HISTORIES

Featured in this issue are family histories .
which were submitted ca 1993 for a
proposed supplement to the 1980 Clinton
County History book. These papers are on
file at the archives. (See Clinton Co.

Trails, Vol. 12, No. 1.)

NEIL E. EPKEY
by Joyce Epkey

Neil E. Epkey was born June 2, 1941, the
youngest of six siblings, to Frederick and
Mary Louise (Light) Epkey in Clinton
County, MI. When Neil was born, the Epkey
family resided on a farm one mile north and
one mile east of Fowler, presently the
Sylvester Martin farm. In Nov, of 1943
they purchased a farm one and one-half miles
north of Fowler on Wright Road where Neil
and his family presently reside.

Neil attended Fowler Public
Schools and graduated from Fowler High
School. He is a member of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church in Fowler. In July of 1963
Neil purchased the family farm and has
operated it since.

On Oct. 1, 1966, Neil married Joyce
Wirth (b Dec 10, 1942) at Most Holy
Trinity Church in Fowler. Joyce is the fourth
of six children of Louis & Esther (Platte)
Wirth of Fowler. Neil and Joyce are the
parents of one son and three daughters:

~ Dale M. (b July 6, 1967) attended
Most Holy Trinity and Fowler Public
Schools and graduated from Fernis State
University in 1990 in the criminal justice
program. Since 1990 Dale has been a public
safety officer (policeman/fireman) for the city
of Kalamazoo, MI.

Kimberly S. (b Nov 26, 1968), also
attended Most Holy Trinity and Fowler
Public Schools. Kim graduated from Central
Michigan University in 1991 with a degree in
accounting. She has been an accountant with
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the Coca Cola Bottling Company in Lansing
since 1992. On Sept. 10, 1994, she married
Joseph M. Simon, son of Marvin and
Carol (Pung) Simon. Joe and Kim reside at
10854 E. Fifth Street in Fowler. Joe farms
with his father and brother.

Kerry L. was born Jan. 26, 1973,
She attended Lansing Community College
and graduated from Ferris State University in
1994 in the nursing program. Presently she is
an RN for Rivendell Psychiatric Hospital in
St. Johns. She is engaged to marry Ryan D.
Irrer on Oct. 28, 1995. He is the son of
Dale and Elaine (Hufnagel) Irrer of
Fowler. Ryan presently attends G M.1. in
Flint.

Karmen J. was born Oct 4, 1976,
and attends Fowler High School. She will
graduate in 1995. She participates in cross
country and field and track at Fowler High.

Neil and Joyce and their family have
lived in the Fowler area their entire life.
Farming has always been a part of their life.
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LOUIS G. WIRTH
by Joyce Epkey

Louis George Wirth was the third child of
Arthur and Clara (Wieber) Wirth. He was
bom Apr. 27, 1910, in a log cabin in section
17 on Jason Road one-half mile east of
Wacousta Road in Riley Twp. His father,
Adam Arthur Wirth was the son of
George and Elizabeth (Trierweiler) Wirth.
His mother was the daughter of William and
Mary Ann (Herres) Wieber. As a child
Louis attended Boughton School in Riley
Twp. and later on St. Mary's School in
Westphalia. About 1920 his family moved to
a farm in section 23 on Pioneer Road near
Westphalia. :

On October 12, 1935, Louis married
Esther Platte, the daughter of John and
Mary (Bertram) Platte. Esther's father was
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