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I am a knitter so that was what attracted me to THE FRIDAY NIGHT KNITTING CLUB by Karen Jacobs.  It could be considered a chick lit novel, but is much better written than most novels of that genre.  The story follows the intertwined lives of the members of a knitting group which meets at Walker and Daughter, an elite yarn shop in Manhattan.  You don’t have to be a knitter to appreciate the references to the color, texture and fashion of knitwear.

Georgia Walker, the owner of Walker and Daughter, is a single mother to twelve year old Dakota.  Her shop is just beginning to provide them with a secure living.  She has two loyal employees; Peri, a handbag designer, and Anita, a lonely widow in her seventies.  The Friday Night Knitting Club begins almost by accident as several loyal and lonely customers start to work on their projects at the shop rather than pursue a regular Friday night social life.  Dakota begins to polish her cooking skills as she provides the group with treats.

Suddenly, two people reappear from Georgia’s past.  Dakota’s father comes back to the United States and wants to become a part of Dakota’s life.  Previously, his only contact had been to send a small amount of money each month.  The most startling reappearance is Cat, Georgia’s old friend from high school.  The two girls had intended to go to college together, but suddenly at the end of summer Cat accepted a different college offer and the two friends never saw each other again.  Georgia felt betrayed by both of these people.  Cat has become a privileged, wealthy woman with many personal demons.  She hires Georgia to design and knit a spectacular, one of a kind knit dress.  Every character in the novel has their own personal drama going on.  This is a novel in which bad things do happen to good people.  The reader is left wishing for a support group of friends like these to help them through anything they may need to face.
Karen Jacobs, the author, has worked in the publishing field in several positions, so I think she has learned many buttons to push to appeal to a range of readers.  First of all, knitting is a hobby which is experiencing resurgence.  Her characters represent many demographics.  She even throws in a knitted scarf pattern and a recipe for muffins at the end of the book.  Smart merchandising.
