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To lhe HANA <'ORl'ORA TION, t\tL1s llivl.tuu, l.ansiug, We w,sh 10 woleome 
you fol~s h> your cu111pa11y plcnlc :mcl the l>eWitt Ox- Roast We ho1>e you en-­
joy yoursclvrs 111H1 h:o-e a ve,,y l'ff".u.-,:wt duy el our a1111unl cvc!11 l. 

Uhank You 
lhe 197.l JleWitt "1e111ori:ll As~ciatiou BomJ wo11ld like lo lak< this oppor 
foully to lhttnk each a11J ever)' lmllvidnnl who ,o 11nselfb!Jily rlmute,I thnir ffme 
to wotk in the OX EH)AST. Ouly a dose net communffy like ours. wot king t,,. 
,:ether, coulll ,:~·c1 mnh.t rm rvrut like t hi.."J a s11cccs.~ year uftnr year, 

We wt1ult1 :1lso llkt- to Chauk Hie sei:vice cluh~, VFW, Arnetlc:.11 Leaion, L>cWIU. 
Vet-., l .ions < '111 b. Bo~• S,:011 ts, < ·,, l.l Sc.:~>t, f s :111tl Gl1·I Scouts. 0 f hf'lr ornw1l1:1tlu11s 
such 11, SI. Juries Usher, I 'luh, DcWirt Meuy Mi,ers "I""'" dance,., DeWitl <:ily 
Polke t>e11.1rt111e11t, ncWht City Fire n.!1>1utme11t , f.:1kc c;eueva Assod:ition. De 
Wiu Sd1<,ol P.l.A. aud fl1e M11su11ic Lodge for th~i, achve ll3rfs in making each 
a1ul e\-'Cl'Y :mnual OX ORASI a su,:ccss. 

s,,c,·i:11 11,uuks lo tho M41h Military Police Comp<111Y, Owo""• of 1h11 141;11t 
~ .P. Hattahon. fhtsc uleu are onr frnf(k ,•,u\lrullers, we :tlJl'te-date having yo11 
hen' 

We"'"" woul<l llkt lo !honk th• morcha111, or IJeW11t fm thci, pn1t in 1his<lay 
1111d ill helping us pror1ul't> I his 1•ro&ra111, 111aki11i this another ire•1t year for tl)e 
OX ROASTI 

LJ.J 
_J 

I >eW,11 Me111011al lloanl 

1973 MEMORIAL BOAIU> Mf.M8f.RS 

Willianl l>rouiu 

0: LI.. r , ;. • 

r>oug~IS H. ' t'wlss, !'res. 

i)a•l•I B flra111111eler, V.P, 

l o~n H. Ovc1wny, Se.:. Oarwlu Rose 

lfarol<l R1111y 

Willi:am Weston 
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Dnugbs II. Twi.s, llcWill Memorial Board, Ptts. 
Charles A. Kool, SpartJ11 l>o11lh:a1i11g & Printing, lni: . 
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$~NG AND PRINTING 
ISSSI North Ew.t Street 

489- 4330 

CARLTON;S MOBILE HOME SALES 
14500 N. U.S. 27 

PHONE (517) 489 • 6839 

SALES & Si;.'.RVICE 

MOTOR HOMES • 1'RAVEL TRAILERS 

AMERICAN BANK AND TRUS1 COMPANY 
A FULL $ERVICI: llANK 

WE WANT TO BE YOUR B",NKER 

PHONE 487 · 6141 

116 N. BRIDGEST. 

LLOYD BERKIMER 

YOUR STANDARD OIL 
AGENT 

PHONE 669 • 7841 

DaWllT 

206 W. MAIN ST. DoWITT 

• 

PROGRAM 
Al110 see the center of thi.s booklet I ! 

TIME HOURLY PRIZES 

10 :00 • • • • Parade ••••• 

11:00 •••• Mid-Way Opens • • 

12:00 • ••• BIN;O ••• • • • $ 25 . 00 Prize 

1:00 •••• Pony Pull • • • • S 25.00 Prize 

2:00 •• •• • • • • • • • •• $ 

3 t00 • • • • • • • • • • • • • $ 

3 :30 •••• Variety Show 
rd 4:00 • ••• 3 Prize • • 

•• 
•• $ 

5:00 • • 

6:00 • • 

• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 

..• s 

. . . s 
6 :30 •••• Variety Show • • 
7:00. • • • • • • • • • • •• $ 

7:30 •• 

8 :00 •• 

• • Vari e t y Sho~ •• 
nd •• 2 Pr i ze •••• S 

8:30. 

9:00 • 

10 :00 • 

Square Dancing 

• • • Variety Show 

••• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • 

• • $ 

•• $ 

25. 00 Prize 

25. 00 Prize 

200. 00 Prize 

25 . 00 Prize 

25. 00 Pri ze 

25 . 00 Prize 

300.00 Prize 

25 . 00 Prize 

25. 00 Prize 

11:00 •••• GRAND PRIZE • • • Sl , 000. 00 Pr i ze 

11 :05 111 11 FIREWORKS 1111 ! Grand Finale 

Good Food 

Art Show 

H. o. Wilbur Ride s 

ALL DAY LONG Good Beer 

Bingo 

PABST Beer Tent 

Games and Pony Rides - Fun for the Whol e Famil y 



WILLARD V. REED AGENCY 
DOUGLAS B. TWISS, AGENT 

INOEPENOANT INSURANCE AGENTS 

REPRESENTING SEVERAL FINE COMPANIES 

AUTO-HOMEOWNERS-LIFE-BUSINESS 
669 • 7604 

108 W. MAIN STREET DeWITT 

SHINGL E SHACK 

"FINE FAMILY RESTAURANT" 

TACOS-SPAGHETTI- RAVIOLI-PIZZAS 

FOOD FOR ALL TASTES 
PHONE 669 • 9284 

TAKE-OUT 
1 02 N, BRIDGE STREET DeWITT 

CUSTOM I NTERIORS 
DON ANO BARB BAUTEL INV ITE YOU TO SEE 

THE VERY LATEST IN 

CARPETING 

DRAPERIES 

WALL COVER ING 
108 N. BRIDGE DeWITT 

FAMILY BARBER SHOP 

BILL LON IE R BILL FELL 

8,oo~,oo 8,oo -5,00 

TUE- FRI. SATURDAY 

124 WEST MAIN De WITT 

DEWITT HISTORY 
Happy Birthday 

December 14th will mark Ute 120th birthday of the DeWitt Community Church. 
It was on this date back in 1853 that the building wa.s dedicated. It did not begin, 
however, as a Community Church but as the First Baptist Church. 

About 25 years after its founding, in the spring of 1928. fire destroved the M.E. 
Church of DeWitt. Its people were invited by the Baptist Church to worship with 
them. The two congregations formed a Federated Church which lasted a year and 
then they incorporated into the DeWitt Community Church. 

The building itself lws undergone changes too. In 1948 it was moved back from 
the sidewalk over a full basement. They installed a new heating srstem and inside 
plumbing. They enlarged the sanctuary and installed a new organ and equipped 
rooms for Sunday School. 

We salute you. DeWitt Community Church, and wish you many years of happi­
nc~ 

Submitted by Mrs. Thomas Mauro 

Source of information: newspaper article 

STATE _ WIDE REAL ESTATE 
REALTOR - BRUCE WOMACK - MGR. JOHN VANCE 

"CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR REA LESTATE NEEDS" 
RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL-FARM-INCOME- LOTS 

PHONE 669 · 2311 

125 N. BRIDGE DeWITT 

KEN'S A UTO SUPPLY 
HOURS, MON- SAT. 9 A .M. to 9 P .M. 

SUNDAY NOON TO 6 P.M. 
NEW AN O REBUILT AUTO PARTS 

FOR ALL MAKES ANO MODELS 
669-5158 

117 WEST MAIN DeWITT 



YE OLDE COUNTRY CATERERS 

Leon & Vi 
Trierweiler 

114W. Main 
DeWitt 

THE PANTHER DEN 
A SUPERVISED TEEN· AGE CENTER 

Bill & Carolee Barrett, Owners 

669 · 3497 

119NORTH BRIDGE STREET-DeWITT 

SCHAIBLE'S COIN LAUNDRY 
5,00 A.M. •TO• 10,00 P.M. 

SELF SERVICE DRY CLEANING MACHINE 

128 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET DeWITT 

DALMAN'S HARDWARE 
PL UMBING SUPPLIES PAINTS FARM SUPPLIES 

WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES ZENITH RADIO & T.V. 

669 • 6785 

103 SOUTH BRI OGE STREET DeWITT 

DEWITT HISTORY 
Through The Years 

The city of DeWitt has a history of near misses. The quiet little village on the 
Looking Class River had its chances to go "big time" in the past, but progress al­
ways seemed to pass it by. In the early 1840's, the viUage became the seat of 
government for Clinton County, until 1857, when people voted to move it to St. 
Johns. 

Then in 1869 the railtood incorporated the village as one of its stopping poinls 
on the Lansing, St. Johns, and Mackinac railroad line. Tracks, however, were never 
laid. 

Finally, shortly after Michigan became a State, congressmen considered the area 
for its new State Capitol. DeWitt again missed its opportunity. 

Today, subdivisions are springing up all around the area. There's talk of 1>utting 
in a new golf course. and new homes and apartment complexes are slowly emerging 
over the landscape. Eager new families arc buying homes before they can be put on 
the market, and superhi~hways are under construction, again promisin~ to pull 
l ,OOO's of people out of the big impersonal cities into fresh air and clean water. 

So for over 100 years DeWitt remained a small town with a bank. white chur­
ches, blacksmith shops and small businesses. Today the town is growing, yet it still 
offers people the solitude of peaceful living, a clean environment and pri>•acy. 

LITTLE NUGGET TAVERN 
BEER- WINE-GOOD FOOD 

113 WEST MAIN STREET DeWITT 

FRED SHAVER INSURANCE AGENCY 
2001 N . T URNER STREET 

LANSING, MICH. 48906 
SERVING LANSING AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE 

CALL 371 • 2318 OR 37 1 • 2257 

BILL SHAVER AL METCALF 



WILLIS CRESSMAN 
BASEMENT DIGGING 

SE PTI C TANKS 

SEEPAGE BEDS 

CRUSHED LIMESTONE 

"FRIENDLY SERVICE" 

PHONE 669 • 2845 DeWITT 

GENE'S TOTAL SERVICE 

POWE RM IX· GREASE JOBS· OIL CHANGE 

PHONE 669 · 9063 

U.S. 27 AT BRIDGE EAST DeWITT, Ml. 

U.S. 27 

EVERETTS BAR 

BEER AND LIQUOR 

EAST DeWITT 

HOWE'S GREENHOUSE 

PHONE 669 • 9822 

8160 U.S. 27 DEWITT' MICH. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE HOURLY PRIZE WINNERS OF 1972 

Doris DeYoe St. Johns $1,000.00 

Lucille Wilcox DeWitt 300.00 

Georgia Hagreen Lansing 200.00 

Flo Hartman DeWitt 25.00 

Ooris Secord DeWitt 25.00 

Cash Kiebler DeWitt 25.00 

John P~lueh Lansing 25.00 

Leo Pohl DeWitt 25.00 

Katie Wurm La ingsburg 25.00 

David Peck DeWitt 25.00 

Darlene Lawrence St. Johns 25.00 

Rav Rice St. Johns 25.00 

BASEMENTS- SEWER HOOK-UPS- DRAIN FIELDS 
DOZER WORK FIN IS H GRADES 

669 • 3059 

BAND D 
EXCAVATING 

DeWITT, M ICHIGAN 

DAV E MOLLITOR 
394 • 0353 

BOB DuBOIS 

BILL FOWLER FORD SALES' INC. 

I■ FORD 
669 • 2725 

NORTH U.S. 27 DEWITT' M ICH. 



THE CHALET RESTAURANT 

"FRIENDLY AND EFF ICIENT SERVICE" 

G IAN T CINNAMON ROLLS AND G IA NT SUGAR COOKIES 

HOME COOKING 
AND 

NOON SPECIALS 
GAIL AND DORTHA GOETZE, OWNERS 

102 WEST MA IN ST. DeWITT 

LEE R. RUMMELL 
FUNERAL HOME 

PHONE 669 · 6465 

111 S. FRANKLIN DeWITT 

BALLARD HOME CENTER 

(DEWITT LUMBER COMPAN Y) 

COMPLET E HOME REMODELING 

FLOOR COVER IN GS 

KITCHEN CABINETS 

118 N. WASH INGTON 

LUMBER 

CEMENT 

DeWITT 

G. & L. SALES 

Si,np/l,:llq 

WHERE SERVICE IS A HABIT 

PHONE 669- 3107 
U.S. 27 DeWITT; MICH. 

DEWITT HISTORY 
A Real Mover! 

The DeWitt Library is 011 the move. II was scarcely 40 years ago that the ladies 
of the DeWitt Woman's Club began collecting and organizing their 635 volumes in 
the rear of the old post office building. Later, however, they moved to quarters 
over the old fire hall and then into the former General Telephone building. 

Expanding and growing with thousands of volumes, the'library is housed in the 
DeWitt Memorial Building, with a branch in the Valley Farms area. 

We can be very proud o f the growth of our library and perhaps we can look for­
ward to a fully independant building of its own. 

Submitted by Mrs. Thomas Mauro 
Source of infonnation: newspaper article 
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CLAYTON CORPORATION 

SERVING DeWITT & GREATER LANS ING AREA 

REALTORS - BUILDERS 
BUS-372 -0920 
RES - 669-3721 

Supporting Home Community of DeWitt 

3224 N. EAST ST. LANSING, MICH. 

LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT' INC. 
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE 

o DESIGN o S HADE TREES 

OCONSTRUCTION oTORO SPRINKLING 
oLAWN SPRINKLING SYSTEMS 

: .. 4 / 

.J>-:: 1 L .... 
ROGER MYERS, Reg. LANSCAPE ARCHITECT 

PHONE (517) 669 • 3348 
391 WEST PRATT RD. DeWITT, MICH. 
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MYRL PIERCE FUEL SERVICE 

PHONE 669 • 7362 

11420 DeWITT RD. DeWITT, MICH. 

HIGHLAND HILLS GOLF COURSE 
JOHN FABIAN 

Owner 
18 HOLE PUBLIC GOLF COURSE 

COVERER - LIGHTED 
HEATED DRIVING RANGE-BANQUET FACILITIES 

PHONE 669 • 9873 
U.S. 27 AT ALWARD RO. DeWITT' MICH. 

GENERAL WELDING 

CHUCK DEANER, WELDER 
CUTTING' GAS WELDING' ARC ANO HELIARC 

ROD' BAR, ANGLE, CHANEL 
ALL TYPES OF REPAIR ANO FABRICATION 

"LOCATED ACROSS F ROM CAR WASH AT LUMER CO." 

PHON E 669 • 3717 OWNER WILLIAM WALKER 

PONDEROSA SPORT CENTER 
MINI GOLF- BASEBALL MACHINES-PIN BALL 

DRIVING RANGE- MERRY- GO-ROUND 

FROSTY· FREEZE 

11888 U.S. 27 DeWITT, MICH. 

• 

DEWITT HISTORY 
Over a Hundred Years of Seivice 

The old while framed building at 119 N. Bridge S1reet is now an Upbolslery 
Shop offering the people of DeWitt an opportuniti.e to learn how to refmish 
their old furnjture. Newcome.rs to the Community, however, would never guess 
the significance that this establishment holds in the historical annuals of DeWitt. 

Old Grange Hall was first the Woodruff carpentry shop before Grange Local 4S9 
bought it as their permanent headquarters in 187S. The hall was a unique cenler 
for Michigan hospitality as It served as a hall for wedding receptions, a temporary 
shelter for classes when the old DeWitt school burned in 1936, and a place for sum­
mer Bible school classes as it was loaned out to various church o,aaniz.ations. 

The edifice saw it.s share of improvements through the years. New stables were 
added so members and guests of Grange could "park'" their horses on meeting 
nights or when the building was used for various functions. Gas lamps illuminated 
the halls at first, but in 1914 electricity became the source of power. 

Grange sold the building in 1966 because membership had dropped and it be­
gan to take on added expenses.s. Tanner's Clothing and Shoes replaced the old 
name of Grange Hall. Later it took on a new sound when DJ's Record Shop re­
placed the clothing store. 

Today the Upholstery Shop occupies part of the buildin~ and a Center for Teens 
shores the other part. Whatever the future holds for old Grange Hall, memories will 
still hold dear for this Grand Old Site in DeWitt, Michigan. 

MEMORIAL BUILDING 
WE ARE NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR 

WEDDINGS-DANCES-PARTIES 
BEAUTIFUL HARDWOOD DANCE FLOOR 

669-9781 0. BOX 269 
669-9781 KITCHEN IS AVAILABLE P.O. BOX269 
CALL AFTER 5:00 P.M. MRS. CHARLES ANDERSON 

206 W. WASHINGTON ST. DeWITT, MICH. 



DEWITT BAR 

DANCING FRI- SAT. 

BEER-WINE FOOD TAKE-OUT 

202 E. MAIN DeWITT 

ROGER OVERWAY 

125 N. BRIDGE 

DeWITT 

669 - 9949 

AGENT 

214 JEFFERSON 
GRANO LEDGE 

627 - 7366 

DREPS MOTOR HOMES 
COMPLETE SALES & SERVICE 

O<>WITT. M ICHIGAN 

PHONE (517) 669-9996 OR 669-9997 

SUMMER CLEARANCE 
STOCK REDUCED UP TO 30% 

DEWITT PHARMACY 
KEITH B. BLIZZARD, R. PH. 

PHONE 669-6445 

113 S. BRI DGE ST. DeWITT 

DEWITT MEMORIAL BUILDING 

Early in the spring of I 946, club ladies and interested residents 
of DeWitt decided the village needed a building which cou ld be a 
living memorial for all veterans of all wars. This building would be 
used by all civic organizations as well as the library. 

Two city lots were donated by Mr. and Mrs. William Rogerson, 
these lots being where the present Memorial Building stands. To 
begin with, money for the building fund was raised by personal 
donations and from v~rious organ izations. 

In April, 1946, delegates and leaders of clubs met to find a way 
to raise more money. They decided on a street carnival, which was a 
very successful three day event, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Mose 
all prizes and articles for booths were donated with expenses being 
less than SI00.00. Later the event was cut to two days, Saturday and 
Sunday, hnd at present is a one day event, being held the second 
Saturday before Labor Day weekend of each year. From this street 
carnival the present 27th annual Ox Roast has grown. 

In Septe mber, I 965, an addition to the Memorial Building was 
started. This addition gave DeWitt the needed room for its Library 
and community events. This addition , which is still unfinished to 
date, calls for a lounge, snack bar, and two more restrooms, the 
dance floor, paneling and cei ling are comple ted. 

The DeWitt Memorial Association, a non-profit organization, 
sponsors the Ox Roast each year to help maintain the Memorial 
Building. Rent paid by the Library and weekend rentals from the 
two halls also help to defray costs. 

Nine DeWitt residents, volunteering their time, make up the 
Memorial Association Board. Three members are replaced at each 
annual board meeting, wh ich is held in January, giving each member 
a three year 1erm to fill. 

Public meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month, 
at 8:00 P.M., in the Meeting Room , adjacent to the Library. in the 
Memorial Building. 

BILL O'SHAUGHNESSY CHEVROLET 
INC. 

PHONE 669 - 2021 

~ 
122 E. MAIN ST. DeWITT 1 Ml. 



BOUGHTON ELEVA TOR 

AGR ICO FERTILIZER 

KINGSCROST TIP TOP 
WOLVERINE BALE TWINE 
SEED CORN F ARM SEEDS 

"CALL US BEFORE SELLING YOUR GRAINS" 
PHONE 669-6684 DeWITT 

COMPLETE 

DEWITT CAR WASH 

OPEN 24 HOURS PER DAY 

AUT OMATIC-(HOT WAX)-SELF SERVICE 

COIN OPERATED 
50,t - 25,t 

113 E. WASHINGTON DeWITT 

THE HEN'S NEST 

121 WEST MAIN ST. 
DeWITT, MICH. 669-3470 

CHECK OUR SIDEWALK TABLES FOR 

OX ROAST BARGAINS 

GET THE SPIRIT AT 

ACKELS UNION 76 

OTUNE- UPS 

oVALVE JOBS 

o BRAKE JOBS 

BRIDGE AND MAIN 
DEWITT 

EARLY HISTORY OF DEWITT 
BY FAYE HANSON 

Captain David Scott, a veteran of the War of 1812, was one of thos< Daniel Boone 
types who didn 't hanker to have neighbors .. too close .. that is within a dozen miles or so, 
which is how DeWitt came into existence. 

Scott found New York state too confining after the War of 1812,so he moved on 
to Ann Arbor, a brand-new frontier town, in 1825. Ann Arbor, in tum became "too 
civilized," and in the spring of 1833, Scott picked his way up the Grand River Trail (parts 
of which still exist as Round Lake Road) until he came to a Otippewa Indian village 
named Wabwahnasupu on the Looking Glass River. 

The high g.round overlooking the Looking Glass was to be had at little cost from 
the federal government. Scott returned to Ann Arbor for his wife, Eunice, and children 
David and Charles. In September, they loaded oxen-drawn wagons with hous,hold goods 
and headed -..~st and north, taking a horse and 17 head of cattle. They forded rivers and 
drove through swamps, axle-deep. pitched their tents wherever night overtook them, 

On October 4, 1833, they arrived at their homesite , to establish lhe first permanent 
settlement in Clinton County, an event memorialized on a huge boulder in the old part of 
DeWitt Cemetery. 

Three families of Indians welcomed the Scotts, loaning them on 10 their wigwams 
until the newcomers could build a log cabin on a site directly behind the present 
Municipal Building in Block 41, Section 8, DeWitt Township. 

While the Scotts were dwcUing in this primitive bark habitation, a party of English 
travelers wought shelter while enroute to the village of Grand River, later Portland. One 
of the members became ill and died. He was buried in a cof6n made of bark taken fro,n 
the wagwam. This was the first recorded death of 3 white person in Qin ton County . 

TERRANOVA'S THRIFTWAY 
PACKAGE LIQUOR 

GROCERY-MEATS-BEER- WI NE 

"DEWITT'S MEATING PLACE" 
669-6745 OPEN 7 DAYS 

129 S. BRI OGE DEWI TT 

L.A. WILSON & SON I NC. 

OF F ICE 669-9634 
DRAIN FIELDS 
S EP T IC TAN KS 
BASEMENT OIG. 

11375 U.S. 27 

PIT 669-3495 
BULLDOZING 
F ILL DIRT 
SAND & GRAVEL 

DEWITT 



THE UPHOLSTERY SHOP 

DANIE L BUSEN, OWNER 

HIDE- A - BED MANUFACTURER 

MATERIALS FOR DO IT YOURSEL F ERS 

8,00-5 ,OO MON- FRI. 

119 N. BRI DGE 669·5058 

8,00-1,00 SAT. 

DEWITT 

BUS.PH. 669-2211 RES.PH.669·3285 

R. E. S. 
BOOKKEEPING AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE 

RICHARD E. STODDARD 

218 N. BRIDGE ST. DEWITT, MICHIGAN 

MOBILE HOMES, INC. 

12875 S. U.S. 27 DEWITT, MICH. 

DEWITT AUTO BODY 

THE QUALITY SHOP PH . 669-6265 

SEE BILL OR PETE 

112 WEST WASHINGTON DEWITT 

EARLY HISTORY OF DEWITT (CONTINUED) 

Scott's acreage was consjderable, c,•cn for 1hat day. He h:1d acquired 1,426 acres. 
Ho,,;-e•.rer. like the early cattlemen of the plai.ns, he had .. open range." There v..isn't a 
fence between his holdings and lhc Shiaw:issee River on the east and the Grand River on 
the south, with lhe result that his "pilsture" comprised parts of whal later became E:iton, 
Ingham, Clinton and Shiawa«ee counties. 

Roundup time was just about nny time for Captain Scott He spent a few 
interesting days seeking out and rounding up cattle which had strayed south to a 
particularly dens, section of forest in a big bend of the Grand River to the sou1h of his 
homestead, where there was no evidence of habitation. 

Less than a decade later. the place where he found his cattle would become the site 
of Michigan's capital. 

During the early years in DeWitt, the Scotts had to return to Ann Arbor 
periodically for supplies. Then, in 1839, he erected a frame bui.lding for a scoreroom and 
grocery and a ''public house" or tavern. This landmark was known simply as ''Scott 's" 
bur it led, in 1840, 10 the titllc communily being singled our as 1he governmental seat of 
Cl.inton County . The firsc court session here was held October 2, 1840. This structure was 
on rhe southeast comer of Bridge and Washington Streets. 

Somerimc between 1840 and 1842, Scott built a large hotel, the "Clinton House" 
on the southeast comer of Bridge and Main Streets. It became the social center of the 
community and is remembered by many living residents. having burned in 1930. 

The b-Oom in emigration up 1he Grand River Road from southe.astem Michigan 
added up to boom times for the little villl::ige in the J 840's, The Grand River Road was n 
main-traveled highway between Detroit and Grand Rapids, leading through DeWitt and 
Ionia, where the federal land ofr.ce W3s located. Money from rhe Ionia office, where 
sertlers deposited cash for land, was carried 10 Detroit via DeWitt in a "•gon drawn by 
horses a~d guarded by soldiers. Al 'DeWitt, lhe money boxes were u1tloaded and stashed 
away in a barred room of the hotel, with the soldiers sleeping within easy rn11ge to 
prevent po«ible pilfering. 

Like many other Michigan communities, DeWitt put in its bid for the state capital 
in 1847. But, un.like mosl, DeWitt missed out by only one vote. 

Then, in 1857, the county scat was removed to the newer village of St. Johns, after 
heated contro,·ersy. 

There are still !races of the pioneer village. At 102 Webb Street is the home of Mr. 
and M.rs. Charles Klaver, a pioneer hostelry in the olden days, and lhe building that was 
the county jail still stands at 206 East Washington Street. It became a dweUing in 1862. 

EL ECT CULLIGAN FOR SOFT WATER 

N. U.S. ?,.,7 E.DEWITT, Ml. 



CENTRAL MICH IGAN 

ENGRAVERS, I NC. 

15551 North East Street 

4S5 - 5865 

NEWMAN'S SALES & SERVICE 

GUEREI T 3- 10 SPEED BIKES 

C- Z JAWA MOTORCYCLES -TUNE UPS-
COOPE R MOT ORCYCL ES - PARTS-
SKI ROULE SNOWMOBILE S - ACCESSORIES-

- GENERAL REPAIRS-

211 SOUTH BRI DGE 

KECK'S 

PH. 669 • 3664 

D EWI T T 

II 
TELEVISION & APPLIANCE SERVICE 

AUTHOlllUJ> 
D£AIU.< 

669- 7 355 ncn 
126 E. MAIN DEWITT 

CLINTON NATIONAL BANK 

AND TRUST CO. 

"YOUR WIDE-AWAKE BANK" 
VALLEY FARMS O FF ICE 

HOURS 
MON- FRI 7,00AM-7,00PM 

SAT. 9,00AM- 6,00PM 

CL INTON 
NATIONAL 

II' 

YOU ARE CORDI All Y INVITED TO 

THE 

CITY OF DEWITT 
------ A VJ,;Rt N i:ce: PLACE; TO r,!VE ---·--

CHURCHES ••• , .Several churc:hos of vartous F"aiths 
arici ilonoorlnut1.ons to moot; your needs. 

SCHOOf.S ••• , •• A eo,~plete, wo1L planned and balancerl., 
school system to moet. yo11r chl.ldren~ 
ed11cati.onal re911l rernents through tho 
12th Grade. 

D1tWl.tt High School i,i ac<lre<lltted by 
tho North Central A.ssne1.at1.on <>f 
Schoo ls and co l..Leges and by tho 
Untversity of Michigan. 

OeWl.t.t Mlc!dlo School ls one of only 
:;Ix Midrlle Schools In tho State o I' 
Mlchl.gan to recelve s11ch o credit, 

DeWitt. Schools \/Ot'O t.ho first, Class C: 
Syn torn l.n Ml ch lgari, l.ri over JO years, 
to b,, acored1 tted. 

BUSLNr~'>Sr;.s, •• tou will ho .:,ssured of that personal 
Homo Town snrv1Ct!, 

C:o~c l.\.vo 11nd !{row with us, You wlll 1 lke our Park• 
"" r boautifl1l l,ook1 ng U lasr, ll1vor l'.hat. run,i throu1rh 
tho corit,or of our- City and our ilome Town Ptt.itnde, 

DeWitt, Michip:an - A Sonslhly PJ,.111111<1 Comnunlty 


