LANCE-WHEELER FAMILY

The following account was submitted by
Rosemary Lance. (See her query in this
issue.) She thinks it was originally written
(after 1905) by Ora Gibbs, the adopted
daughter of James and Sarah Lance. Ora
was born 16 June 1876 and perhaps married
a Fink. Although Rosemary copied Ora's
story with no editing, it has been edited for
use here.

In 1854, when Ohio was still in its
infancy, a young man left his home and
started with his half brother and the brother's
wife for the unknown wilds of Michigan to
make his fortune. They bid farewell to loved
ones and started on their way. After driving
for some little time, they stopped to rest and
feed their faithful horses. The young wife
might have been sitting on the wagon tongue
thinking and crying. Upon questioning, she
says she will go no farther unless they go
back and get her sister. Undoubtedly, the
young man was not adverse to this because
she was the sweetheart he had left behind.
Accordingly, they hired another horse and
wagon, drove back for her, and after a short
time again started on their way.

These people's starting place was
Chippewa Twp., Wayne Co., Ohio. They
were David, Mary (Wheeler) Richard
Lance; and James and Sarah (Wheeler)
Lance. The sweethearts were married at
Jackson, Michigan, on the way.

James and Sarah only stayed one year
the first trip. They journeyed back to Ohio
and lived a year with his parents. During this
year a son was born (John). He was only
two weeks old when in April 1855 they
started on a second trip to Michigan.

This time they drove direct to Clinton
County, and for six weeks they lived with the
Stephen Parks family, one mile south and
one mile west of Fowler, while they were

Clinton County Trails

clearing a small tract of land and putting up a
little log cabin on a farm which they bought
and which was to be their home for the next
few years. It was located one mile south and
a half mile west of the present village of
Fowler.

The hardships of those first few years
are but of our imagination. They stayed in
Michigan nearly two years and then again
journeyed to Lafayette Twp., Medina Co.,
Ohio. James bought a store at Lafayette and
engaged in the merchandising business for
the next three or four years.

During this period (1857-1861) two
daughters, Mary and Rachel, and two sons,
James and William, were born. They had
spent part of the time in Michigan usually
journeying back to Ohio'in the fall. It was
during one of those sojourns in Michigan
that the husband was called back to Ohio on
account of the death of his mother, and the
brave young wife and mother with her babies
was left to keep house. While he was gone
an epidemic of diphtheria broke out, and the
oldest son, John, contracted the dread
disease and died. Mary was very ill at the
same time but was spared. The father came
back to a desolate home.

In 1860 or 1862 they moved from the
farm to the old station of Dallas. This was
three-quarter mile east of what is now
Fowler. Here James was a storekeeper,
postmaster, and station master at different
periods of time. At first he had his store in a
part of his home, but later moved it across
the road, which was very lucky for shortly
after moving, their house burned. This was
in 1866 or 1867.

Three children were born at Dallas:
Amanda 1862; Almeada 1864, Alice, 1866.
Alice was the baby who was left in the cradle
when the house burned. At this time a new
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