 

H ERBERT 8 ROWN 

AOUEAT SIRR IN E 

PAUL TA T E 

11 1 S. F RANKL IN 

HOWE'S GREENHOUSE 

P H ONE 669 - 98 ZZ 

DeWITT 

8160 U .S. Z7 DEWI TT' M I CH. 



BOUGHTON ELEVATOR 
AGRICO FERTILIZER 

NORTHFlVP KING 

WOLVER INE 
SEED CORN 

T IP TOP 

BALE T WINE 
FARM SEEDS 

"CALL US BEFORE SELLING YOUR GRAINS" 

COMPLETE 

PHONE 669·6684 DeWITT 

DEWITT CAR WASH 
OPEN 24 HOURS PER OAY 

AUTOMAT IC-(HOT WAX)-SELF SERVICE 

COIN OPERATED 

sot - 2st 
113 E. WASHINGTON DeWITT 

BASEMl:NT DIGGING • &£PTIC TANKS • DRAIN FIELDS 

TRENCHING • TAEE CUTTING • ■UL.LOOZING 

l. A. WILSON & SON 
11375 u. $, 27 

DEWITT, MICHIGAN 
OF'P. 659-9&3A • fl'IT 6$0-$405 

RA.010 D IS~ATCHEO 

BLACK DIRT FILL 

SAND • GRAYICL • WA&Hro STONC 

WE APPRECIATE THE DeWITT A AEAS 8 USINESS 

SMITH & PEDERSON WATER WELL DRILLING 

Residential & Commercial 

t:a!t 669-7714 
COMPLETE PUMP SALES ... SERVICE 

FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSU A£0 

12255 US 27 1/2 MILE N. OF WEBB RD. DE WITT 

WR£CKER SERVICE 

BRIDGE ANO MAIN 

GET THE SPIRIT AT 

ACKELS UNION 76 

oTUNE- UPS 

oVAL VEJOBS 

o BRAKE JOBS 669- 2431 
0 SNOW Pl.OWING 

DEWITT 

• 

EARLY HISTORY OF DEWITT 
BY FAYE HANSON 

Capta.in David Scott , a "'teran of the War of 1812. was one of tho.. Daniel Boone 
types who didn •t hanker to have neighbors "too dose·· that is within a dozen milts or so, 
which ii how OeWiU came i.nto existence. 

Scott found New York state too confining after the War of 1812, so he moved on 
to AM Arbor, a br:1nd-.new frontier town. in 182S, AM Arbor, in tum became "too 
civilized," and in the spring o[ 1833, Scott picked his way up the Grand River Trail (ports 
of which still exkt ns Round Lake Road) until ht came to a Chippewa Indian village 
named Wabwahnasupu·on the Looking Glass River. 

The high ground overlooking the Looking Glass WllS to be had at little cost from 
the federal government. ScoU returned to Ann Arbor for his wife, Eunice, and children 
David and Charles. In September, they loaded oxen-drawn ,wgons with household goods 
and headed west and north, taking a horse and 17 head of cante. They forded rivers ~nd 
drove through swamps, axle-Oeep, pitched their tents whemcr night overtook them. 

On OctoMr 4, 1833, they arrived at their homesite, to eslablish the first P.ermanent 
settlement in Ointon County, an event memorialized on a huge boulde.r in the old part of 
OeWiu Cemetery. 

Three families of Jndians welcomed the Scotls, loaning them on to their wigwams 
uneil the newcomers could build a log cabin on a sHe directly behind the present 
Municipal Building in Block 41, Sec:lion 8. DeWitt Township. 

While the Scotts were dwelling in this primitive bark habitation, a party of Engfoh 
trave~rs wought shelter while enroute to the village of Grand River, laler Portland. One 
of the members became ill and died. He was buried in a coffin made of bark taken from 
the wagwam, Thi! was the forst recorded death of a white person in Clinton County. 

WILLIS CRESSMAN 
BASEMENT DIGGING 

SEPTIC TANKS 

SEEPAGE BEDS 

CRUSHED LIMESTONE 

" FRIENDLY SERVICE" 

PHONE 669 • 2845 OeWITT 

BILL O'SHAUGHNESSY CHEVROLET 
INC. 

PHONE 669 • 2021 

122 E. MAIN ST. DeWITT, Ml. 



12875 S. U.S. 27 DEWITT, MICH, 

MOBILE HOMES, INC. 

R. E. S. 
BOOKKEEPING AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE 

BUS.PH. 669-2211 RES.PH.669·3285 

RICHARD E. S TODDARD 

218 N. BRIDGE ST. DEWITT, MICHIGAN 

CLINTON NATIONAL BANK & TRUST 

Valley Farms Office 

Mon.• Thurs. 9:30 · 4:30 
DR IVE· IN HOURS 

Mon.• Thurs. 7:30 • 5:30 
Friday 7:30 · 6:00 

Saturday 9:00 • 5:00 

"YOUR WIDE AWAKE BANK'' 

CUIIIDI UTlOJ,U. .... 
DALMAN'S HARDWARE 

PLUMBING SUPPLIES 

WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES 

PAINTS 

ZENITH 

669 • 6785 

FARM SUPFLIES 

RADIO & T.V. 

103 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET DeWITT 

FAMILY BARBER SHOP 

BILL LONIER 

8:00-6:00 

TU E-FRI. 

124 WEST MAIN 

BILL FELL 

8:00-5:00 

SATURDAY 

DeWITT 

. 
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EARLY HISTORY OF DEWrrr (CONTINUED) 
' , 

Scoi1•, actttgt was consid<rable, ..,n for lhal day. He had acquittd 1,426 • .,..._ 
However. Ilk,; ·the -early cattlemen of the plains, he had "open 111nge." There wasn ~ a 

, rence between liis holdlnp and the Shlawmee Rivtr on the east and the Cnnd River on 
ihe soutli, with ' the result t~J bis "putu,e" comprised parts of wlial later becalii• Eaton, 
Ingham, Clinton arid Shiawassee counties. . . 

Roundup lime was· just about any time for Captain Scott. He spcnl a few 
Jnteresling days ~king out and rounding up catde which had strayed. south lo a 
particularly dense s,clion oJ foml in a big bend of the Grand River lo the south of his 
homestead, where there was no evidence of habitation. • · . 

I.es ihan a d<cade lattr,,lhe place where he found his cattle woula become th_e site 
of Mich.igan's capital. · · . ' 

During lhe early years in DeWitt, the Scotts had to retuin to Ann Arlior 
penodkally for supplies. Then, in 1839,'he ,erecteda frame buUaing [or a storeroom and 
grocery and a "P!lblic house" or lavem. This landmuk ~ known _siJ1lPIY as ''Scott's' ' 
bul ii led, in 1840, 10 the_ little communlt)' being singled OUI as lhe pcrnmenlal,eat of 
Ointon County. The r11111 court se!Sion here· was held, October 2, I 840. This slrucl\lre was 
oa the southeast comer of Bridge and Washillgion SlttelJ. 

, · Sometime between 1840 and-1842, Scott buiJI a large hotel, the· "Clinto~ House" 
Oll the sout!>ellsl comer of Bridge and Main Slleeb. II became lhe social center of the 
community and is remembered by many livill& f'Sldellts, h_avina bwned in 1930: 

, Th_e boom.in "emlg,ation up the Grand River Road "from .. ~1heamm Michigan 
added up lo boom times for the little villlage in lhe 1840's. The Grand River Road was a 
main-traveled h~way between Delroil and G,and Ra9icls, leadigg lhrougll DeWitt.and 
Ionia, w~ the federal land office wu located. Money from the Ionia offu:e, -.here 
1ettlen de)>o!dled cash for land, wu cairled to Detroit via DeWitt in a wagon· drawn by 
h(Jrses and guarde<I by 1oldier$. At'DeWitt, the money boxes ,..... unloaded and_ slashed 
ttfr1Y in a boned room of the hotel, with the ,oldlers sleeping within easy range 10 
l'ffl'eDI P'!S'ible pilfering, '' 

Ub 'many other Michigan communilies, DeWitt pot in ils bid for the Jlale capilll 
i,i 1847. But, unlike most, DeWitt missed out by oaly oae vole. ' . 

Then; in 1857, tt,e county, seat was removed 10 lhe newer vUlage of St. Johns, after 
• healed con~rsy, . . • · 

There are stiD tnces of die pioneer~- Al 102 WebbS~tis the home of Mr . 
.,d Mn. Charles Klaver; a pioneer hO;sleby in the ol!lq\ day,, and the buililing l"'t was 
lbe county jail !lill llan~.al 206 ~ Wi.shioglOO ~lleet. .lt became a a~ in 11!62. 

DEWITT AUTO BODY 
BEHtNO ·L.AuNOAO..JAAT · 

;HE QUALITY SHOP PH, 669•6265. 

SEE Bl LL OR PETE 

ll~ WEST, WASHINGTON . DEWITT 

TERRANOVA'S THRIFTWAY · 
PACKAGE LIQUOR 

GROCERY-I\/IEATS-BEER-WINE . 
"DEWITrs 'MEATING Pl:.ACE" 

669-6745 · 
129 S. BRI OGE 

OPEN 7 OAYS 
DEWIT'!" ----------


