Here is the list of the books from my last Book Nite: 

THE WAY THE CROW FLIES by ANN-MARIE MACDONALD-I was proud of myself because I found this book before it became a Today Show Book Club book. It tells the story of a Canadian family stationed on an air base close to us, in the London area. It takes the viewpoints of the husband, wife, and daughter. All are very realistic, except for the child. There is a good feel for the conventional attitudes of the late fifties. The idyllic family life is tragically tainted by cold war espionage and the murder of a child.

WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT KEVIN by LIONEL SHRIVER-

This is a difficult book to read. It is written in the form of letters from a wife to a husband who is absent for an undisclosed reason. The family has a son who has taken part in a Columbine-like incident. The writing is lyrical, but I found I had to read the book in segments. It is disturbing, but very insightful.

THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY by ERIK LARSEN-My only non-fiction on the list. Even though most of us have visited buildings (the Chicago Science Museum) from the Chicago 1896 Columbian Exposition, we don't know much about the fair. This book fills you in on the politics, the financial shenanigans, and the construction of the fair. As a contrast to all the positive things happening to Chicago, a diabolical mass murderer is preying on the young women coming to the fair.

THE DIAMOND CONSPIRACY by NICOLAS KUBLICKI-You will never look at your diamond in the same way after you read this suspenseful tale of the diamond industry. Many of the events are reality based.

THINGS MY GIRLFRIEND AND I HAVE ARGUED ABOUT by MIL MILLINGTON-Kind of a Monty Python in print. A college professor is put in charge of a building project. What lurks under the construction area?

THE KINGMAKER by BRIAN HAIG-If you are looking for Washington D. C. suspense, this is the current potboiler.

THE QUALITY OF LIFE REPORT by MEGAN DAUM-A reporter moves to the Midwest to report on the slower life for a New York city magazine. Unfortunately, instead of finding true love, she finds a meth lab.

SPECIAL by BELLA BATHURST-The conflicts among a group of girls in an English boarding schools. The problems are universal, bullying and anorexia.

THE THREE MISS MARGARETS by LOUISE SHAFFER-A tale of three older southern women, secrets, and an important piece of property. 

ALICE IN EXILE by PIERS PAUL READ-Alice, the daughter of liberal English publishers, finds herself pregnant out of wedlock in the early 1900's. To conceal her problem, she becomes a nanny to an aristocratic Russian family. Thus, we get to follow the Russian Revolution and a love story down the years.

PATTERN RECOGNITION by WILLIAM GIBSON-One of the first novels about the loss of the Twin Towers. You will also learn the background of product launches and why some strange things are made available for us to buy.

AMANDA BRIGHT @ HOME by DANIELLE CRITTENDEN-A young mother stays at home, but trys to keep up with life. Her efforts mess up her husband's career in unique ways.

THE RED HAT CLUB by HAYWOOD SMITH-Chick lit for the older set. Its lots of fun, but I do have a problem with the plot line of someone saving six million dollars out of the grocery budget. I guess I must have bought too many steaks.

EVENINGS AT FIVE by GAIL GODWIN-How a woman copes with the loss of a beloved husband. Five o'clock was their cocktail hour and the special time they shared.

THE GURU OF LOVE by SAMRAT UPADHYAY-A real slice of life in India. A gentleman must cope with the dilemma of two women in his life.

YEAR OF WONDERS by GERALDINE BROOKS-This book was inspired by a village which actually isolated itself from its surroundings at the time of the Black Death in England. The characters include a minister and his wife, their servant, the village wise woman, and a typical group of villagers. The difficulties of medieval life and the occurrence of the plague are well portrayed.

A SHORTCUT IN TIME by CHARLES DICKINSON-Strange little paths take members of a family to the past in a small Midwestern town. You can almost guess the ending.

FRAGRANT HARBOR by JOHN LANCASTER-A portrait of the mean side of business in Hong Kong from the thirties to the present day. Some very memorable characters.

MY DEAREST CECELIA by DIANE HAEGER-Maybe I enjoyed this so much because I toured Sherman's family home in Ohio last summer. This is the story of a southern belle who had a relationship with Sherman. Legend has it that Sherman's love for Cecelia was the reason he spared her hometown of Augusta, Georgia, during his march to the sea which burned Atlanta during the Civil War. Although it is a work of fiction, I enjoyed sharing the lives of those who had only been black and white pictures in a museum.

THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA by LAUREN WEISBERGER and SUSHI FOR BEGINNERS by MARIAN KEYES-I put these two books together because they have such a similar plot. The Devil Wears Prada was on the best sellers lists for a long time, but I think Sushi for Beginners is the better book. The Devil Wears Prada is a novel set in the fast paced world of fashion magazine publishing. Sushi for Beginners is about an editor who is sent to bring an Irish publication up to snuff. The characters in this book are real and far more interesting.
