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GUNNIBONVILLE-continued
by Alta Gunnison Pierce

I believe my grandfather, Elihu Gunnison
(1803-1877), was the first settler in

what is now called Gunnisonville. He had
come to Dixboro, Washtenaw county From New
Bury, New HampshHire, his birthplace, about
1829. Had married my grandmother, Ruth
Amm Pryer (1815-1895), there at Dixboro,
Mareh 11, 1833, she having come to Michigan
from Alexander, New York in 1831. Some
time in 1835, Grandfather walked to
Kalamazoo where the Land Office was then
situated, and took up twoeighties of land
on Seetion 14, DeWitt township, from the
Goverrment. In the fall of 1835 he came here
and built a shack on the place and in
January 1836 he and grandmother and

Unele Alfred Gunnison, then six months

old, came here to live. About that time
there was talk of a canal being built
acrosg that state, to commence near Mt.
Clemeris (work was really begun on it there)
following the Clinton, Looking Glass, and
Kalamazoo Rivers to Lake Miehigan. Bo
sometime later in 1936 Grandfather took

.up two more eighties Just east of the
Whitney bridge in what is now Vietor
township. He moved and Uncle Jim

Gunnison was born there May 21, 1837.
Grandmother never liked it there, was
homesick and the canal project fell through
so they moved back to Gunnisonville in the
spring of 1839. Then Grandfather built

a log house on the east eighty, almost
across the road Trom where the present
Clements (Browder now) house stands. The
frame house which stood where Mra. Burke
now lives was built in 1856 (burned Nov.
15, 1903) and they moved into it in the
fall of that year. The 1little house to the
Fast was built in 1865 and Uncle Jim and
wife (Celia Southworth) occupied it as
soon as it was built and their daughter
Hallie was born there May 26, 1871.

My father thought that William Moore was
the next settler to arrive, in 1836, and that

he took up four eighties on Section 23 across
from Grandfather's but in looking it up, I find
that a Francis Moore tock up the eighty that
I'red Angell now owns and that William Moore
took up only three eighties. They comprise the
Clements and Rupp farms but he took up land

in sections 1l and 24 also., Major Olin bought
the Francis Moore eighty later. Gilbert
Cushman came next according to father in 1837
his place is where Doty Cushman now lives.
Charles Cushman came next and lived where the
Paul E. Dunham place is now but in the list or
those taking up land from the Govermnment, it is
given as a Joshua Cushman and the date is 1836.

Father thought the first owner of the Kraus
(Cathey now) place was a Mr. Bubbee of Bugsby
but aceording to the land gramts there is no
one by that name on that section of Inad so
he must have lived there later. North of the
corner forty or between it and the Thomas
Robbins place (MeDonald now) was forty acres,
Grandfather owned ten acres of it and Dr. Shank
and Colonel Burr the other thirty, getting it
from Thomas Lester, who owned them money, and
at that time they must have owned the eighty on
the corner where the church now stands for
Grandfather traded his ten acres alongside his
west eighty. Major O0lin, at one time, lived
irn a log House on those tern acres and the house
was all made of hwn logs, my father said.

In looking up the names of those who took up
land from the Government on those four sections
at the Gunpnisonville interseetion. I find the
following dates, names and acreage.

SECTION 14. (N.E. Section-where church is now)
1835 - Elihu Gunnison ———— 160 Acres
1836 == Wm. A. Moore = = ————- ho "
1 —— 8.8. Bullock ~  ——=—- 8p "
I —— 8. P. Morehouse  —===-=— 2lip - "
" —— Phillip French — go "
" -~ Harvey C. Boyd ~ ————- = g M
6L0 Acres
















