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THE EARLIEST PIONEERS AND 
CIRC tJlT RIDERS 

Mrs. Joseph Tu.ma 

During the earliest part of the 19th Century, the 
Methodist Ii.Ee o! the vicinity o! DeWitt was but a 
part of the great pioneer field in the 11reat pioneP.r 
Territory of Michigan, The first Methodist Mis­
sionary was sent to Detroit, tlu:n the capital, to 
hold religious services in the cabins of the villagers 
scarce thirty years be!ore he wai- i-ent here. The 
first log church waA built there less than twenty 
years before religious services were held in the 
log cabini; here. 

Migration was moving westward. In this 
Territory it was due, largely, to three ci:rcu.mistances, 
namely: a better knowledee of the topo.ctraphy of the 
country furnished by surveyors a.nd explorers; the 
use of steamboats on the Great Lakes: and the open­
ing oi the Erie Canal. This last projet't was ac­
complished through the efforts of DeWitt Clinton, 
then Governor of New Yo1k. It was in ltis honor that 
our county was named "Clinton'' and our township 
and village "DeWitt" . 

The earliest pioneer of our community was 
Captain David Scott and his family, who settled here 
in 1833. With the consent o{ the Indians hi.s family 
lived in one of their wigwam's until his log cabin 
was built. From then on, men and their families, 
in oxc-arts and covered wagons, slowly forded 
streams and rivers and treked through swamps 
and dense woods. They put their trust in God's pro­
tection. ,v-ith faith in this wil d wooded Land, they had 
courage enough to endure its struggles and hardships. 
After they had built their log ca.bins they realized 
that thct;e were their only pl.aces of worship. 

Methodism endeavored to keep pace with these 
new settlements. In 1836, the same year in which 
our State Government wfts organized and the ~ 



Constitution. framed and ratified by the Legislature, 
the fi.rst Methodist Conference was created in , 
l\,Jkhigan. F .nor to this, the T crritory had been but 
a pal't (:l( th"' New York Genesee Conference. 

Reverend 1::lijah Pilcher, a man o:( lceen insight. 
and unusual ability was the :first Presiding £Ider. 
In attending the- Quartt:rly meeUngs of hi& Gra.nd 
Rapidi; Circuit, he found tli1tt most o{ the settleJ's 
were located along the Ci-rand River. To the North 
and East to Saginaw, t.be Territory was covered 
witb dense forests. In these great woods, here and 
there, were found llmatl clearings and t~e log cabins 
o! the pioneers. These homea were frequently lo­
catl;!d by the rinRs of smoke which arose from the 
c h:unneys .t.nd formed light clouds above the trees, 

H. was to these early settlers \hat the first saddle 
l>ack preacher, Reverend lsaae Bennet, came in 18l6, 
\V-ith Bible and tracts in his knapsack and (lnd axe 
with which to bl.au hi,; t,-ail, he came as A welcome 
guest to the lonely pioneers. Jt was to him they 
turned for words o( comfort and i.pirHual guidAnce. 
Dining that year he organized l~e fust Methodist 
Class of DeWitt. The ea.rliestnic-mbers o( thiii 
class weTe, namely: John and P&.melie. Gonld, Ai;a 
and Mary Parker, Sarah Ooodr1ch, Judge HiTam 
Wilcox, Samuel Srnith, and Lewis and L11elnda 
Coburn. 

The_ next year, Reverend Bennet, with tbe heir 
o! Reverend Washington Jackson of Wayne, rni.nls­
tcr-cd to this class a!'ld wenl!urther into the IorestlS, 
meeting the settle rs and hold1ng servkes in the 
homes. They -r<!JOicea wl').en theTe were enough new­
comers to c reate a class. Among the,se new classes 
was that of Rochester Colony. lt consisted <lf a group 
of sixteen {amilie!I, who, together had come from 
New York Stat.e and had 1>ettled in the north part oi 
the Count y on the present site o-! 011plain. This colony 
later became. DeWitt's "-r"ival class. 

The c il',;:uit .rider cndure.d the same hardshlpg of 
pioneering as did Lhe settlP.-r-a. TTaveling by foot o-r 



on ho_rseba t1 k was slow and difficult because of path­
less forests and marshy lands. StreaTI1s and rivers 
rrmst be crossed also. I£ caught in a rain. he often 
would need to stop at a c !earing, build a lire to dry 
his clothes and to warm his chilled body. Jf he 
rea.c.hed a cabin by nightfall, be would be weko=e 
to the best it a££ordcd, even thongll it miglrt be a 
board to sleep on, or the ground !loor al the hmnble 
home to be sha,.ed by his host. 1! he wei-e not tbat 
fortunate, he wowd tether his horse nearby; and 
rolling up in his blanket and listening to the howl of 
the wolf or the snarl o! the bQb cat in the woods, he 
would finally !ind re st and sleep on Mothe:r Earth. 

1'HE MAPU::TON CIRCUIT . 
ln 1839 , Reverend Pilcher sent Reverend Zebulon 

Brown, a man o1 lt.een business ability, and Reverend 
Levi #a:rriner ,. a kindly earnest Evangelist, to con­
tirl\le and to extend the labor of thfil" f irst circuit 
preac:-.hers . t..yons, a newly formed c i.rcuit was their 
hee.dq~Tter.a. To cover the enti-re c:1rou.it it was 
necessary to travel mc,re tlla11 three hundl'ed miles. 
However, they -fell reeornpensed and their he.,rts 
were R'~dened to find a goodly number of c l a5ses 
organized by the other missjon~rie-s. With hi.s 
warm :t-ncl earnest mcsr:!age, Reverend Warriner 
helped many of his li:!'!teners to become Cbristia.ns. 
This strengthened the cla. !i.5P.S ot the entire cir cuit. 
DeWitt and .Rochester Glas,aes were the largest and 
stronges t. 

It was decided, in l841, to c reate a new ei-rcuit 
to be known o..s the "Ma_pleto11 Circuit". It included 
mo&t of Clinton and part of Shiawassee 11nd Jngharn 
Counties. Jtochester Colony was the headquarters. 
Here the first Qua.rter-ly Conference wa,- held under 
the leadership of the Presiding j;:lde-r, Reverend 
Pilcher. Reverend Levi W&rriner was appointed 
pastoT in charge o! the entire territory. Each year 
four QuaTterh Conferences were to be held, each 
at a dilf'erent class. Th .. members .eager-ly looked 



all . --
forward to these meetings which alwaya lasted one, 
U »ot two, days. Camp meetings also were iook-ed 
forward to with great pleasure. The first one re­
corded was held in Victor Township r,ear Daniel 
Blood's home, June 1345. 

The Quarterly Conference was composed of mem• 
bers of llLe va:rious classes. The DeWitt members 
we:re Samuel Srn.ith, Judge Hiram Wilcox and Lewi5 
Coburn. Samuel Sm.ith waa one oi the !irst c lass 
)eade_rs of the Qua.rle,-ly Conference a.nd rudge 
W i!cox. one of it5 first examiners. A~ eac.h meeting 
the rnember5 were questioned conce_rning the sutus 
of theh Christ ian lives and were admol'lished to live 
according to the highest ideals Qf the New Testament. 
One question was; Do you have daily Scripture l'l!!ad­
ing and p-raycrs i.n your home? Another, J-lave you 
slgned the total abstinence pledge i Ha member 
did not sign this temper&ttce pledge, he was con­
-~ideTed unworthy to be a representative al his cla1,s, 
By this Conference, Lewis Coburn was made a local 
elder l.n 1842. 11-nd was licensed to preach. He con­
d=ted the Sabbath Services ol his Pe Witt Class the 
g:reater part or the time, as the Circuit Minister W&& 
unable to meet ea.ch class more than on1:e D month, 
and often not moTe than once. in three months. Be­
sides farming and servlrig his own class, he £re­
quently went out to help organize other e!asses, and 
also led them. 

Tbc Lirst parsonage on the Mapleton Circuit was 
built at Rochester Colony in 1844 so that tne pastor 
migbt -reside on the circuit with hii; fam.ily. Within 
two years the settlrment of the territory increased 
so tbai two ministei-s were neede,;:I. 1t was decided 
to have a second parsonage, built in the South J)llrt 
of the circuit. D-eW itt was cl\osen as the most &uit­
ablc site and the house was erected in 184-6 durin.g 
tll.e pastorate of S. 0. Bessey and his assist!\nt, Seth 
Reed. lt was a £r~me building, loeate d just east oi 
tbe present Masonk Hall. In all pr obability that 
parsonage was built of lumber sawed by .rudge 
Wilcox, as h e was the £ir st settle:r of DeWitt to own 
a sa.wmlll. 



11!1. 
A new District, Gr~d Rivet', was created in 

Septernb~r 1847 at the An.nual Conference. Reverend 
James Shaw was appointed Presiding Elder. He fixed 
his residence at Lansing and included it in the 
Mapleton Circuit. Straniie as ii may o;een1, Lansing'. 
then was a dense fol'est and had no existence, even · 
in name, be!ore the spring oJ 184 7, when the State 
Legislature voted and fixed so wild a place for- th<!: 
Capital a! the State. True, it had a few scalte:red 
inhabitants. To these people, Reverend Francis 
Blades, pastor ot DeWitt was sent in September, 
1847, to hold a meeting. l.ial'lsing was then made 
Into a station. The following Spring, Reverend !Hades 
and Lewis Coburn were sent to Lansing to hold the 
QuarteTly Conference at the Capitol. 

The need of a chureh was pTesented. The 
Mapleton Record states: •' • On motion H was adopted 
that there 'be a comrnittee of !ive to estimate the 
amount nec_essary !or the builcilng 0£ a house of 
wori(hip in Lansing. Broll. E . Thompnon, Kelly, 
Wm. Whedon, racob Page. Jas. H. Taylor were 
appointed the committee." From this beginning 
ca-me Central Church. It is a distinctive honor to 
our church t.ha-t its pa11tor and local elder should be 
&I) instrumental in helping to found this bot.ise of 
worship at the CILpitol. 

Frequently we reflect upon the lifte of the eat-ly 
pioneers and meditau upo~ their hardships and 
struggles; but we fail to reali!f.e that each generation 
lives it-s own life in its own suxroundings. Lile , 
then, had its joys I\S well - Hs sorrows, its pleas ­
ures as well as its disappoirrtments, its successes 
as well-as its !ailure1>. For, alter all, true happines.s 
and abundant living come from within the individual, 
notirom without, Crom sharing not alone receiving, 
from mlnlstering to others itnd not being minisfored 
to entirely. 

This spirit is exemplified in the following inci­
dents u; told by Reverend Seth Reed in his book, 
"The Story o! 1.ly Life". ''My second appointmerit 



Uli 
wa& to the: l'lllapleton Circuit ( 1846) with Reverend 
Samuel Bessey in charge.--- It was largely a wild­
ernocss count ry. Olten there were stretches of sev­
eral miles without a house. One day I rode some 
six miles south from DeWitt and came to the home ' 
of a family named 'Page'. Father Page &aid to rne: 
•]f you will stay overnight with us, J will RO to my 
nearest neighbor, two miles from here, and get 
sonu~ bay !or your horse'. l thanked bun but d i1:1ed 
wHh his fatnlly and rode on tl'le next clearing. That 
-man, Page, then lived where the City of I..Ansing 
now stands.•• 

"I was walking, one day, on the Qrand River 
Road and saw, o.ff to my right com1ng toward the 
road, two bears, an old tme and her cu_b. As they 
~me neal", the view waii obscured by bushes that 
gr~w beside the road so that the bears could not 
see me, neith~r could l see then-, until th~ crowded 
througl, the b1,tshes into the -r-oad whiclt happened to 
be within a Iew feet of where I stood. We both ex­
pressed sur-pi-isc; she by st.anding up on her hind 
legs and opening heT mouth wide, anal by standing 
up on all my legs and opening my E1ye5 wide. We 
we-r-e both inte-r-este(I; I in studying NatuTal History, 
and she, I suppose, in studying Theology. While we 
thus stood gazi:nJI at each other, the you:ng bear ran 
up a tree that stood nea-r- and the old one turned and -.:11.n • 
into the wood.s as though she were dh,gustcd with 
h~r obs,:,tver. Jn a {PW minutes a -man came along, 
walking wiih a c_ane which was also a glln, whh ii he 
~hot the cub which !eU dead on the ground. Sol 
escaped with a thankful hea-rt and a good story to 
tell." 

"A plca.s.an,t year was spent on the MapJeton 
Circuit, though there wa.s no great revivaL Some 
oft-he most genulne and lovely Christians ol all my 
acquaintance lived upon that charge. My salary Ior 
the yea.r, including hay, oats, soc ks and n'littens and 
casb a.mounted to $ 59.56." 

Tbe finances of thei;e P.arly claases were: met 
throush the tireless effoTts 0£ the early Christia_n 
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pioneers. They paid not only in money but in pi:-o­
dw;;e, The meager ,;a!ary wa-11 divided into a number 
of pal'ts: quartera.ge, table board, house rent, 
horse feed , and later wood for Iut.-1 when there was 
a parsonage. 

The ftrst financial report registered waR at the 
seco.nd Ouarterly COnfcrem:c held at Rochester 
February U, 1847, Classes c:aUed for Ou.arter: 

l:loc he ster Colony 
Little Pra1rie 
North Riley 
Riley 
DeWitt 
Meri-ihew {Olive) 
A llit'n Smith 
Okemos 
Pinc Lake 

$ 1.37 1/Z 
L3S 
Z.31 
1.80 
6.40 
4 .50 

.50 

.30 
1.00 

The Cina.nee~ w these classes varied from quar­
ter to quarter and from year t0 year. 

Tl\e next fina.m:ial report a year later, February 
ll, 1848. 

Rochester Colony 
Little Prau-ie 
DeW-itt 
Olive 
Pinc Lake 
Co-nklins 
Allen Smtih 
Victor 
Capital 
Pirolic Collections 

$ 10.53 
1,00 

13. 64 
8.01 
3. 85 

.00 
9,47 
8.3Z 
5.0-0 
4.75 

List of the Mapleton Circuit Ridere. ai; tll-~en fr0m 
tbe Sec:.rctary's Record of the Mapleton Ch·eu,t 
IH?ginninA wii.h t.he f'.irst Quarterly Con.fe_rence 
November 14, 1840 a11d conlinuing until D~Witt was 
mate into a ~epatatc Circuit. 



1840 - Levi Warriner 
1841 - Washi.ngl:on .Taelc;son 
164l - W. E. Bigelow 

Assistant F, W. Cowles 
1843 - S. C . WoodaT"d 

A e:.sistant Nathan Mount 
1844-S - G. F. l:lemmmgway 

H. 1-laU 
1846 - S. 0. BesEoey 

Seth Reed 
1847 - (S. 0. Bes-5ey until November 

(0rdn Wh~tmore 
F-rancis A. Blades 

1848 - George Hoag 
Francis Glass 

1849 - \If, Benson 
Wm. McKnight 

1850 - .Noah Fas$ett 
Eli Westlake 

DeWITT A SEPARATE CIRCU1T 

AJtc,,r t he fourth Omn·terly Conference Repnrt ol 
the Mapleton Circuit, Jul}' 1851, no further mention 
is made either c[ the DeWitt Class or of any of the 
dasscs o! R..iley. Ohve and Victor l'<n\11'1S.hips.. Huw­
ever, during the Annual Conference ir, September o( 
the same year, Rev,.1'en~ J. Boynton was assigned tt1 
the DcW Ht C ha"t"gc. He also served Lour other 
classes. These pr,;ibably were NoYth Riley, Riley, 
Olive and a Victor C lass , In the Conference 
Mlm1tes (18Sl - 2.) DeWitt is listed as 11;,.ving 150 
members, 5 S,mday Schools, 58 teacheri; and officers, 
11:10 scholari. and 4 80 volurnei, of books in their 
Ubra.ri<."s. 

For th<> next few years one pastor was able to 
ride the Circuit, se:rvts incoming settlers, and supply 
thl· m::ed:; of his Cla;;~es. ln 1855 iL was decided 1hat 
for the Rood of the circuit t.wo pilstors were Ps.sential 
and so, for the next ten year,;, wuh the h<.-lp o( ao 
assistant, the bord<~rs of the Ci rcu.it were c>xtended 



and more classes developed. Agai.n in 1865 further 
divisions were made and DeWitt w11,s once more 
given one pastor who could devote mo..-e time to the 
parish. Up to thh; thne all sel"vices were held either 
in thl! school-house or in the homes of the members. 
A House of Worship was needed and the people 
wanted to build a church home . Money was -sub­
scribed and in 1866, dudng the j>astoratt: of 
Reverend Willfarn 1enltc.ins, our lirst c hU?"ch, a frame 
building, was erected on the same site as the pre­
sent one. 

Form.any, many ye~l'S DeWitt had at least two 
other appointmt-nts . Prior to f878 the circuit em­
braced DeWitt, South R.Uey, the Grove scho<>lhouse 
In Victor and a pin·t of Olive, In that Autwnn it was 
c hanged to embrace Rath Station No. l a.ru::I South 
Riley. ·rhe next year it was again changed and 
included W'acousta, Jason, South Riley and 
Cunnieonvillc. In 1881 Delta Milb wais added in 
place of South Riley. The Circuit was again 
changed in 1888 and DeWitt included the appoint­
ments of Olive an~ Gunnisonville. This CucuU 
rem-ained the same for quite a number of ye-a.rs . 
Some oi these Circuits have become station!!, some 
have been discontinued and some have united with 
othet- denominations. 

In th.e fall of 189S Reverend Fred L. Niles wus 
sent to DeWitt, ln an old Historical Record he 
wrote the following rcp,nt. "l found tlu~- Society 
of DeWitt g-reatly in ne4<!d o( a New Church and 
parsonage. After working up the matte:r for several 
weelc6, I called t.hc Tl'ui;tees of the DeWitt 11,1:ethodist 
Church together ancl laid the matter of a new c hurch 
be!ore thei:n. Every trustee votecl to build a new 
c hurch. The names of the trustees at that time we-re 
5. M. C0-0k, S. E. Scott, M . D. Clary. A-. P. Forward, 
Heber Hill, Orton Drake and Chas. Moon. St.eps 
were immediately ta.11:en to build. Plans and specifi­
c ations were secured from the Church Extensfon 
Society, the g-round broken, and cont,ract let--. The 
building o! tht" church progre5Scd finely and along 



the first of September the new church was dedicated 
by Reverend #ashing-ton GardneT , hee from debt." • 
This church wa!. a brick church, erected on the same 
5ite as was the frame church which was i;c,l<l and 
moved a bl0c k east find is n0w used as the home of 
the modern Woodma'I'\ Lodge. During the p.i.~torate cf 
Reverend Niles, both South Olive and Gunniaonville 
p.a5d the full indebtedness on their church buildings. 

Five years late-r Reve,.end S . .B. Fo%d was 
assisned to DeWitt. While he was here, lots were 
purchased and th!? present pa.TSQnage was erected , 
This building is esper:lally well arranged to meet 
the need& of a pi!lstor and Ills IarnHy. After lhe new 
parsonage wa.s finished, the old one was &till i-e­
ta.ined by the c?iurch wid v,'a,s rented untH later, 
when it was df>i;troyed by Hrc. 

The membeT12hip of. the c:.hurch bad been making 
a allteady Rrowth until 1927 when this houi;c of wor­
ship, scarce thirty-two years old, was destroyed by 
fh-e lrorn an over heated fuTn&ce. At oncetheBaptist 
people opened their dool's to the churchl<1is:<i tnetnbc:rs 
and estal;:iJ4bed tbei:r c_hurch into a community place 
of woTship. A goodly nuniber gf the Methodist 01-em­
bc.rs united wilb this c.hurch, HoweveT, l:here were 
some who _preferred to :remain wlLb Lheir own 
Methodist organization. They continued to hold their 
Sabbath tscTvic"''- in the study 0! the parsonage with 
their Methodist pastor, aeverend Mi lford l3owen. 

In 1930 a!ter a c onference with the Bishop and 
Pistrkt Superintendent Reverend H\\ll'h Kennedy, it 
wa.s decided to 1"ebuild the chuTch on the sa.me site. 
It was to be of briclc wi111 a full basement, Wi tl1 the 
help 0£ the in5\1Tlince o£ the destroyed building it 
was fi.rulnr:cd , erec ted find finished i11 the eai-ly fall 
of. 193 l. The cost of the bnildjng W-dS $1,000. 00. 
The last $ 5OO.OO wa.s to be raised the morfiing of 
Dedication, October ( 1931). Jt wa~ over subscTibed 
and $600.00 was raised .. This hous'! o ( worship wa.s 
then dedicated by Bishop Nicholson, assisted by the 
District SupeTintendent Clark S. Wheeler. The 



ere~ting of-this Methodist Chu..-ch home, by a. 
minority membership, during a great depression 
in ou-r Country, is truly an expression ot fa-ith end 
o! undaunled co,nRge. 

With the assignment oI Reverend t". Schanzlin 
to this charge th(!! church began to make a slow but 
steady growth, Emm.anu.aJ Metbodist Church was 
m3de a ,;econd appointment and continued with 
DeWitt. until it was destroyed by fire several year& 
ll!{O. At-that time quite a number of their members 
were affi l iated with our church, 

R.Pcently the building was :redecorated throughout 
and an oil furn<1cc was installed wilho~t incurring 
indebtedne"I~. 

A new f-urna.ce has been installed in ihe 11arson­
agc . 

The pre8cnL year Is matked by a continued 
growth 0£ t.he Church Scbool, an increa.se in the 
numbers attendinR the Sabbath Services and the 
organization and growth of the Methodifi.t Youth­
Fellowship. 



Names of the Ministers of Lhe DeWitl l',fetbodist 
Chu.rch Crom 1851 to the present time. 

1851--J. Boynion 
185l..'.....S. ]. SuUon 
1853--Alfrcd A . Dunton 
1855--E. O, Young 
1856--E. D . 'Young 

J. F. Hill 
1857--J. F. Hill 

J . f'owlel' 
1858-..Ahnond Gore 

Hen-ry P. Barker 
1859--A. L. C rit.Andon 

C. B . Rolb:roke 
18b0-- Wm. Stafford 

F . J. Freeman 
1861--Wt:n. Stafford 
J862--Char les C hick 
1863--Charlcs Cruck 

.Li. M. Glll"lick 
1864 --A. L . Hoag 

James Roberts 
1865--James Robeds 
1866--Wm. F. Jenkins 
1867--E . Wilkcn&On 
l868 - -Th0tnas Clark 
1869--Henry D. Iordan 
l870--F. r. FTeeman 
187l--J. R . Chadwell 
1873--Wm. SwiI-t 
1876--J . Gulick 
1878--W. R. McEwinQ 
1881--C . R. Sheer 
188:/.--0. H. Perry 
1884--Thomas Riley 
1885--Wm. Taylo r 
1886--W , H. Thompson 
1887--J ames ltob<'rb 
1888--Wm Taylor 
1889--D. W. Ward 
1891--Thurna!. Young 
1893 - --A, W . Burnes 



1895--Fred L. Niles 
1898--J. W. Buell 
1900--S. B. Ford 
1903--0. W. Simmons 
1906--.1. W. fl~ywara 
1908--George T . .Fi11h.er 
1914--F. H. Wrlght 
l 9 t8--Carl Seipp 
19ll--H. R. Sh·t;mg 
192.S-W. C. Coleman 
19?7--MJlford Bowen 
193l--F. SchAnzlin 
1938--Ralph Ba.tea 
19-40--L. E. Price 
1945--E. E. Carpenter 
1948--H. M. Swan 
1 /1S0--1 osepn Tuma 

'IS,;J - IJ,r. IV:Lir: 
,-r,~" P.1ch1,v' ,., 8.,1, kc,,.. 
/7,/. l7nv-- Kee-,-,~ 
/7~ >- -0/1...rrc,1,. l>.f'?e.A r 
I ?t:.t - (.I. t!"~,-,,t!s-r Co-iifJ1:.-~,~c.l(' 





THE PAS'rOR 

.R.f'!vercnd Joseph Tum~. £ormerly of Nebra5ka 
and of pioneer parcnt.1\.ge, was converted aL the age 
of Sll(teen.. After 1"Ccciving oh; A.13. Oeg:r !!'e rrom 
Ncbrii\ska Wt."slcyan University in 1910, he attended 
Boston Un1v~rsity School of TheolORY from which 
he wo11 graduated 1910 with a Oegrec in Sacred 
Theology. 

He then united With the Nebraska ConferPni:e 
where be i.ervetl for eight years. In 19HI he went 
into the World v.rar 1 Y .M,C .A. work.. Returning 
home, he, with hie; !amily, went to Boston. At the 
University in Bos.tori, he continued graduate work 
l.n Philos.ophy and New Testament. Du.rang this 
time, as pastor,· he served the First C ongrega. tiona t 
Chn.- r h. at Norton , Massachu.~etts, the: home CJ£ 
Wheaton College. While i.n Boston he received his 
A.M. Degree and complctL-d all resident work for 
his Ph. n. 

ln LCl21 Reverend Tuma ca.me to Michigan where 
hP. has sine~ se,-ved the Det'roit and Michilj'.tifl Con­

ferences . 

Before being assigned to tht· DeWitt ~harge last 
June he se~ved 1hree years at Th.-ee Oaks, and just 
prior lo that, live yeal' s at Uangc !l. 

11,'[rs. Tuma 1s also of Nebraska. pioneer par .. ntagc 
and toolc ber collegiate training In bot'h Weslcya.n 
and Nebl'aska. Unive t i.ities. 

The Tumas have three sons • C;;.ptaln James of 
the Unites St.'.l.tes Mar-inc C01']')!'1, is a specialist tn 
Radar a.rul is doing research work h1 Chicagl;), Joe, 
Jr. is on the C . J. 0. Sta.{{ in DclroH and Stuart is 
ir, the .Fedci-rd Cmnmunications Departinent in 
Boston, Massachusetts . 
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MEI\iIBER.S 

Arlene Balderson 
}-tP.rbert Bauerle 
Mabel BaueTle 
Ruth Joanne ,Bauerle 
Russell Aenry Bauerle 
Johy Boyd 
Nellie Boyd 
Katherine Courtland 
Howard Courtland 
M,al'tha Helen CollJ'tland 
Wesley C-u.sbu-d 
Zella Custard 
J.ndrew Dalman, Sr. 
Martha Dalman 
Arthur Da.hn1u, 
Waltel' Dalman 
Richard Da.lm11cn 
Robert Dalman 
Andrew Dalman, Jr, 
Aletha Pa!man 
William Dab:nan 
Margaret Dalman 
Shirley Dalman 
Bruce Dalman 
Raymond Davis 
Irene Davis 
Qertrudc Doak 
J&ck Doak 
Robert Doak 
Lloyd Eddy 
Lillie Ecldy 
Virginia Eddy W.igley 
Earl Hendrbt 
Mary Hendrix 
Urwin Hendrix 
Frank H..nning 
Anna Henning 
R0naJd He:nning 
John Hennin!l 
Adcliog Henning 
Henr-y Hepfer 



Bertha Hepitcr 
Earl K\aver 
Esther .Klave. 
Edward f<l3v<:'1" 
Clara Klaver 
Harold l<.l3ver 
Charles Klavt'r 
Mabel KlaveT 
LaV1:rne K13ver 
Margaret Krum:m Smith 
C.srol Krunun 
WP.n(iell Krumm 
Albert .L.teuke 
Kate Lietzke 
Frank Lietzke 
Hel'TTla.n Lietzke 
Em.ma Lietzl(e 
l..este:r Lietzke 
Lucile Lieb.ke 
Lo-ren Lietzke 
Mary Lietz.ke 
Richard Lietzke 
Oswald Lietzke 
MargaTet Lietzke 
John L11:tzke 
William Lietzke 
Gertrude Lietzke 
Ray l\'lagsig 
Flore_nce Magsig 
Harry Moon 
Virgil Mc Ginnis 
Mary F-ete r son 
Barb.sra Tai:bcrt Pcltk·ic 
R RY E' ri('e 
Clara Price 
Eldon P-.-i,;('I 
Chester Raby 
Ruth Raby 
Tillie .H.,11by 
Harlan Rab}' 
Lorna Raby 
Henry Ral>y 
l..ynwood Raby 



Bl 

Edmund R.aby 
Julia Sargent 
Emma Scott 
E rne<1t Sha.f'ley 
Margaret Sbafiey 
Charlene Sh.a.Hey 
Leonard Shafley 
Paul Shafley 
Blanche Shailey 
Roy Shatley 
Carl Strahle 
Esthe.,. Steppey 
C lernent Frank Stewart 
Eileen Stewart 
t-!owa.rd Sweet. 
Helen Swert Godoshian 
MargaTet Swe~1 
Kathleen Sweet 
EstheT Sweet 
.Adah Wood Tuma 
Katie Trumble 
CliffoTd Vob 
Elinor-a Volz 
John Volz 
Victor Volz 
Julia Vol:,. 





1'HE: CHURCH FINANCES 

The response that every Christian makes from 
Sunday t o Sunday by attendance upOn the wort.hip 
services of his c hureh a?ld by 3, generous sacTi!icilll 
of!ering unto the Lord will determine in la"t"Re 
measut"e the advanee c>f Christ's Kingd0m_. 

To be sure that there will b-e system, order. and 
method 1n the discharge of our stewardship practices, 
t.he consistent use by chul'ch members or the weekly 
Church ,')f!ering envelope made availJ.ble tc> us by 
our Methodist Publishing house is, beyond any de­
bate, a desil'able first step tow&nl ~chie-ving 8 

1;1uccessful stewardship progr:un. The systematic 
use of weekly offering 1mevelopes wiU be helpful 
to your chllrcb c>ilicers in keeping their records 
and enablinR them to meet the various obligations 
of the c.hurch as they become due. 

Make yoUJ' checks to Mr, Chester Ra.by, Chur,::h 
Trcaisurcr, and give yo\lT envelopes to Lurcn 
Lietzke, Fmancia.l Secretary, or better ,; till a ttend 
church service ~nd drop tht"m 1n the offering pl.ate 
a.<i pllTt of yOUT worship. 'Che treasurer of bene­
volences i& Mr. Ernest 1'ha£1ey. 

The budget £0-r the church yeat- b-eginning June 
1 1 1950 and ending May 3l, l951 is heTewith pre­
sented for your information. 

,$lZOD.00 PASTOR'S SALARY 
(Set by Quarterly Con!e-rence)' 

2.0D.00 Ca,r and Ti:-avcling Expense (Fol' pastor) 
62.00 DLST.RJCT SUPERINTENDENT 

{i!'% of past ors cai;b salary plus a prc­
dctcTrninecl amount per m<.·mbcr} 

31l.50 8f.>15COPAL F{;l\'0 
( l 3/41, o( pastors cash salary. For 
support of ou-i- Bishop) 

184 00 CONF"fi:R ENCE CLAIMANTS 
(Ou.r retired niin,st;;>rs. 5?. of pastor's 
ca'-lh salary plus 65 cent!. pt>r member) 



- ■ II 

$ 33. 00 MINIMUM SALARY FUND 
(Helps to pay underpaid m.inlsters in our 
conference. 1. L/2,"f. 0£ pastors ca5h 
salary. Our pastor also pays I l/2"!.. 

4 9.00 Admjnist-rat:ion F'und 
(To help pay for conference expenses) 

17.00 MovinR Expense 1-' und 
(To move pastors to a new charge) 

7.00 DISTR ICT PAllSONAGI?: 
(Fol' district superintendent) 

4.00 OJSTR IC'r EMEROENC~ FUND 
2.00 BOARD OF LAY ACTIVITIES 

l.3.00 RALLY DAY 
14.6!j ADVANCE FOR CHRlST 
10.00 METHODIST YOUTH FUND 
13.75 WEEK OF DEDICATION 

319.00 GENE~Al., BENEVOl..ENCES AND WOR.LD 
SERVICE (68o/o ls £or world !H~rvic e which 
includes foreiRn missions. 32~ is {~x 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE BENEVOLENCES 
which includes Michigan_ Christian 
Ad voe "-te, M:ethodl"'t C WJd rell' 5 Village, 
Clark Memo.rial Home , Bronson Mctho<iist 
Ho5pital, Boa.rd of Education and Colleges. 
Board of Mis11ic>n11, Pastors. S.-:hool, and 
Commission on Evangelism) . 

180,00 JANITOR'S SALARY 
180, 00 FUEL (estimate) 
45.00 ELECTRICITY (estimate) 

132,00 INSURANC E 
40.00 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

b00.0D PROPERTY 1MPROVEMENT5 
(new {urnAc~ for par!.oru1.g1,) 

45,00 CHUR,.CH SUPPLIES 
25.00 MlSCELLANEOUS 





MR. JOHN HENNING 
Sunday School Superin,tendent 





SENIOR CHOIR 



The Sunday School is an impoTtant -part o! the 
church as it helps all-a.ges to set a better lcnowledse, 
of. the Bible and ada"t the Christian Standards £or 
peri;onal and social living whic.h is veTy essential 
to make a. better world. We have cluses foT all 
ages. The highei,t attenda.nce was 118 and the lowe!lt 
attendance was 4-4. The average is 72. 

I ohn HennJl'\l! 
Superintendent 
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Our Primary Dep;Lrtment of the Sum::lay School 
hai. a total enrollme0t o! 47 with an llverage a1.lt"nd- ' 
a.nee o£ 33. Our depe..rtment is divided lnto 4 
classes. 

We ~ve S ln C>\U' nursery class of up and mch1d­
il'lg 3 year olds . We have happy times in our nursery 
c lass learning to live and play together as Jesus 
would have us to do, sharing an(! l,_elping eac_h other. 

C buck Stewart 
Betty Jo Alford 
Melody Lyon 

1immy Dalman 
.Billy Johnson 

We have 14 enrolled in our Kindergarten c lass, 
of four and five year Olds. Here by meao& of pic­
ture, stor-y, songs ancl acUvity suitable to their ages 
we teach livine togeth.er a& Christians. 

Rosalyn Bauerle 
Mary Ann Gingrich 
Duane Dalman 
Nancy Gingrich 
Dla.oc Holland 
Dicltie Volz 
Kay Drew 

Alan Liet,..,ke 
Brenda Alford 
Stephen Lietzke 
Oanb.y McConnell 
Dennis M,,:yes 
Tommy Brown 
Judy Holland 

There are 15 en:rolled in our Primary cla.ss of 
o, 7, 11-nd a yea.r old&. He1'e our aim is to teach the 
children more of God •s 1<:tve and laws and how to 
apply the teachings 0£ the Bible t.o our everyday 
li{e. 

Vickie Mayes 
Bruc-e King 
Jon Ei:!dy 
John S tl.l.l'gis 
J'immy Lyon 

Karen Snyder 
Lyle Dr-ew 
Mary Jean Rule 
Leanne Sturgis­
Gai-y Dabnan 



Gordon Gingrich 
1anice Dalman 
Sandra Jh.ldi:rson 

Roberta Ba.uerle­
Judy Brown 

We bJ!lve 13 enrolled ln our 1unior C1as11 of q, IO 
and 11 year olds _ We try tc> have the child make a 
decision to !ol1ow Jesui. Christ and uni~ with the 
cbu.rc;h by the tirne he ii. ready to leave this das11. 

B-.-uce Dalman 
Nannette J l!an Mulle.n 
Den-nis Kil\g 
Vandra DTew 
George Qule 

Gordon KinR 
Nancy Vermillion 

David Lietzke 
Gary Lee Me-Call 
Susan !3uys 
Kay McConnell 
Ruth R..aby 
Marilyn t..iet1tke 

Each Sunday we gather together Ior a Ume of 
worship in song, prayer and story. We also take 
our o!feri:ng at this Um.e. 

We have the "Cross and Crown" pin syatem !or 
attendance. Two Sundays absent al'e allowed. and 
times ot sic~es-s are excused. We have 8 enrolled 
who have a ttended 2 years and have received their 
pin and Wl"eath • 

.Rosalyn Bauerle 
BTUCe Dalman 
Marllyn Lietzke 
Stephen Lietzke 

Alan Lietzke 
Gary Dalman 
David Lietzke 
P.uth 9.aby 

So £ar this year there are quite a few enrolled 
with perfe.ct att.eo-dence in hope of :receiving a_ pin 
next 1 anl.l<I r y. 

We have our promQtion exercises eachRally 
Day, the first Sunday in Octobel' . Ea.ch summer we 
look forward to 2 weeks ~r Daily Vacation Bi.b!e 
Schoc:,l. 

Mrs. Mary Lietzke 
Superintendent 
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THE WOMAN'S SOCIETY OF C HRISTIAN SEI\VICE 

Eva Cole 
Kate Courtland 
Irene De.vis 
Gertrude Doak 
Lillie Eddy 
Margaret Goodrich 
Rose Goodrich 
Mary Hendrix 
Addie Henning 
Anna H~nlng 
C laTa Klavel'" 
Mabel Klaver 
Emma Lietzke_ 
Gertrude .Lietzke 
Lueile t..ietzke 

Margaret L,ietzke 
Mary Lietzke 
Kate Lietzke 
Florence Ma.gsig 
Pearl Park~ 
Clara Price 
Lorna Raby 
Tillie;, Raby 
Marl~n R itter 
Blanehe ShaCley 
Margaret Shafley 
Mar aaret Sweet 
Adah Tuma 
Lucile \Vard 
M yr-tl.e Ward 

W.S.C.S. OBSERVES LOTR ANNIVERSARY 
lN DE WITT 

The 10th anniversary of the DeWitt W .S.C .S. WAS 

held at the Methodil5t Church Thursday, Cktober 26, 
l 950. Wotnen Irorn the P -·rice Church in Clinton 
county were sucsts . 

The program -included devotion5 by J\,lrs. BlanchP. 
Sha£1ey and study progr.t.m on the health Of the 
nations by 1\,lrs. Tuma. 

Two guest speake r s from the Central Melhodi11t 
Church in Lansi~g were then int -roduced by Mn;.. 
-8.ay Magsig, the president, Miss Cl\stle spok.:, on 
the Near Ea.st and the Moslems. Mrs, Cha,- le'> 
Millar spake on I.he work of the Missionary Education 
Oepa-rtmi:nt of Cen~ral Methodist Church of whieh 
she is chrt.irman. 

Two Une .s dee ti on s, " Lis ten to I.he Lambs ' ' by 
H11r:ris and ··Prayer Perfect· • by Ods were rendel'ed 
by the high school girls• sextette, 1\,1any thanks arc 
extended to the girl!; as wt>ll a-"< thr spcalccrs for 
participating in the program, 

Refreshments were sci,ved in the clrnrch dinin!,l 
.room. 



WESLEY AN SERVICE 1GUJI,D 

C ,oral Lyon 
Mar,guerite Dalman 
Marian Courtney 
Mina Christensen 
Mary Mullen· 
Mary Lietz'ke 
Arlene Balderson 
Aletha Dalman 
Nao111i Mayes 
Eileen St,ewart 
Grace Sturgis 
Esther Kl,aver 
Jean Johnson 
Julia Volz 
Donna Balderson 
Edna Felzke 
Cassey Dick 



Ondel' the earnest a;nd coni;li;tent lead err ship t:Jf 
"Bill" Forbes the M . Y . F . was :reorganized l~t 
Scptembel'. 'they have bee:n most ac-tiv;> caTrying 
out projects not only for the benefit of the churcn 
but have extended their influence beyond the limit$ 
of the community. 

To "Billy" and his loyal lollowers bclong11 ttie 
irlPa. of starting the monthly Singspiratiol'\ Services. 
These meetings. include !our otheT 11,1ethodist 
Churches besides DeWitt, namely: Bath, South 
Bath, Emmanuel and Gwic,isonviUe. 
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Reverend Swan divided ~ members o{ our 
churcq into five tribes. Ea.ch tribe had leaders 
·and assistant le3del'6. A family night was held 
eveTy month with one of the tribes being re$p0n­
sib.le for the program each time. 

The Tba.nl<i.gi-ving se-r-vice was held in our church 
this year wUh Reverend Bretz ol tb2 C omrnunity 
Church as speaker. The.service was held on Thanks­
giving morning at 10:00 with music by the choirs of 
our church and the Community Church.. 

The .fourth Sunday o! every month is mis.a±onary 
Sunday in our church school. There is special 
ff\usic furnished also a missionary talk by a mernber. 

We have Laym.a.n Sunday once du't'ing the year. 
Easter Sunday found a very i;:ood attendance at 

our church. 
A '°Parcel Po$t Sale" was held in the church 

basement March 2nd, We made very well at this 
and everyone seemed to enjoy i t. 

The Daily Vacation .Bible School wai; held this 
year with U1e Community people at their churc;h with 
a .Large enrollment. 

A ''Come a.s you a.re Bl"eakfal'lt'' ·was served by 
the ladies in the chui-cb bas~m.ent. There was a 
veTy good attendance, 

The W.S.C.S. meet the fo\lrtb Thursday DI each 
month with Mrs, Florence Magsag as p.reside-nt. 

The young ladies have also orga.ni.zed a circle 
of their own, ll being more con-venient £or the.m tQ 

get away in the evening. 
Good Friday union services were held with a 

Ce.ft> ilttendance, 
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FAMILY WEEK 

• 



Gilprisl ~ 

JENNY ANN VANCE 

KENT 1C OUR T LAND1 



MIRIAM HELEN SODOSLJAN 

• 

SANDRA CUSTARD 



Best Wishes To The 

Methodist Church of DeWitt 

On Your Mid-Century Program 

Celebrating You::r 100th Anniversary 

Compliments 

Of 

FERRIN'S FRIENDLY 
GROCERY 

DeWitt Michigan 

r 



Woodruff Bros. Bank 
A Private Bank 

E stabli.she-d 1904 

C heck.ing Ace aunts 
Bank Money Orders - Travelers Checks 

Automobile Loans and othe-r Loans 

Pllone 17 

DeWitt Michigan 

Dalman Bros. Hardware1 

Hudware and Farm Supplies 

Phone 86 

DeWitt Michigan 



Compliments of 

L. J. Griswold Co. 

Cays 
Sales 

DeW itt 

Phone 93 

Compliments of 

Trucks 
Service 

Michigan 

Walker Lumber & Coal Company 

Dealer in 
Lumber and Coal, Lime, Cement and Plaster 

Builders ' Hardware and Elect~ical Equipment 

Office Phone 4.2 

DeWitt Michigan 
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HOWE'S GREENHOUSE 

Plants - Flowers For All Occasions 

DeWitt 

Phone- 41-F-12. DeWitt 
On U.S. 2.7 - R. F. D. 2 

Compliments ot: 

Michigan 

REED'S QUALITY STORE 

Phone 118 

De\Vitt Michigan 

DeWITT PHARMACY 

Pure Drugs - Prompt Ser-vice 
P. J. Carris, R. Ph. 

De)'fitt 

DeWitt 

Michigan 

VINCENT FUNERAL HOME 

Courteous - Economical 

Phone l 10-R2 

Michigan 
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BILL BUCK CHEVROLET 

The Most .Beautiful .Buy of All 
William (~ill) Buck 

ZZ93 East Main Street Phone 5 

DeWitt, Michigan 

WARDELL SERVICE STAT ION 

Lenord Gas and Oil 
Firestone Tires and Car Accessories 

New Management - Carl Wardell 
Phone 8 

DeWitt Michigan 

DARNELL'S 5~ to $5.00 STORE 

Shoes - General Merchandise 
.Ball-Band Footwear 

Greeting Cards - We Give Gold Stamps 

De\Vitt Michigan 

THE VILLAGE CAFE 

"We Specialize in Home Cooking" 
Lunches, Short Orders and Dinner 

Proprietor , Charles Denda 
Phone 9104 

De'\Vitt Michigan 
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Compliments a£ 

BOB'S BARBOUR SHOP 

DeWitt Michigan 

Compliments oi 

CULLJGAN SOFTWATER SERVICE 

DeWitt Phone 69 Michigan 

Compliments of 

GLENN HALTERMAN 
BARBER SHOP 

C ompliments of 

LANKFORD VARIETY 
STORE 

WE WISH TO THANK THE ADVERTISERS 

FOR HELPING MAKE THIS 

BOOK POSSlBLE 
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